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Japan 


Uno Threatens GATT Action Against U.S. Bill 
OW0508042288 Tokyo KYODO in English 0359 GMT 
5 Aug 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Aug. 5 KYODO—Foreign Minister Sosuke 
Uno said Friday Japan might call for studies at the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade if the United States takes 
tough action under new trade legislation. 


Uno told a biweekly press conference that the enaction 
of the legislation is extremely regrettable, particularly 
because it includes a clause punishing Toshiba C orp., the 
parent firm of Toshiba Machine Co. which sold sophis- 
ticated milling machines to the Soviet Union. 


On Wednesday, the U.S. Senate passed 85-11 the trade 
bill to combat U.S. trade deficits, and President Ronald 
Reagan on the same day said he would sign the measure. 


The foreign minister said Japan will propose to the 
United States to open talks on the American legislation. 


Government Proposes Iwo Jima as Landing Site 
OW0508080588 Tokyo KOYODO in English 0450 GMT 
5 Aug 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Aug. 5 KYODO—The United States has 
shown “broad support” for a Japanese plan to use Iwo 
Jima Island as a provisional site ior night landing 
practice for U.S. carrier-borne aircraft, Defense Agency 
Director General Tsutomu Kawara said Friday. 


The U.S. will forward a formal reply to the Japanese plan 
by the end of August, Kawara said. 


There are no civilian residents, only Self-Defense Force 
staff, on Iwo Jima Island, which has a 2,650-meter 
runway. Iwo Jima, known as the site of bitter battles in 
the closing days of the Pacific war, is a 22.4-square- 
kilometer volcanic island located about |,400 klometers 
south of Tokyo. 


The Maritime and Air Self-Defense Forces occasionally 
use thc island as a site for flight training of jet fighters 
and antisubmarine patrol planes. 


Kawara, state minister for defense, told a biweekly press 
conference that the government will start building an 
apron, hangars and a filling station on the island next 
April. 


The Defense Agency has a pian to build an over-the- 
horizon radar on Iwo Jima, according to government 
sources. 


American naval jets from the aircraft carrier Midway 
conducted 3,700 practice landings at night at the Atsugi 
base in Ayase, Kanagawa Prefecture, in 1987, according 
to Defense Agency officials. 
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Nearly half the practice landings will take place on Iwo 
lima when all facilities there are completed, Defense 
Agency officials said. 


The government has long studied plans to move the 
night landing site from Atsugi because of noise com- 
plaints from residents around the base, which is located 
in a densely populated area. 


Last September, the Defense Agency began to build a 
weather observation station on Miyake Jima Island as pert 
of preparations for building a substitute airfield there. 


However, the islanders strongly oppose the construction 
of such an airfield for U.S. naval aircraft. 


Kawara said the Defense Agency still believes that 
Miyake Jima Island is suited for the site of U.S. night 
landing practices. 


During the annual Japan-U.S. security consultations in 
Honolulu in early May, Japan put forth a provisonal 
plan to use Iwo Jima Island as a substitute airfield. 


Visa Issued to American Indian Without Passport 
OW0408 125688 Tokyo KYODO in English 1208 GMT 
4 Aug 88 


[Text] Narita, Chiba Pref., Aug. 4 KYODO—An Amer- 
ican Indian traveling on an independent indian passport 
arrived Thursday to attend an antinuclear rally after 
being granted a passage certificate by the Japanese 
Government normally issued to refugees or people from 
nations Japan does not officially recognize. 


Arriving on an All Nippon Airways flight, Thomas 
Banyacya of the Hopi tribe, told reporters at Narita 
Airport man is on the verge of self-destruction by his 
Own inventions and must realize that he is only a “child 
of the earth.” 


The 80-year-old Banyacya, clad in a colorful, traditional 
tribal outfit, said man must learn tha’ he belongs to the 
earth and must return to a state in which he can no 
longer threaten the world with destruction. 


Banyacya will be joined by Printrup Philip Wade and 
two other Indians from the Onondaya tribe arriving here 
Friday. 


They plan to attend a peace ceremony in Hiroshima 
Saturday to mark the 43d anniversary of the atomic 
bombing of the city. 


Banyacya will also participate in a 3,000-kilometer rally 
against nuclear weapons and nuclear power installations. 


Banyacya was granted entry into Japan because the 
purpose of his visit : as to take part in a peace rally, 
Foreign Ministry officials said. 
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However, the issuing of passage certificates 1s decided on 
a case-by-case basis and Banyacya’s entry will not 
become a precedent, they said. 


Moscow, Tokyo ‘Now Preparing’ Shevardnadze Visit 
OW0508095988 Tokyo KYODO in English 0929 GMT 
5 Aug 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Aug. 5 KYODO—Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze hopes to visit Japan sometime in 
December and the Moscow and Tokyo governments are 
now preparing for the visit, Soviet diplomatic sources 
here said Friday. 


The sources said in a regular monthly briefing to report- 
ers that Shevardnadze hopes to set the specific date for 
his visit to Tokyo before late September, when the 
United Nations General Assembly is convened. 


Shevardnadze and his Japanese counterpart Sosuke Uno 
are scheduled to meet in New York during the UN 
session. 


Shevardnadze last came to Japan in January 1986. 


Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev promised to send She- 
vardnadze to Japan by the end of this year when he met 
Japan’s former Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone in 
Moscow in late July. 


The sources exprissed the hope that the Soviet foreign 
minister’s visit to Japan will promote Japan-Soviet rela- 
tions. 


On the 10th anniversary this year of the signing of the 
peace and friendship treaty between Japan and China, 
the sources said the Soviet Union would welcome a 
further warming of the Sino-Japanese relations based on 
the accord. 


At the time of the conclusion of the treaty, the Soviet Union 
strongly criticized it for including an anti-hegemony clause, 
claiming the article was directed at Moscow. 


Deputy Foreign Minister Leaves on Mideast Tour 
OW0508071288 Tokyo KYODO in English 0444 GMT 
5 Aug 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Aug. 5 KYODO—Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Takakazu Kuriyama left Friday for a tour of Iran, 
Iraq and the United States to discuss a ceasefire in the 
Gulf war and reconstruction in the region, the Foreign 
Ministry said. 


Kuriyama, who initially planned to leave Tokyo on 
Thursday as a special envoy of Foreign M.nister Sosuke 
Uno, put off his departure because the foreign ministers 
of Iran and Iraq are in New York for talks with United 
Nations Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar to end 
the eight-year old Gulf war. 
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Kuriyama decided to kick off his trip after Iran and Iraq 
had informed Japan that high-'evel officials of the two 
governments will meet Kuriyama, the ministry said. 


According to his itinerary, the envoy will visit Tehran on 
Saturday and Sunday, and Baghdad on next Tuesday. Kuri- 
yama will deliver letters from Prime Minister Noboru 
Takeshita to leaders of the two warring countries. 


Kuriyama will proceed to New York on Thursday to 
meet Perez de Cuellar and Washington on Friday to hold 
talks with U.S. officials. 


Annual Economic White Paper Released 
OW0508011888 Tokyo KYODO in English 0031 GMT 
5 Aug 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Aug. 5 KYODO—The government's 
annual economic report released on Friday called on 
Japan to share responsibility for halanced development 
of the global community through expanding domestic 
demand. 


The white paper on the economy for Fiscal 1988 was 
approved Friday by Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita’s 
cabinet. 


The annual report said, “The expansion of domestic 
demand will lead to both development of the world 
economy and implementation of an ‘affluent life of the 


people.’ ” 


The economy achieved 4.9 percent growth in gross 
national product (GNP) in fiscal 1987, which ended last 
March 31, after overcoming a 14-month-long series of 
difficulties, which began in September 1985, due to the 
yen’s sharp advance against the U.S. dollar, it said. 


The paper, compiled by economists at the Economic 
Planning Agency (EPA), predicts the economy will con- 
tinue to show “steady growth,” led by brisk domestic 
demand focused on personal consumption and capital 
spending in the privote sector in coming months. 


The FPA economists said Japan’s responsibility for the 
world economy as the biggest creditor nation is 
“extremely heavy,” with the U.S., which led the devel- 
opment of the post-war world economy, being forced to 
exert all its powers to rectify its own budget and external 
deficits. 


The economic expansion, led by domestic demaad, the 
annual report said, will be implemented not by restraints 
on exports, which were still 1.68 times the level of 
imports in fiscal 1987, but by increasing imports, in 
particular of manufactured products, and more domes- 
tic-oriented production by Japanese companies. 
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On an inflation-adjusted basis, the ratio of manufactured 
products to total imports jumped to 40.5 percent in the 
January-April period in 1988 from an annual average of 
30.8 percent in 1985, when the dollar began to slide 
against the yen. 


Promotion of a “horizontal division of labor” between 
Japan and Asian newly industrializing economies 
(NIEs), it says, has prompted imports of electric appli- 
ances, precision machines, automobiles, steel and other 
finished goods from Asian NIEs. 


An estimate in the paper, based on figures in 1986, states 
that Japan’s imports contributed |.3 percent to the GNP 
growth rate of South Korea, 0.8 percent to that of 
Thailand, 2.9 percent to that of Malaysia and 3.8 percent 
to that of Indonesia. 


Japan's official development assistance (ODA) grew to 
about 7.5 billion dollars in 1987, five times that of 1977, 
making the country the No. 2 disburser of overseas aid 
behind the U.S. Japan earlier announced a plan for 50 
billion dollars in ODA for the five-year period from 1988. 


Meanwhile, the government’s report stressed that, 
despite the country’s high GNP growth, the people are 
still unsatisfied with their living standards as a result of 
wide price differentials between domestic and overseas 
products, long working hours, poor housing conditions 
and a low level of social amenities, such as sewerage. 


An EPA survey found that purchasing power tn Japan 
has not shown a significant change during the period 
between 1985 and 1987, when the U.S. currency 
declined to 144.60 yen from 211.3 yen against the 
Japanese unit. 


The survey also shows, for example, that utilities rates in 
Tokyo are double those in New York, and that 100 grams of 
beef costs 354 yen in Tokyo, far above 141 yen in New York. 


The paper concludes that Japan’s economic develop- 
ment is expected to depend more on new demand 
created by the people’s pursuit of an “affluent life.” 


‘Hi ghlights’ of White Paper 
OW0508024888 Tokyo KYODO in English 0125 GMT 
5 Aug 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Aug. 5 KYODO—Highlights of the fiscal 
1988 white paper on the economy are as follows: 


Chapter |. Traits of the Economy in Fiscal 1987 [subhead] 


—In fiscal 1987, ended last March, Japan established a 
domestic-oriented economy with a gross national prod- 
uct (GNP) growth of 4.9 percent, supported by a 6.1 
percent jump in domestic demand and a 6.9 percent 
climb in private-sector demand. 
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—After hitting bottom in November 1986, the economy 
started a faster-than-expected recovery, triggered in May by 
the government's 6-trillion-yen pump-priming package. 


—-Encouraged by lower commodity prices due to the 
strong yen and declining crude oil prices, consumer 
spending posted a 4.0 percent rise in the year, above a 
3.6 percent increase in the previous year, and housing 
starts rose 23.5 percent to 1.73 million units, the third 
largest on record. 


—The economy was restructured into one more depen- 
dent on domestic demand, as major firms including the 
automobile industry shifted their priorities to the 
domestic market from the overseas market. 


—Fiscal 1987 saw remarkable improvements in “imbal- 
ances.” The ratio of the current account surplus to GNP 
shrank to 3.3 percent from 4.5 percent. The unemploy- 
ment rate declined to 2.6 percent frotn 3.1 percent, the 
highest on record, at the beginning of the year. 


—Despite aciive domestic demand, domestic wholesale 
commodity prices remained stable throughout the year 
as a result of an expansion in lower-priced imports and 
the weak market for crude oil. Ninety-nine percent of 
Japan's crude oil comes from overseas. 


Chapter 2. Japan in the Global Community [subhead] 


—The world economy showed a moderate expansion as 
a whole in fiscal 1987. But external imbalances among 
industrialized nations, a destabilizing factor in the global 
economy, are still wide in spite of radical adjustments of 
foreign exchange rates between them, and debt problems 
in Third World countries remain unsolved. 


—Rectification of the external imbalances, however, will 
be difficult if attempted only through foreign exchange 
rate adjustments and without changes in the U.S. econ- 
omy, where savings are below investment and federal 
budget deficits are sti!! large. 


—Japan, which expanded its share of the world market 
to 9.9 percent in 1985 from 6.7 percent in 1970, began to 
contribute to balanced development of the global econ- 
omy through increasing imports of manufactured prod- 
ucts. The ratio of imported finished goods to total 
imports jumped to 40.5 percent in the January-April 
period in 1988 from 30.8 percent in 1985. 


—The growth pace of imperts is accelerating because of 
increased horizontal labor division with Asian newly 
industrializing economies (NIEs). 


—It was estimated that the inc _ment in Japan's imports 
produced a 1.3 percent rise in South Korea’s GNP, 3.8 
percent in Indonesia’s, 2.9 percent in Malaysia's, and 0.8 
percent in ‘iailand’s in 1986. 
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—As for the international financial market, Japanese 
investors bought and sold foreign stocks and bonds 
worth 2.6 trillion dollars in 1987, 88 times more than the 
figure in 1980, while foreign investments in Japanese 
stocks and bonds totaled | trillion yen. Compared with 
figures in 1980, Japan's outstanding overseas assets grew 
8.07 times in 1987 and debts expanded 5.90 times. 


Chapter 3. New Developments in Japanese Industry 
[subhead] 


—Entering the year of 1987, Japanese firms, smaller or 
bigger, manufacturing or non-manufacturing, of materi- 
als or assembly, changed their business strategy and 
placed more emphasis on the domestic market in an 
attempt to develop a new economic environment under 
pressusc from the yen’s strength against the U.S. dollar. 


—New business strategies aimed at stimulating domestic 
demand included streamlining of unprofitable divisions 
as a result of severe competition with Asian NIEs, 
diversification into new industrial fields and research 
and development of new products. 


Chapter 4. Seeking an Affluent Life for the People 
[subhead] 


—Most Japanese feel unsatisfied with their current liv- 
ing standards and are concerned about their future, 
though Japan’s per capita GNP of 16,330 dollars ranked 
No. 5 in the West’s industrialized nations in 1986. 


—Price differentials between domestic and overseas 
products remain wide. According to a survey, conducted 
by the Economic Planning Agency, the monthly electric- 
ity rates, per average family in Tokyo are 4,873 yen, far 
above the 3,711 yen in New York, and Tokyoites must 
pay 146 yen for 100 grams of pork compared to the 96 
yen New Yorkers have to spend. 


—Japan’s working hours are 10 percent longer than 
those in the United States and Britain and 30 percent 
longer than those in West Germany and France. Japan’s 
average factory employee worked 2,150 hours in 1986, 
compared to 1,924 hours by U.S. counterparts, 1,938 
hours in Britain, 1.655 hours in West Germany, and 
1,643 hours in France. 


—Housing conditions have gotten worse than ever, in 
particular in the Tokyo metropolitan area due to sky- 
rocketing land prices in 1987, though housing shortage is 
no longer a serious problem. 


—Net assets owned by families grew at an annual 
average pace of 8.9 percent in the past five years, over a 
5.4 percent increase in nominal GNP. The rise, which 
stemmed mainly from increased shares of land and stock 
in the assets in the 1970s, widened financial asset differ- 
entials. 
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Chapter 5. The Vision of a Domestic-Oriented Economy 
[subhead} 


—Realization of a domestic demand-oriented economy 
depends mostly on an expansion in personal consumption, 
which accounts for 56 percent of the country’s GNP. 


—A recent boom in durable consumer products like cars, 
color television sets, washing machines and electric air 
conditioners occurred as Japanese companies shifted 
production systems and promoted horizontal labor divi- 
sion with Asian NIEs, responding to strong consumer 
needs for various high-quality goods, reflected by an 
increase in disposable income. 


—Further deregulation in the public sector, together 
with tax reforms and a reduction of issuances of deficit- 
covering government bonds, is essential to a steady 
expansion of the economy, because it is expected to 
stimulate the private sector. 


—Taking the high money supply growth rate into con- 
sideration, the monetary authorities are urged to main- 
tain a “cautious” stance in monetary policy to prevent a 
rekindling of inflation. 


Conclusions [subhead] 


—Japan should acknowledge its responsibility as a mem- 
ber of the global community and seek to promote ratio- 
nal affluence through an expansion in domestic demand. 


JSP Boycotts House Budget Committee Session 
OW0408 120388 Tokyo KYODO in English 0849 GMT 
4 Aug 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Aug. 4 KYODO—Prime Minister Noboru 
Takeshita renewed his resolve to introduce a sweeping 
tax reform in the Diet as the largest opposition party, the 
Japan Socialist Party, boycotted parliamentary discus- 
sions and called for a thorough probe into the insider 
stock trading scandal. 


Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Kiichi 
Miyazawa also reaffirmed that the government hopes to 
achieve the tax reform duri.:g the current session of the 
Diet, scheduled to last through late September. 


Takeshita and Miyazawa were responding to Michio 
Watanabe, chairman of the ruiing Liberal Democratic 
Party’s Policy Affairs Research Council, at a session of 
the House of Representatives Budget Committee. 


The government-proposed tax reform plan includes an 
imposition of a 3-percent new indirect tax, called the 
consumption tax, which will be levied on all types of 
goods and services. 
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Japan Socialist Party leader Takako Doi, denouncing the 
government and the Liberal Democratic Party, took to 
the streets to appeal for popular support for a probe into 
the stock scandal involving highly placed politicians, 
business leaders and senior journalists. 


The Japan Communist Party also stayed away from the 
House of Representatives Budget Committee, claiming 
that all parties should participate in discussions. 


Keiwa Okuda, LDP chairman of the House Budget 
Committee, declared the session open in the morning 
with representatives of the LDP, Komeito and Demo- 
cratic Socialist Party attending. 


However, the committee went into an immediate recess 
because of the absence of JSP members. The committee 
resumed the session in the afternoon with Watanabe 
posing questions. 


JSP Chairman Doi, in a hastily arranged press confer- 
ence in the morning, accused the government and LDP 
of refusing to accept a JSP proposal to summon wit- 
nesses to the Diet as part of a probe into the stock 
scandal. 


A number of politicians, business leaders and senior 
journalists are reported to have purchased Recruit Cos- 
mos stocks in the names of their secretaries before the 
stock was designated as an over-the-counter issue. They 
sold the stocks later for huge profits. 


Prime Minister Takeshita, his immediate predeccssor 
Yasuhiro Nakasone, Finance Minister Miyazawa, and 
LDP Secretary General Shintaro Abe are reportedly 
among the politicians suspected of trading in the stock. 


Doi told the news conference that Japan’s democracy is 
in jeopardy unless there is a thorough probe into the 
scandal. 


The No | opposition party demands summoning those 
politicians and Recruit officials as witnesses to a session 
of the House of Representatives Budget Committee. It 
also calls for raaking public a list of people who pur- 
chased Recruit Cosmos shares. 


Doi said a thorough probe is necessary to help destroy 
the LDP’s plutocratic rule, establish a clean government 
and to correct tax inequalities. 


Unless the government and LDP accept the JSP’s 
demand to summon witnesses, the opposiiion party will 
refuse to take part in Budget Committee discussions, she 
said. 


LDP Secretary General Abe, meeting reporters in the 
afternoon, deplored the JSP boycott of Diet business and 
said that political parties should perform their duties 
through Diet deliberations. 
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Abe said the ruling party will continue urging the JSP 
and JCP to take part in Budget Committee debates. 


Prudence Urged for Ministers Visiting Yasukuni 
OW 050805 1488 Tokyo KYODO in English 0346 GMT 
5 Aug 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Aug. 5 KYODO--Chief Cabinet Secretary 
Keizo Obuchi said Friday he has asked all cabinet 
members to be prudent about visiting Yasukuni Shrine 
in Tokyo on August 15, the 43rd anniversary of Japan’s 
surrender in World War II. 


Obuchi, who is Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita’s chief 
of staff and chief spokesman, told a regular morning 
press conference that he issued the warning to cabinet 
members just after the regular cabinet session. 


In a vaguely worded statement, Obuchi said that Prime 
Minister Takeshita will this time skip an official visit to 
the Shinto shrine in Tokyo which is dedicated to over 2.5 
million Japanese military personnel killed in the war. 


It is up to each member of the cabinet to decide whether 
or not to visit the shrine, Obuchi's statement said. 


However, the chief cabinet secretary said he expects each 
state minister will consider fully why Takeshita is not 
paying an officia! visit to the shrine, the statement said. 


Obuchi urged the cabinet members to act in line with the 
Constitution, which strictly separates government from 
religion. 


Takeshita’s immediate predecessor, Yasuhiro Nakasone, 
was the first Japanese prime minister in postwar years to 
officially visit Yasukuni Shrine, when he went there in 
August 1985. 


But Nakasone refrained from visiting the shrine in 1986 
and 1987 aparently due to foreign criticism, particularly 
from China, which strongly opposes such visits because 
seven Japanese war-time leaders convicted as Class A 
war criminals are enshrined there. 


Domestically, there are strong doubts among academi- 
cians, the mass media, Christians and the opposition 
camp about the legality of government officials’ visits to 
Yasukuni Shrine. 


The Article 20 01 the Constitution says “the state and its 
organs shall refrain from religious education or any other 
religious activity.” 


Eight of the 21 czoinet members have said that they will 
visit Yasukuni Shrine this August 15. Last year 16 
cabinet members did so. 
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The eight are: Finance Minister Kiichi Miyazawa, Labor 
Minister Taro Nakamura, Construction Minister Ihe: 
Ochi, Home Affairs Minister Seiroku Kajiyama, Man- 
agement and Coordination Agency Director General 
Osamu Takatori, Science and Technology Agency Direc- 
tor General Soichiro Ito, Posts and Telecommunications 
Minister Masaaki Nakayama and Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries Minister Takashi Sato. 


China’s official XINHUA News Agency said earlier this 
week that China remains opposed to official visits by 
Japanese cabinet ministers to the shrine. 


North Korea 


Student Talks Delegates, Observers Chosen 
SK0508 103388 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1020 GMT 5 Aug 88 


[Text] Pyongyang August 5 (KCNA) —The spokesman of 
the North side’s preparatory committee for North-South 
student talks today announced that a student delegation 
of the North side to the August 15 North-South student 
talks was formed and personages of different circles 
would observe the student talks. 


He said: 


The North side preparatory committee for the North- 
South student talks, taking into account the fact that the 
South Korean students announced they would send a 
delegation of 20 students to Panmunjom for the August 
15 North-South student talks, decided to form a 20- 
member student delegation of the North side by adding 
seven students to the 13 student delegates who had deen 
to Panmunjom for the June 10 student talks. 


The seven are from the Pyongyang University of Medi- 
cine, the University of Construction and Building Mate- 
rials, the Pyongyang University of Mechanical Engineer- 
ing, the University of Light industry, the Pyongyang 
University of Railways, the University of Conimerce 
and the Hamhung University of Chemical Industry. 


20 personages of political parties and organizations and 
men of education, science and culture who have rendered 
active cooperation and assistance for the grand cross- 
country march of students in the North and the South and 
the North-South student talks will also go to Panmunjom 
together with the North side student delegation. 


They are Kim Sok-chun, vice-chairman of the Central 
Committee of the Korean Social Democratic Party; 
Choe Hui-chun, vice-chairman of the Central Commit- 
tee of the Chondoist Chongu Party; Choe Tok-sin, vice- 
chairman of the Committee for the Peaceful Reunifica- 
tion of the Fatherland; Yo Yon-ku, Presidium member 
of the Central Committee of the Democratic Front for 
the Reunification of the Fatheriand; Ko Ki-chiun, secri 

tary general of the Central Committee of tie Korean 
Christians Federation; Kim Yong-nam, vice-chairman 
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of the Central Committee of the General Federation of 
Trade Unions of Korea; Hyon Sok, vice-chairman of the 
Central Committee of the League of Socialist Working 
Youth of Korea; Hong To-song, vice-chairman of the 
Central Committee of the Union of Agricultural Work- 
ing People of Korea, Pyon Yong-nip, chairman of the 
education commission, Pak Kwan-o, president of Kim 
il-song University; Choe Kum-sun, rector of Kim 
Hyong-chik Univers:ty of Education; Kim Kyong-wan, 
rector of Kim Chaek University of Technology, Paek 
Sok-kyu, first deputy rector of the Pyongyang University 
of Medicine; Yim Kun-pok, rector of the University of 
Construction and bi ding Materials, Kim Suk-chong, 
rector of the University of Light Industry; Kim Sok- 
hyong, advisor to the Institute of History of the Academy 
of Social Science; Pak Si-hyong, researcher at Kim 
Il-song University; Chon Yong-s:k, head of a chair of the 
Economics Department of Kin) Il-song University. Yu 
Suk-kun, deputy director of an Institute of the Korean 
Academy of Medical Science; aad people's actress Mun 
Ye-pong of the Korean Film Siudio. 


Students Leave for Mt Paektu 
SK0508 104288 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1035 GMT 5 Aug 88 


[Text] Pyongyang August 5 (KCNA)}—Studenis of Kim 
Il-song University, Kim Hyong-chik University of Edu- 
cation, Kim Chaek University of Technology and other 
universities in the northern half of the republic left 
Pyongyang and other places of the country for Mt. 
Paekt, a place of departure, by train and motor on 
August 5 to participate in the historical grand cross- 
country march linking Mt. Paektu and Mt. Hanna to be 
held from August 8 to 14 according to the agreement of 
the North and South students. 


People of all walks of life in the northern half of the 
republic, regarding the grand cross-country march as a 
great fete of the nation, are warmly congratulating and 
seeing off the students who are leaving for Mt. Paektu at 
railway stations and along routes across the country, 
while ensuring all conveniences for them. 


Today at Pyongyang railway station a large number of 
school youth and children and citizens welcomed the 
students leaving for Mt. Paektu. 


The students who left Pyongyang and other places of the 
country to participate in the grand cross-country .aarch 
in response to the ardeni appeal of the South Korean 
students “Let us go frorn Mt. Hanna, come from Mt. 
Paekiu, let us meet at Panmunjom!” and to their 
repeated open letters, will climb on August 8 the peak of 
ancestral mountain Paektu and hold a departure meeting 
and then leave for Panmunjum, a rendezvous at which 
the North and South siudents promised to meet, by 
covering thousands of ri. 


> 
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At Panmunjom they intend to have a historical meeting 
with the members of the grand cross-country march 
squad of the South who will march from Mt. Hanna in 
Cheju Island. and hold colorful joint gatherings includ- 
ing a memorial service for the South Korean students 
who fell in the struggle in the same :anks for national 
reunification and a joint art performanc ». 


South Urged To Permit Joint Student Talk« 
SKO0408 122488 Pyongvang Domestic Service in Korean 
0010 GMT 4 Aug 88 


[NODONG SINMUN 4 August commentary: “Do Not 
Block the 15 August Student Talks”) 


[Text] Amid the great interest of people at home and 
abroad. preparations for the 15 August North-South 
student talks and the 8 August great cross-country march 
are being accelerated at a final stage. Colleges and 
universities in the northern half of the Republic have 
successfully completed the work of selecting participants 
in the 8 August great cross-country march. Now the day 
they will climb Mt.Paektu and set off on the great march 
1S just around the corner. 


The South Korean National Confederation of University 
Student Representatives held a 2-day general meeting at 
Korea University in Seoul on | and 2 August. decided to 
push ahead with the great cross-country march and the 
North-South student talks as scheduled, and even sent its 
delegate to Panmunjom while the general meeting was in 
session to deliver its fifth open letter to the students of 
the northern half of the Republic. 


The Japan-resident compatriot students held a rally in 
Tokyo on | August under the auspices of the Promotion 
Committee of Japan-resident Korean Students for 
North-South Student Talks to realize the 15 August 
Nor‘!i-South student talks and decided to send its dele- 
gates to the North-South student talks and the great 
cross-country march. 


It ts a patriotic splendid undertaking deserving high 
appreciation and a warm welcome from the entire nation 
that the hotblooded students in the North, South, and 
overseas should meet together, connect the severed feel- 
ings of blood and flesh, and open a breakthrough for a 
turning point in the tragic history of national division so 
as to bring forth a new phase for the reunification of the 
country. 


The patriotic steps toward Panmumjom by the students 
in the North, South, and overseas, which are the steps for 
national salvation and reunification, should not be 
blocked by anyone. However, the No Tae-v. military 
hooligans again are blocking the sacred rvad of the 
patriotic students with guns, bayonets. and tear gas. 
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(in | August the fascist chque committed the v.olence ot 
arresting and whisking away Songgyungwan University 
student Pak Chong-chol. chairman of the Special Com- 
mittee for Peace and Independent Reunificat:on of the 
Country, who slipped through the warlike police cordon 
of thousands of suppressive forces and made his way to 
the puppet avmy checkpoint not far from Panmunjcm 
and request'd delivery of the fifth open letter to the 
students of the northern half of the republic. 


The puppets continuously insist on student exchanges 
through talks between the authorities and are coercing 
the professors and students to participate in a discussion 
with the puppet education minister, the puppet national 
unification minister. and representatives of the students 
and professors of major universities about the 15 August 
student talks. reun fication, and North-South relations 
scheduled for the afternoon of 8 August. 


The entire world knows that the great cross-country 
march will begin on 8 August, and the 15 August student 
talks will be held soon after that. If the No Tae-u ring 1s 
interested in North-South student exchanges. they 
should assist the realization of the student talks and the 
great cross-country march. 


Under the circumsta..ces that the student talks and the 
great cross-country march are successfully being pushed 
ahead by the initiative and promise of the students in the 
North and the South, why should the puppets call for the 
so-called discussion—and on 8 August. when the great 
cross-country march will be held? This is their cunning 
maneuver to block the student talks and the great cross- 
country march by all means. 


By suppressing the siudents’ patriotic and nation-loving 
struggle to pull down the walls of national division, 
branding it as an attempt to overthrow the constitutional 
system by radical forces, the No Tae-u ring well exposed 
long ayo their traitorous nature of disregarding the issue 
of student exchange. dialogue, and reunification. 


The discussion of the North-South issue mentioned by 
the puppets is nothing but a maneuver to force their 
assertion that North-South dialogue should be confined 
to a single channel under the initiative of the authorities. 
By their desperate attempt to abort the North-South 
student talks and the great cross-country march, the No 
Tae-u ring exposed to the entire world that their 7 July 
declaration is a declaration of confrontation, wai, and 
division. 


Reality shows that the road to Panmunjom, which 1s a 
road to patriotism and reunification, cannot be pio- 
neered without the struggle against the No Tae-u military 
fascist clique, a national divisionist group. The South 
Korean students should rise up in a united force and 
‘ smove the crossing gate that the puppets closed on the 
road to the Panmunjom meeting. This is the only way to 
realize the North-South students’ meeting and talks in 
Panmunjom. ” 
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The No Tae-u ring will never be able to block the 
powerful trend of the times and the nation heading for 
reunification, no matter what tactics they may employ. 


Suppression of Student Talks Condemned 
SK0508044488 Pyongvang Domestic Service in Korean 
0007 GMT 3 Aug 88 


[NODONG SINMUN 3 August commentary: “Road of 
National Salvation ard Reunification Toward Panmun- 
yom} 


[Text] The 1988 grand cross-country march and the 1988 
North-South student talks promised by the proposal of 
the South Korean university students and the response 
to it by the university students of the northern half are 
just around the corner. The youths and students in the 
North and South, with a lofty and ardent desire for 
reunification and national salvation, are vigorously car- 
rying out the work of preparing for the grand cross- 
country march and the talks. On | August, looking 
forwerd to the delightful day when the youths and 
studcnts of the North will meet their c 1ssmates in the 
South, whom they have long looked forward to meeting. 
the North side’s preparatory committee for North-South 
student talks sent a letter of appeal to the South Korean 
youths and students and called on them to make “Let us 
go from Mt Paektu! Come from Mt Halla!” and “Let us 
meet at Panmunjom!,” a vigorous slogan for national 
salvation that the North and South must jointly cherish 
and shout, echo throughout the 3,000-ri lai.2. 


For the youths and students in the North and Soutii who 
will shoulder the future of the country to meet each 
other, to share the joy of meeting, and to contribute to 
alleviating the pains of national division and promoting 
reconciliation and unity is truly a righteous act designed 
to advocate patriotism and to devote themselves to 
reunification. Achieving a breakthrough in the North- 
South barrier, which has been frozen for no fewer than 
40 years, and holding the graad cross-country marcii 
from Mt Paektuv and Mt Halla, which are of the same 
mountain range, thus realizing the historic Panmunjom 
talks is a forward-looking idea that only the youths of the 
new generation, who are standard-bearers and torch- 
bearers in the reunification movement, can perceive, 
and is a very praiseworthy act that must be applauded by 
the whole nation. 


No doubt, a meeting between the youths and students in 
the North and those who ardently advocate patriotism 
will bece ne a stepping stone for national reconciliation 
and unity and will in the long run ve led to a bright road 
toward reunification. The whole nation, which is impa- 
tiently looking forward to the reunification of the coun- 
try, highly evaluates the patriotic act of the students in 
ihe North and South, and supports and hails the 1928 
grand cross-country march and the 15 August student 
talks, which are directly linked to the reunification of the 
fatherland. 
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The march of the patriotic youths and students toward 
Panmunjom is a stride toward reunification aid natioral 
Salvation that no one can stop. However, the No Tae-u 
military fascist clique, which blocked the 10 June stu- 
dent talks by using guns and bayonets, is making frantic 
efforts to again block the 15 August student talks. 


To block the student talks, which are just around the 
corner, the military fascist elements are not only belat- 
edly and preposteous!y preaching talks between educa- 
tional authorities but are also making it their undertak- 
ing to kick up commotions for checks and searches and 
to swing sabers for suppression by mobilizing combat 
policemen in order to block the delivery in Panmunjom 
of the fifth open letter of the Nationa! Council of 
University Student Representative addressed to the 
youths and students in the northern half. 


On | August, the DJP released the so-cailed statement in 
opposition to the students’ patriotic reunification move- 
ment and held a criminal conference in order to block 
their grand cross-country march and Panmunjom talks. 
In this way, it showed its colors as an antireunification 
and divisionist group. 


The No Tae-u ring 1s desperately making efforts to again 
block the North-South student talks. In this way, it shows 
that even though it put forth the so-called 7 July decla- 
ration and babbles about exchanges and trade, it has only 
the vicious ulterior motive of seeking only confronta- 
tion, war, and division and of monopolizing dialogue 
and making ill use of it in extending its power and in 
fabricating two Koreas 


Positively helping the youtns of the new generation— 
who consider the task of alleviating the pain of division, 
which the nation is suffering, as their noblest duty— 
realize their aspirations to hold a meeting for reunifica- 
tion and national salvation and extending assistance to 
them in doing so is a due and inescapable duty before the 
nation that not only the authorities and politicians in the 
North and South but also all ot ise older generation must 
fulfill. 


If the South Korean ruling bunch is really interested in 
realizing North-South student exchange, it must, at the 
earliest date, instead «* trying to block the upcoming 15 
August student talks, give the students’ permission to 
enter Panmunjom, which they requested, must no longer 
block the road from Seoul to Panmunjom, and must 
provide all conditions and conveniences to ensure that 
the Panmurjom student talks are smoothly held. In 
addition, the persons in authority in South Korea must 
unconditionally and without delay release the youth: 
and students whom they unjustly arrested and detained 
and must immediateiy stop kicking up commotions to 
searcn for and arrest members of the South side's student 
delegation and members of the preparatory committee 
for student talks. 


FBIS-EAS-88-151 
5 Aug 1988 


If the No Tae-u ring again blocks the road to Panmun- 
jom and bloodily suppresses the students as it did on the 
day of the 10 June talks, it will not escape from the curse 
and denunciation of the whole nation. 


The road to Panmunjom is a sacred road on which the 
spirits and wisdom of the hot-blooded youths, who have 
always been patriotic vanguards in the history of our 
nation, are mobilized for reunification and national 
salvation. The current situation shows that one can 
expect neither the students’ meeting in Panmunjom nor 
successes in the talks without a struggle to oppose the 
antireunification and divisionist forces who make it 
their undertaking to seek treachery and division. The 
South Korean youths and students must maintain close 
ties among universities, among Seoul and provinces, and 
among regions and must strengthen solidarity with the 
workers, peasants, and peorle of all other walks of life to 
strongly ute them under the banner of the grand march 
for reunification and national salvation, and must 
undauntedly and stoutly fight until they have built a 
tower in Panraunjom to mark the historic 1988 grand 
cross-country march and the historic 15 August North- 
South student meeting. Nothing can biock the march of 
the youths and students toward Panmunjom for reunifi- 
cation and national salvation. 


South Urged To Respond to Talks Offer 
SK0508 113888 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
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[NODONG SINMUN 4 August special article: “Easing 
Tension is a Priority Demand Awaiting a Solution™] 


[Text] The situation prevailing on the Korean peninsula 
has placed easing tension and creating an atmosphere for 
national reconciliation on the agenda as a pressing task 
that must be settled without fail. 


The country’s situation is becoming more tense with 
each passing day. In South Korea and its neighboring 
areas, imperialist forces of aggression are being beefed 
up, military equipment is being reinforced, and military 
exercises that ;sopardize peace are being repeated. The 
massing of armed forces and military equipment on the 
frontline, the escalation of military exercises, the anti- 
communist and anti-Republic agitation by the U.S. 
imperialists and the No Tae-u fz<cist mi‘itary clique who 
are fanning the confrontaticnal consciousness, and the 
hosti: ‘ty are an ominous cours: of development capable 
of causing military clashes at any moment. 


Under circumstances in which a large number of nuclear 
weapons and their means of delivery are deployed in 
South Korea and nuclear blackmail is casually being 
threatened, an armed clash can erupt; and once it lights 
the fuse of war, it can easily spread irto a thermonuclear 
war. If and when a thermonuclear war breaks out in 
Korea, our land and our people in the North and South 
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will become the first victims. No Korean people want the 
land of our fatherland to become a nuclear war battle. 
field or become victims of tt. 


Settling the Korean question by peaceful means 1s the 
unani.nous desire and aspiration of the times and 
nation. Our people, regardless {whether they are in the 
North or South, ardently hope that peace would be 
maintained in Korea, that relations between the North 
and South would be improved and developed ihrough 
dialogue and negotiations, and that a peaceful phase 
would be opened for the settlement of the reunification 
question. 


Easing tension and preventing war ts the most urgent 
common national task which all the people in the North 
and South should preferentially settle, transcending dif- 
ferences in thoughts, political views, religions, and sys- 
tems, in order that the internal affairs of the nation may 
be settied by peaceful means. 


Only when tension 1s eased can peace be maintained and 
consolidated. Only when peace 1s preserved can the 
issues Of dialogue and negotiations also be placed on the 
agenda. Easing tension 1s the priority and indispensable 
demand for normalizing North-South relations. 


Our proposal for convening a North-South join: parhia- 
mentary meeting has been advanced with a view toward 
s)lving this pressing national task with the politicians 
from the North and South sitting together. 


Tie great leader Comrade Kim Il-song has taught: 
Today, when political settlement of the pending issues 
through dialogue and negotiations has become a trend of 
the times, our fair and reasonable proposal for talks 
should be realized at an early date. 


The North-South joint parliamentary meeting 1s 
expected 10 discuss the issue of announcing a joint 
declaration of nonaggression, the esseace of which is that 
the North and South shall not use force against the other 
party; that the North and South sha'l settle controversial 
issues through dialogue and negotiations, that the two 
sides shall make a phased and drastic reduction of their 
armed forces and take measures to withdraw, stage by 
Stage, the foreign forces and nuclear weapons present on 
the Korean peninsula; and that the two sides shall keep a 
neutral nations inspection force in the Demilitarized 
Zone to prevent armed conflicts. 


Our proposal is the most just and practical measure for 
national salvtion in view of the demand of tie prevail- 
ing situation and in view of the reasonabl<, appropriate 
nature of the form of talks in which soliticians are to 
discuss important naiional affairs and the urgency of the 
substance to be discussed. 


Although the North-South joint conference composed of 
representatives of the political parties and public orga- 
nizations, including the persons in authoriy from the 
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two sides, is the most reasonable form of talks as a 
negotiation table for detente [wanhwa] and peace, it is 
appropriate to discuss and settle this issue at the joint 
parliamentary meeting since the joint conference has not 
been realized. 


Politicians in the North and South face the heavy duty of 
having to responsibly take care of and fulfill major tasks 
presented to the nation. 


That the opposition politicians have won a majority of 
seats in the South Korean National Assembly as a result 
of the general elections held this year has provided new 
conditions and a possibility for taking measures for 
detente. 


Our proposal for convening a joint parliamentary meet- 
ing has no strings of any kind. The meeting is to be hela 
based oni the principles of reciprocity, ranging from the 
number of participants to the discussion procedures; and 
the method of adopting the agenda items to be disc\ sed 
is to be decided by a majority of ballots according to 
democratic principles. 


The proposal for convening the joint parliamentary 
meeting—whose substance is just, whose objective is in 
the interest of the nation, and whose procedure is dem- 
ocratic—is widely welcome at home and abroad. 


_ What is more, because the meeting is arranged so that 
even the issues raised by the South side will be discussed, 
provided they are helpful in easing tension and ensuring 
peace, no one has any justification for hesitating to 
accept it. 


The proposal for convening the North-South joint par- 
liamentary meeting is designed to bring an end to the 
history of confrontation that has continued for so long, 
and to open a new chapter of national reconciliation and 
unity. If and when the meeting discusses and agrees on 
the issue of announcing a joint declaration of nonaggres- 
sion, tension will be eased on the Korean peninsula, an 
atmosphere for national reconciliation and peace will be 
created, and an epochal improvement will be realized in 
North-South relations. 


When this happens, various forms of talks that have been 
suspended could be resumed, and a new phase could also 
be arranged for the settlement of the question of national 
reunification. 


It is a demand of the unstoppable trend of the times that 
measures for detente should be taken before everything 
else as a precondition to opposing the confrontation 
between the North and South and to settling the internal 
affairs of the nation through dialogue and negotiations. 


There should be a new phase in North-South relations 
for eliminating distrust and misunderstanding and for 
ending the confrontation, easing the tension, and creat- 
ing an atmosphere of trust and understanding. 
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The settlement of this important issue is imposed on the 
shoulders of the politicians in the North and South. 
Because we have seriously advanced the proposal for 
convening the North-South joint parliamentary meeting 
to settle this pressing issue, whether the meeting will be 
convened or not and whether it will be able to take 
measures for easing tension depend entirely on the 
attitude of the South Korean politicians. 


Our stand remains invariable as in the past to do 
whatever is needed to remove the dark clouds called 
tension that hang heavily over the Korean peninsula, and 
to Open a new chapter in North-South relations domi- 
nated by an atmosphere of national reconciliation. 


The South Korean politicians should adopt a serious 
approach toward our urgent proposal and respond to it 
with sincerity. 


South’s Suspension of Defense Drill Condemned 
SK0508042288 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
1150 GMT.1 Aug 88 


{Commentary by station commentator Chong Pong-kil: 
‘*Bellicose Nature Cannot Be Hidden’’] 


[Text] According to a report, the puppet Home Affairs 
Ministry has decided to suspend civil defense exercises 
for 3 months from August to October. The puppet Home 
Affairs Ministry has also decided to suspend, during this 
period, the training of civil defense units in 10 cities, 
including Seoul, Pusan, and Taegu, where Olympic 
sporting events are to be held. 


This is a foolish and ridiculous trickery designed to 
conceal their bellicose nature and to deceive public 
opinion at home and abivad by looking as if they were 
interested in creating a peaceful atmosphere for the 
Olympic games. 


It is widely known to the world that the South Korean 
puppets, together with the U.S. imperialists, are franti- 
cally running wild to accelerate preparations for a war of 
northward invasion using the Olympics as an excuse. 


The South Korean puppets, who have handed over to the 
U.S. imperialists South Korea as a nuclear base, which is 
densely covered with more than 1,000 nuclear weapons 
of various types, are now dragging U.S. Armed Forces of 
aggression into South Korea under the pretext of security 
for the Olympics. 


The No Tae-u ring has already dragged the naval ships 
“*New Jersey” and “Carl Vinson” from the U.S. 7th Fleet 
into South Korea and plans to allow the U.S. imperial- 
ists’ nuclear-powered aircraft carrier “Nimitz” and other 
warships to call at Pusan Port in mid-August. It also 
plans to introduce the U.S. naval task force [hanggong- 
moham kidong putae] led by the aircraft carrier 
“Midway” into South Korea during the Olympics. 
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The No Tae-u ring plans to stage, during the Olympics, 
not only a war exercise in the waters around South Korea 
by mobilizing these pirate ships of the U.S. imperialists 
and puppet naval ships, but also to stage a war exercise 
on the sea by introducing and mobilizing even Japanese 
self-defense naval ships. 


The reckless war provocation maneuvers of the U.S. 
imperialists and the puppets have further aggravated 
tension on the Korean peninsula and increased the 
danger of war there. There is no one who would believe 
that a peaceful atmosphere can be createc by merely 
suspending the civil defense exercise while epochally 
increasing the number of the U.S. imperialist aggression 
forces in South Korea, reeking of powder by dragging 
numerous naval combat ships, incl*~2 nuclear-pow- 
ered aircraft carriers, into the wai. round South 
Korea, and covering the whole of Sou.h Korea with 
policemen under the pretext of security for the Olym- 
pics. 


The No Tae-u ring is a group of swindlers. The people of 
the world are expressing deep concern over the No tae-u 
ring’s indiscreet war maneuvers, which have become 
further unscrupulous on the threshold of the Olympics. 
They are raising the voices of condemnation against the 
rascals’ war maneuvers. Therefore, the No Tae-u ring is 
attempting to employ such a trick in a bid to soothe 
public opinion at home and abroad. However, this can 
fool no one. 


To ease tension on the Korean peninsula, to prevent war 
there, and to preserve peace of the country, it is imper- 
ative to convene a North-South joint parliamentary 
conference to adopt a declaration of nonaggression as 
proposed by us. 


An atmosphere of peace, not of war, can be created on 
the Korean peninsula, if the North and South do not use 
force of arms against the other side, if both sides reduce 
their armed forces sharply—along with withdrawing 
foreign troops and nuclear weapons in a phased man- 
ner—and if the DMZ is turned into a buffer zone. 


As long as the U.S. imperialist aggression forces stay in 
South Korea and their war maneuvers continue, peace in 
Korea and its peaceful reunification cannot be expected. 
This is why the South Korean youths, students, and 
people today are waging the strong anti-US. struggle for 
independence, calling for the withdrawal of U.S. forces 
and nuclear weapons from South Korea. With no trick 
can the No Tae-u ring conceal its dirty, true colors as a 
war errand boy for the U.S. imperialists and as a belli- 
cose element. 


The No Tae-u ring must renounce its criminal schemes 
of attempting to use the Olympics in its insidious pur- 
pose of provoking a war and must step down from 
power, as called for by the people, without delay. 
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Yun Kil-chung’s Advocacy of Cabinet Denounced 
SKOS08050588 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0456 GMT 5 Aug 88 


[Text] Pyongyang August 5 (KCNA)}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN today denounces representative member of the 
South Korean “Democratic Justice Party” Yun Kil- 
chung for repeatedly talking about the necessity of set- 
ting up a “cabinet responsibility system” during his 
foreign tour and blaring that the question would be 
brought up for full-scale discussion before and after an 
“interim estimation” of No Tae-u. 


This is a proof that gangsters of the ““DJP” are widely 
discussing a switchover to a “cabinet responsibility 
system” and hatching up a plot to push ahead with it, 
says the paper in a signed commentary. 


It goes on: 


It is not accidental that the puppets, crying for swit- 
chover to “cabinet responsibility” and linking it with the 
“interim estimation” of No Tae-u, blatted that it was 
necessary for “political stability’ free from “an 
extremely deformed political circumstance”—‘minority 
of the ruling party and majority of opposition parties”. 


Through the switchover from “presidential centralism” 
to “cabinet responsibility” the No Tae-u group tries to 
put the mask of “‘democracy” on its military dictator- 
ship, make nominal the “National Assembly” most of 
whose seats are held by opposition parties, and turn the 
political situation of South Korea in its favour under the 
rule of power-almighty monopolized by the administra- 
tion, a den of military gangsters. 


To cover up their black-hearted intention with honeyed 
words the puppets are now crying as if regional senti- 
ments required “‘cabinet responsibility’. But it is a lie. 


They are talking about “coalition’’, but it is no more than 
a crafty scheme to tempt the opposition parties. 


The No Tae-u group is working hard, lost to shame and 
reason, to remain in power. Its attempt at switchover to 
“cabinet responsibility” is part of machinations to inten- 
sify the military fascist dictatorship all the more after the 
Olympics. 


South Group Promotes Talks Preparations | 
SK0508044988 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0441 GMT 5 Aug 88 


[Text] Pyongyang August 5 (KCNA) —The South Korean 
“National Council of Student Representatives” (““Chon- 
daehyop’’) is vigorously promoting preparations for the 
August 15 North-South student talks in the teeth of the 
harsh suppression by the No Tae-u fascist clique, accord- 
ing to a report. 


F+ "S-EAS-88-151 
5 Au? 1988 


Chondaehyop held a general meeting at Koryo Univer- 
sity over August |-2 to readjust itself and elected O 
Yong-sik, chairman of the General Student Council of 
the university, as its chairman. 


In a report published at the general meeting, Chondaeh- 
yop decided “‘to encourage the atmosphere of reunifica- 
tion and peace in the second semester by drawing more 
ordinary people in North-South exchanges through the 
grand cross- country march and the August 15 North- 
South student talks.” 


The central preparatory committee under Chondaehyop 
for the grand cross-country march and the August 15 
North-South student talks for national reconciliation 
recently sent an appeal to the overseas students and 
democrats. 


Pointing out that South Korea has been trampled under- 
foot by the U.S. imperialists and turned into a “land of 
prostitution” for the Yankees and a “land taking after 
the Yankee’s physical quality,” the appeal expressed 
resentment at the continuation of the repressive rule of 
the dictatorial “regime” which has sold off South Korea 
to outside forces. 


Noting that the South Korean students were making 
preparations for the August 15 North-South student 
talks and the grand cross-country march, it requested the 
overseas students and democrats to cooperate in a suc- 
cessful holding of the student talks and join in the grand 
march with warm support and encouragement. 


Hanminjon Spokesman Condemns No’s Scheme 
SK0508045388 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0446 GMT 5 Aug 88 


[Text] Pyongyang August 5 (KCNA)}—The “South 
Korean National Democratic Front” (Hanminjon) rep- 
resenting the resentment of the entire people, bitterly 
denounces the scheme of the No Tae-u military dictato- 
rial “regime” to render the August 15 North-South 
student talks abortive, regarding it as an unpardonable 
criminal act desperately rejecting North-South dialogue 
and reunification. 


The spokesman for Hanminjon said this in a statement 
dated July 28. 


The August | 5 North-South student talks fully reflect the 
desire and will of the entire nation for reunification, and 
they are an epochal event in making a breakthrough in 
the 40 odd year long deadlock between the North and the 
South and bringing about a new phase for national 
reunification, noted the statement. 


It urged the No Tae-u “regime” to discard its position 
against dialogue and reunification, unconditionally and 
immediately stop ail criminal acts blocking the August 
15 student talks and provide all conveniences for the 
realisation of the August 15 talks. 
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The statement stressed: the August 15 talks will be a 
rendezvous not only for students but also for all people. The 
people of all walks of life should spare no support and 
cooperation for the student struggle for the August 15 
North-South student talks and take an active part in it. 


KPA Navy Flotilla Returns From USSR 
SK0508 105188 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1043 GMT 5 Aug 88 


[Text] Pyongyang August 5 (KCNA)—The flotilla of the 
Navy of the Korean People’s Army led by Senior Vice 
Admiral Kim Il-chol, commander of the KPA Navy, 
returned home from Vladivostok port, the Soviet Union, 
after concluding its friendly visit. 


The members of the flotilla were met today at Pyongyang 
railway station by Maj. Gen. Yi Hong-sun and other 
generals and officers of the Korean People’s Army and 
officials of the Soviet Embassy here. 


The art propaganda group of the KPA Navy also 
returned home. 


Cuban Athletes Affirm Stand on Olympics 
SK0508045788 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0450 GMT 5 Aug 88 


| Text] Pyongyang August 5 (KCNA)}—Cuban sports offi- 
cials reaffirmed Cuba’s principled stand toward the 
Olympics, according to a foreign news report from 
havana. 


“Cuba will not send competitors to the 24th Olympiad if 
there is no solution to the demand to share the site,” the 
president of the Cuban Olympic Committee told report- 
ers some time ago. 


The spokesman for the National Sports Institute of Cuba 
said the Cubans are athletes who have grown and trained 
under the principles of the revolution, willing to show 
solidarity with the DPRK by boycotting the “Seoul 
Olympics.” 


Jorge Alvarez, a sports specialist at the Cuban news 
agency PRENSA LATINA, said, “‘the athletes do share 
the position of the government of Cuba” concerning the 
Olympic problem. 


The foreign news report said Cuba is one of the Olym- 
pics’ notable holdouts, saying it won’t go unless a solu- 
tion is found for the DPRK’s demands for co-hosting the 
Olympics. 


Interviews with sports officials of Cuba found little 
concern that reprisals could be taken for not attending 
the “‘summer Olympics in Seoul,” said the report. 
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Kim Il-song Receives Lao Envoy’s Credentials 
SK0408 103688 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1022 GMT 4 Aug 88 


[Text] Pyongyang August 4 (KCNA)—Phongsavath Bou- 
pha, newly-appointed ambassador extraordinary and 
plenipotentiary of the Lao People’s Democratic Repub- 
lic to Korea, presented his credentials to the great leader 
Comrade Kim Il-song, president of the Democratic Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Korea, on August 4. 


Present on the occasion was First Vice-Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Kang Sok-chu. 


After receiving the credentials, President Kim Il-song 
had a conversation with the ambassador. 


The ambassador presented a gift to President Kim 
Il-song. 


Yi Kun-mo Meets Envoy 
SK0508 105088 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1045 GMT 5 Aug 88 


[Text] Pyongyang August 5 (KCNA)}—Yi Kun-mo, pre- 
mier of the Administration Council, met and had a talk 
with Phongsavath Boupha, newly-appointed ambassador 
extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic to Korea, who paid a courtesy call 
on him on August 5. 


Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs Pak Ui-chun was on 
hand. 


Polish Visitors Present Gift for Kim Il-song 
SK0408 103288 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1024 GMT 4 Aug 88 


[Text] Pyongyang August 4 (KCNA) —The great leader 
President Kim II-song was presented with a gift by the 
vacationing group of party workers of the Polish United 
Workers’ Party [PUWP] headed by Zofia Stepien, mem- 
ber of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of 
the PUWP, on a visit to Korea. 


The gift was handed to Hwang Chang-yop, secretary of 
the Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea, 
by head of the group Zofia Stepien. 


Present Gift for Kim Chong-il 
SK0408 103388 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1025 GMT 4 Aug 88 


[Text] Pyongyang August 4 (KCNA)}—Comrade Kim 
Chong-il, member of the Presidium of the Political 
Bureau and secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea, was presented with a gift by the 
vacationing group of party workers of the Polish United 
Workers’ Party [PUWP] headed by Zofia Stepien, mem- 
ber of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of 
the PUWP, on a visit to Korea. 
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The gift was handed to Hwang Chang-yop, secretary of 
the Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea, 
by head of the group Zofia Stepien. 


Poland’s Jaruzelski Awarded Medal on Birthday 
SK0508044788 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0437 GMT 5 Aug 88 


[Text] Pyongyang August 5 (KCNA)—Order of the 
Nationai Flag first class of the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea was awarded to Comrade Wojciech 
Jaruzelski, first secretary of the Central Committee of 
the Polish United Workers’ Party and president of the 
Council of State of the Polish People’s Republic, on his 
65th birthday. 


The DPRK ambassador to Poland conveyed it to Com- 
rade Wojciech Jaruzelski on August 1. 


Comrade Wojciech Jaruzelski expressed deep thanks for 
this and asked the ambassador to convey his heartfelt 
greetings to respected Comrade Kim Il-song, general 
secretary of the Central Committee of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea and president of the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea. 


He said that he regarded the order awarded to him as a 
clear symbol of the excellent friendly and cooperative 
relations between the parties and peoples of Poland and 
Korea. 


Recalling his meeting with respected Comrade Kim 
Il-song, he said that the relations between the parties, 
governments and peoples of the two countries had been 
favourably developed in strength with each passing day 
on a solid foundation. 


He expressed full support ‘> all proposals for national 
reunification advanced by respected Comrade Kim Ii-song. 


He said that the Polish youth and students would 
actively participate in the 13th World Festival of Youth 
and Students. 


He sincerely wished Comrade Kim Il-song good health 
and a long life. 


Bulgarian Communist Official Leaves for Home 
SK0508 104588 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1014 GMT 5 Aug 88 


[Text] Pyongyang August 5 (KCNA)}—Grisha Filipov, 
member of the Political Bureau and secretary of the 
Central Committee of the Bulgarian Communist Party, 
and his companion left for home today. 


They were seen off at the airport by Yon Hyong-muk, 
membei of the Political Bureau and secretary of the 
Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea, 
Kwon Min-chun, vice-director of a department of the 
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WPK Central Committee, and Petur Danailov, Bulgar- 
ian ambassador to Korea, and Zhang Tingyan, charge 
d’affaires ad interim of the Chinese Embassy here. 


During their stay in Korea, the secretary and his com- 
panion visited Mangyongdae and went round the West 
Sea barrage, the construction sites of the Nungnado 
Stadium and Kwangbok Street, the Grand People’s 
Study House, the Taean Heavy Machine Comp!ex and 
other places in Pyongyang and local areas. 


Mozambican Military Delegation Pays Visit 
SK0508 105788 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1046 GMT 5 Aug 88 


[Text] Pyongyang August 5 (KCNA)}—A military delega- 
tion of the People’s Republic of Mozambique headed by 
General Alberto Joaquim Chipande, minister of national 
defence, arrived here today. 


It was met at the airport by O Chin-u, minister of 
People’s Armed Forces, General Kim Kwang-chin, and 
other generals and officers of the Korean People’s Army, 
and Gregorio Lingande, charge d'affaires ad interim of 
the Mozambican Embassy here. 


A welcome function for the delegation took place at the 
airport. 


After the Mozambican and Korean national anthems 
were playea, Alberto Joaquim Chipande, accompanied 
by O Chin-u, reviewed a guard of honor of the KPA. 


O Chin-u Meets With Group 
SK0508 105988 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1048 GMT 5 Aug 88 


[Text] Pyongyang August 5 (KCNA)}—Minister of Peo- 
ple’s Armed Forces O Chin-u met and had a friendly 
conversation today with the military delegation of the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique headed by General 
Alberto Joaquim Chipande, minister of national 
defence, when the latter paid a courtesy call 01 him. 


Present there were general of the Korean People’s Army 
Kim Kwang-chin and charge d'affaires ad interim of the 


Mozambican Embassy in Pyongyang Gregorio 
Lingande. 
Irish Workers Party Leader Departs 
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[Text] Pyongyang August 4 (KCNA) —Comrade Sean 
Garland, general secretary of the Workers’ Party of 
Ireland, and his companions left here today after visiting 
our country. 


The guests were seen off at the airport by Hwang 
Chang-yop, secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea. 
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During their stay in Korea the general secretary and his 
companions visited Mangyongdae and the Mt. Packtu 
Secret Camp and went round the tower cf the chuche 
idea, the grand people’s study house, the international 
friendship exhibition, the Revolutionary Martyrs’ Cem- 
etery on Mt. Taesong, the Samjiyon school children’s 
palace and other places in Pyongyang and local areas. 


Delegation Leaves for Africa; MPR Group Arrives 
SK0508 110388 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1050 GMT 5 Aug 88 


[Text] Pyongyang August 5 (KCNA)}—A delegation of 
Kim Il-song Higher Party School headed by its Vice- 
President Kim Ki-pin left here Thursday for a visit to 
Tanzania and Mozambique. 


A Mongolian government trade delegation headed by 
Jamsrangiyn Dulma, first deputy minister of foreign 
economic relations and supply of the Mongolian Peo- 
ple’s Republic, arrived here on the same day. 


Yi Kun-mo, Kim Yong-nam Greet Tunisian Leaders 
$K0408 102288 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1018 GMT 4 Aug 88 


[Text] Pyongyang August 4 (KCNA)—Yi Kun-mo, pre- 
mier of the Administration Council sent a message of 
greetings to Hedi Baccouche on his re-appointment as 
prime minister of the Republic of Tunisia. 


Expressing the belief that the friendly and cooperative 
relations between the two countries would further 
develop in the future, the message wished him success in 
his work. 


Foreign Minister Kim Yong-nam sent a message of 
greetings to Abdelhamid Escheikh on his appointment as 
foreign minister of the Republic of Tunisia. 


Kim Il-song Attends Children’s Art Performance 
$K0408 153588 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1522 GMT 
4 Aug 88 


[Text] Pyongyang August 4 (KCNA) —The great leader 
Comrade Kim Il-song today appreciated the perfor- 
mance given by school children’s art circle on the occa- 
sion of the 35th anniversary of the victory in the father- 
land liberation war. 


Comrade Kim II-song was presented with a bouquet of 


flowers carrying the unanimous loyalty he entire 
school children. 

Seeing the performance with him was \ riter of 
West Germany Luise Rinser on a visit { yuntry. 


A guitar solo, a vocal solo of a folk song, a dance based 
on a fairy-tale, light music and other colourful numbers 
were put on the stage. 
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The performers admirably depicted their immense glory 
and joy of stoutly growing up to be reserves of the 
revolution, enjoying the greatest happiness in the world 
under the loving care of the great leader and the party 
and fully reflected their determination to struggle vigor- 
ously for the victory of the cause of chuche. 


The performance was warmly acclaimed by the audience. 


At the end of the performance, Comrade Kim Il-song 
congratulated the school children on their successful 
performance, waving to the enthusiastically cheering 
performers and audience. 


Decorators Complete Designs for World Festival 
SK0508043188 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0422 GMT 5 Aug 88 


[Text] Pyongyang August 5 (KCNA) —The decoration 
branch of the Korean preparatory committee for the 
13th World Festival of Youth and Students has recently 
completed designs of decorations. 


Included in about 70 sheets of designs are diverse styles 
of decorated towers, large paintings, and decorations of 
green spaces and crossroads. They fully reflect the idea of 
the festival, the aesthetic tastes of the contemporary time 
and the national characteristics. 


The decorated towers are designed in a unique and 
magnificent way. 


The towers 20-30 metres high reflect the aspiration, 
desire and will of the youth and students of the five 
continents who oppose war and love peace. 


The stair-style stands of flags including the flag of the 
DPRK, the festival flag and colored buntings will be 
installed at crossroads of the city and the places of 
functions. 


The decorated green spaces will take peculiar styles. 


The parks, recreation grounds and roadsides will be 
adorned with pictures, slogans and flags, giving a three- 
dimensional impression. 


The artists are now devoting all their wisdom and energy 
so that the Pyongyang festival would be a most signifi- 
cant festival and a stage of friendship and solidarity. 


Greater Production of Consumer Goods Urged 
SK0508121188 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
2220 GMT 2 Aug 88 


{NODONG SINMUN 3 August editorial: “Let Us Con- 
centrate Greater Efforts on the Production of the 3 
August People’s Consumer Goods’’] 


[Text] Today, ? August, we mark the 4th anniversary of 
the day dear C »mrade Kim Chong-il visited the exhibi- 
tion of light .«dustrial goods and gave enlightening 
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guidance on mobilizing inner reserves and potentials to 
produce in a mass movement the various necessities of 
life that suit the aesthetic sense of the times and the 
people’s taste. 


Our people greet this significant anniversary while 
engaging in the struggle to victoriously conclude the 
200-Day Campaign. During the 4 years since our party 
started the struggle for the production of the 3 August 
people’s consumer goods, an epochal upturn has taken 
place in the production of the people’s consumer goods. 
All sectors, units, and masses of broad strata, including 
plants, enterprises, cooperative farms, and people’s 
street neighborhood units, are currently participating in 
this struggle. 


With the rapid growth of the 3 August people’s consumer 
goods, the amount of production has increased 11.3 
times and the number of basic kinds has increased 4.8 
times over the same period in the past in Pyongyang 
alone. On a national basis, this resulted in their sharing 
a considerable proportion in the production of the peo- 
ple’s consumer goods as a whole. This realistically proves 
the justness and vitality of the 3 August people’s con- 
sumer goods and shows that this work is a mass struggle _ 
with a driving force. 


Comrade Kim Chong-il, member of the Presidium of the 
Political Bureau and secretary of the party Central 
Committee, has noted: Party organizations should push 
ahead continuously and vigorously with the work of 
increasing the production of the 3 August people’s con- 
sumer goods. 


To continuously enhance the people’s standard of living 
is the foremost principle of our party’s activities. Our 
party initiated and has been wisely leading the move- 
ment to produce the 3 August people’s consumer goods 
in order to provide the people with better and happier 
lives and to meet their ever-increasing diverse demand 
for consumer goods in a more satisfactory manner. 


To continuously expand the production of the 3 August 
people’s consumer goods is honorable and rewarding 
work that realizes our party’s will to fully provide the 
people with the consumer goods necessary for the minor 
needs of their life as well. 


All sectors of the people’s economy should uphold the 
party’s will and concentrate greater efforts on the pro- 
duction of the 3 August people’s consumer goods. Above 
all, they should heighten the masses’ willingness to work 
so that they can all actively engage in the work to 
produce the 3 August people’s consumer goods, using 
their brains and exerting enthusiasm. 


The masses are the masters in the production of the 3 
August people’s consumer goods. Everyone should par- 
ticipate in this work, use his brain, and be able to come 
up with his creation. All units, including provinces, 
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cities, counties, districts, plants, enterprises, and coop- 
erative farms should conduct the organizational and 
political work well in various forms and methods to 
make more people participate in the production of the 3 
August people’s consumer goods. 


The fundamental element in this work is to highly evoke 
the people’s loyalty to the party. To hold warm loyalty 
toward the party and to follow the party is our people’s 
consistent will and firm faith. Party organizations and 
functionaries at various levels should implant deep in 
the people’s minds the noble will of our party, which 
directly initiated the production of the 3 August people's 
consumer goods and ensures all conditions to expand its 
success to provide our people with happier and more 
affluent lives, so that everyone may participate in this 
work and so that their burning loyalty to the party 
combined with the masses’ creative wisdom may pro- 
duce excellent material results. 


It is important to nurture the brains of men and enhance 
their creativity. Cities, districts, counties, plants, and 
enterprises should frequently organize exhibitions, expe- 
rience presentation meetings, prize contests, and on-the- 
spot studies so that the wisdom of the masses of broad 
strata can be fully mobilized. They should also commend 
groups and individuals who have attained success and 
appraise them in many ways. 


To set new targets constantly and make steady efforts to 
reach a higher place are important ways to expand 
production of the 3 August people’s consumer goods. 
Today, the production of the 3 August people’s con- 
sumer goods has reached a high standard both in quan- 
tity and quality of the goods; however, there is no end to 
the workers’ demand for the people’s consumer goods. 


The people’s demand is the party’s demand. Party orga- 
nizations and functionaries should find ways to leap 
higher than the standard their units have reached and 
implement those methods without delay. In particular, 
the functionaries of complexes, plants, and enterprises 
with advantageous conditions and potentials should 
make greater efforts. 


It is important to amply ensure the material and techno- 
logical conditions for increasing the production of the 3 
August people’s consumer goods. That the Pyongchon 
district, the Songyo district, the Potonggang district, and 
the Sapo district of Hamhung effected innovation in the 
production of the 3 August people’s consumer goods and 
had the honor of receiving a letter of thanks from the 
party Central Committee was attributable to the imple- 
mentation of this work in which they ensured the mate- 
rial and technological conditions for increasing produc- 
tion while they efficiently conducted political work. 


The basic factor in ensuring material conditions is to 
build a good production base and intensify cooperative 
production so that we can better utilize inner reserves 
and continuously expand production at a rapid speed. 
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Cities, counties, and districts should build production 
bases of the 3 August people’s consumer goods every- 
where and organize cooperative production to mobilize 
and use all reserves and potentials and increase produc- 
tion continuously. 


The movement to produce the 3 August people’s con- 
sumer goods is a mass movement to produce the people’s 
consumer goods, and the masses of broad strata at 
various units all participate. Cities, counties, districts, 
and other guiding units should always grasp the produc- 
tion activities of not only the plants and enterprises in 
their respective areas but also the home work teams and 
home service workers, and lead them so that they can 
continuously produce new and better products in greater 
quantities. 


At the same time, cities, counties, and districts should 
conduct efficient work to enhance the role of the direct 
sales store and give reaction to production with these 
means. 


The key to increasing the quality and quantity of the 
production of the 3 August people’s consumer goods is to 
actively introduce the successes of science and technol- 
ogy. A number of units, including Moranbong district 
and Sapo district of Hamhung, are opening a new 
prospect of production by introducing the successes of 
science and technology. Functionaries of all units should 
actively induce the participation of scientists and tech- 
nicians in the production of the 3 August people’s 
consumer goods and intensify creative cooperation. 


In order to actively conduct the production of the 3 
August people’s consumer goods, the role of the respon- 
sible functionaries of cities, counties, and districts 
should be enhanced. The movement to produce the 3 
August people’s consumer goods is work that is con- 
ducted by the city, county, and district as a unit. When 
we look at the successful units, we know that the respon- 
sible functionaries of the city, county, and district are 
vigorously pushing ahead with this work with good 
planning and supervision. 


Functionaries of the party and the administrative and 
economic organizations of all cities, counties, and dis- 
tricts should maintain high revolutionary-mindedness, 
party-mindedness, working class-mindedness, and peo- 
ple-mindedness; go deep among the masses and work 
hard with them to produce the 3 August people’s con- 
sumer goods; and actively evoke the talents and zeal of 
the producers. By so doing, they should thoroughly 
demonstrate their loyalty to the party and the people 
through the success in the production of the 3 August 
people’s consumer goods. 


The workers’ interest in the 3 August people’s consumer 
goods is increasing with each passing day. Let us conduct 
a more vigorous struggle for the production of the 3 
August people’s consumer goods so that ail direct sales 
stores can richly overflow with diverse and useful goods. 
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Industries Fill 200-Day Campaign Goals 
SK0508043388 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0425 GMT 5 Aug 88 


[Text] Pyongyang August 5 (KCNA)—Over 1,300 indus- 
trial establishments and about 6,300 units across the 
country have successfully fulfilled their highly set assign- 
inents for the 200-Day Campaign, according to data 
available. 


The East Pyongyang Machine Plant, the Kwangchon 
Mine and other units have fulfilled not only the assign- 
ments for the campaign far ahead of schedule but also 
the yearly assignments. 


This proud success is attributed to the wise guidance of 
the great leader President Kim Il-song and the /orkers’ 
Party of Korea. 


President Kim Il-song roused the entire party members 
and working people in the 200-Day Campaign and has 
led them to be all victors and performers of feats in this 
fruitful campaign. 


The Workers’ Party of Korea has extended thanks on 
many occasions to those units which successfully ful- 
filled the campaign commitments ahead of schedule, 
greatly encouraging all the party members and working 


people. 


The “April 15 technical innovation shock brigades” 
across the country have since the start of the campaign 
introduced over 1.6 times as much technical innovation 
proposals as in the same period of last year, positively 
contributing to the fulfilment of the assignments. 


The August 8 factory, the Pyongyang Textile Machine 
Factory, the September 28 Factory and many other 
factories have creditably fulfilled the assignments for the 
production of equipment needed for the construction 
sites of the Sunchon Vinalon Complex, Kwangbok Street 
and other major objects. 


Many transport units have successfully ensured the 
transport of raw and other materials, equipment, etc. to 
the construction sites of major projects and various 
fields of the national economy. 


The campaign targets have been hit far ahead of schedule 
also at industrial establishments in such sectors as con- 
struction, building-materials industry, forestry, mining, 
light industry, fisheries and agriculture. 


July Assignments, Tasks Overfulfilled 
SK0408 154088 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1514 GMT 
4 Aug 88 


[Text] Pyongyang August 4 (KCNA)—The July assign- 
ments were carried out at 105 percent, taking the country 
as a whole, through the vigorous 200-Day Campaign in 
Korea. The assignments were carried out at 105 percent 
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by the Power Industry Commission, at 102 percent by 
the Mining Industry Commission, at 110 percent by the 
Machine Industry Ministry, at 119 percent by the Ship- 
building Industry Ministry, at 101 percent by the Light 
Industry Commission, at 102 percent by the Building- 
Materials Industry Commission, at 128 percent by the 
Forestry Ministry, at 102 percent by the Fisheries Com- 
mission and at 127 percent by the Ministry of Natural 
Resources Development. 


All these successes were made possible thanks to the wise 
guidance of the great leader President Kim Il-song who 
initiated the 200-Day Campaign and guided it in the van 
and the Workers’ Party of Korea. 


President Kim Il-song acquainted mimself with the work 
in different domains of the national economy and saw to 
it that a new upsurge was effected in the production and 
construction. 


Dear Comrade Kim Chong-il vigorously inspired the 
entire party members and working people to the 200- 
Day Campaign, while giving on-the-spot guidance to 
various units. The key industries including power, coal, 
metal and building materials industries kept production 
going on at a high level, thus recording a marked increase 
above the same period last year. 


Production increased substantially in the machine, 
chemical and light industries, fisheries and others 
domains. 


A high speed of construction was created at the major 
construction objects including the Sunchon Vinalon 
complex, the Sariwon Potassic Fertilizer Complex, and 
the construction of dwelling houses. In July the value of 
construction assembling in the construction ministry 
grew by 66.5 percent compared with the corresponding 
period last year. 


As a result of the successful implementation of the July 
plan in production, construction, transport, etc, a sure 
guarantee has been provided to conclude the 200-Day 
Campaign with flying colors. 


Iron, Steel Complex Sets Production Record 
SK0408 100488 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1001 GMT 4 Aug 88 


[Text] Pyongyang August 4 (KCNA)}—The Hwanghae 
Iron and Steel Complex has chalked up a new record in 
the production of iron and steel. 


In the heat of the 200-Day Campaign, the workers of the 
complex have of late lifted the daily average output by 
13.3 percent in pig iron, 13.7 percent in steel and 50 
percent in rolled steel over that in the earlier 150 days. 


Blast furnace no. 2 is producing 300 extra tons of molten 
iron outside the daily quotas and the roughing mill 300 
more tons of axle steel than the previous record. 
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The steel shop renewed its record and new records have KOTRA Surveys U.S. Firms on Market Opening 
been set in the sintering and coking processes. SK0508014788 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0135 GMT Aug 88 


South Korea 
[Text] Seoul, Aug. 5 (YONHAP)—Despite Korea’s 
growing market Opening measures in recent years, more 
Passage of U.S. Trade Bill Regretted than half of the U.S. export firms questioned in a recent 
SK0508010588 Seoul YONHAP in English survey have never shipped their products to South 
0055 GMT 5 Aug 88 Korea, the Korea Trade Promotion Corp. (KOTRA) 


reported Friday. 


[Text] Seoul, Aug. 5 (OANA-YONHAP)—The Korean Of 261 U.S. export fiis:. surveyed by KOTRA, 132 
Government and business community expressed deep _firms (51 percent) said i... have never exported goods 
regret Thursday over the passage of an omnibus trade _ to Korea, while 58 (22 percent) replied that they have 
bill by the U.S. Senate as the measure contains strong — shipped products to Korea on a number of occasions. 
protectionist elements. 

The 261 firms seem to have deep interest in Korean 
markets in view of their participation in such commod- 
ity exhibitions here as the Seoul International Trade 
Fair, according to KOTRA. 


Kim Hang-kyong, spokesman for the Foreign Ministry, 
said in a statement that in terms of its protectionist 
elements, the bill, even though revised, is virtually no 
different from the previous version vetoed by President 


Ronald Reagan. Of the 132 firms which have not shipped goods to Korea, 


84 firms (64 percent) said they had no opportunity to do 
so, while 21 (16 percent) said their products had no 
“After the passage of the revised U.S. omnibus trade bill marketability in Korea. 

by the U.S. Senate on Aug. 3, 1988, the Korean Govern- . 

ment again expresses its deepest regret at the similar _ Eight firms (six percent) said they could not ship goods 
decision made by the U.S. Congress,” he said. “The to Korea because the volume and amount of goods 
Korean Government hopes that the U.S. Administration ordered was small, while five firms (four percent) said 
will once again demonstrate its firm commitment to free —_ they could not meet the standards on prices and quality 
trade by taking appropriate measures not to allow such a requested by Korean importers. 

protectionist bill to be enacted.” 

Meanwhile, 81 percent (105) of the 129 firms that have 
shipped goods to Korea said their exports to Korea have 
increased recently, reflecting the wider access of Korea’s 
markets to U.S. goods. 


Trade and Industry Minister An Pyong-hwa urged Rea- 
gan to veto the bill, adding that it is against the free-trade 
principles of the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT) and will invite retaliation against the 


ee ee See ee Tourist Exchange With PRC To Begin in October 
SK050805 1888 Seoul YONHAP in English 

The Korea Foreign Trade Association said the bill, 0504 GMT 5 Aug 88 

which will have a negative impact on U.S. trade partners, 

will cause protectionism to spread. The association also 

urged the U.S. Administration to continue its contribu- [Text] Seoul, Aug. 5 (YONHAP)—South Korea and 
tion to the preservation of the world free-trade order. China have agreed to start tourist exchanges in late 
October after the Seoul Olympiad, while bilateral nego- 
tiations are under way on such sp°cific issues as trans- 


Meanwhile, sources at the Economic Planning Board portation routes. 


(EPB) forecast that U.S. pressure for the quicker appre- 
ciation of the Korean won against the U.S. dollar and 
wider market opening to U.S. agriculturai products and 
service industries will intensify if the bill, which espe- 
cially targets such countries as Japan, Taiwan and Korea, 
is enacted. 


The agreement was reached when He Ruchang, vice 
president of China International Travel Service, a Chi- 
nese state-run travel company, expressed interest, during 
a visit to Seoul last month, in organizing tourist 
exchanges with South Korea, Korean Transportation 
Minister Yi Pom-chun said Thursday. 

There is also a growing concern that such U.S. import ; 
restraints as anti-dumping charges and the invocation of Korea is about to adopt the Chinese proposal of limiting 
safeguards on Korean-made high-tech products, foot- tourist visas to history teachers and those in cultural 
wear, automobiles and semiconductors could increase, fields at the initial stage, before expanding visa issuance 
the sources said. to the general public. 
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The two countries are still narrowing differences over 
transportation routes, as China favors the indirect Seoul- 
Tokyo-Beijing, or Seoul-Beijing [as received] route over 
the Yellow Sea. 


The indirect routes linking Tokyo or Hong Kong require 
a six-hour flight, compared with 90 minutes for the 
direct route over the Yellow Sea. Flight costs on the 
direct route would cost only one-fifth of those for the 
indirect routes. 


The government is also willing to allow agreements 
between shipping companies of the two countries for 
passenger ship service. 


Meanwhile, the Korea National Tourism Corp. recom- 
mended global tours, Hanjin Travel Service Co., and 
Korea Travel Bureau Inc. as counterparts for the China 
International Travel Service. 


In a related development, Cho Chung-kon, president of 
Korean Air, visited China and the Soviet Union last 
month to discuss the inauguration of flights linking 
Korea and the two communist countries. 


Korean Air hopes that temporary air routes—to link 
South Korea, China and the Soviet Union during the 
Seoul Olympics—will become regular routes after the 
Olympics. 


During the games, the Soviet Union plans for its aircraft 
to fly to Seoul via Beijing and over the Yellow Sea or via 
Vladivostock and Kangnung, while China plans for its 
aircraft to fly directly to Seoul over the Yellow Sea. 


SFRY Trade Office Scheduled To Open 1 September 
SK0508073288 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0725 GMT 5 Aug 88 


[Text] Seoul, Aug. 5 (YONHAP)—Yugoslavia is sched- 
uled to open a trade representative office here on Sept. |, 
Officials at the semi-governmental Korea Trade Promo- 
tion Corp. (KOTRA) said Friday. 


The scheduled opening of the trade representative office, 
to be headed by Dimitri Grcear, adviser to the Chamber 
of Economy of Slovenia, follows an agreement between 
— and Belgrade on the mutual exchange of trade 
offices. 


Under the agreement, KOTRA established a trade office 
in Ljubljana, capital of Yugoslavia’s Slovenian republic, 
in June. 


Once the Yugoslavian trade office opens, it will mark the 
second time that an East European country will establish 
a trade office in South Korea, following the establish- 
ment of a Hungarian trade office in March. 


South Korea has no diplomatic relations with East 
European countries. 
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Iraqi Planes Bomb Daelim Plant in Iran 
SK0408235988 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD 
in English 5 Aug 88 p 3 


[Text] Iraqi warplanes bombed the Iranian gas refinery 
in Khangsan for the second time Wednesday but no 
casualties were reported, a Labor Ministry source said 
yesterday. 


The source said two Iraqi fighters attacked the gas 
refinery with four rockets around 8:30 a.m. (local time), 
destroying a boiler system and electric facilities. 


But 28 workers of Daelim Industrial Col., the Korean 
contractor of the refinery construction project, escaped 
the air raid without harm, he said. 


Daelim evacuated all but the 28 workers from the 
construction site last month after the initial Iraqi air raid 
on June 30 that left 13 Dealim workers killed and dozens 
of others injured. 


The source said the 28 workers sought safety immedi- 
ately after an air raid warning was issued, adding that 
they are now taking refuge at a Jocation some 50 km 
away from the construction site. 


He said the Korean Embassy in Iran was planning to take 
the workers to Tehran because they were still in danger 
of an aerial attack. 


The Korean government ordered Daelim to bring home 
the workers as soon as possible, he said. 


No Sends Envoy to South American Inaugurations 
SK0508001588 Seou! THE KOREA TIMES in English 
5 Aug 88 p 2 


[Text] Former prime minister Kim Chong-yol will be 
dispatched to Ecuador and Paraguay next week to attend 
the inaugural ceremonies of the two Central [as pub- 
lished] American countries’ presidents next week, the 
Foreign Ministry announced yesterday. 


During his visits, the ex-premier will deliver auto- 
graphed letters from President No Tae-u to Ecuadorian 
President Rodrigo Borja on Aug. 10 and Paraguayan 
President Affredo Stroessner on Aug. 15. Kim will also 
discuss with government officials ways to promote prac- 
tical cooperation between Korea and the two countries, 
the ministry said. 


Assembly Hearing Confirms Gap on Unification 
SK0508002188 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
5 Aug 88 p 2 


[Text] A National Assembly public hearing on South- 
North students talks yesterday only reaffirmed the fact 
that there still lies a wide gap in opinions between the 
government and students where issues involving 
national unification are concerned. 
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The government maintained it would not tolerate any 
talks between South-North students about unification 
problems, which the government insists is not an issue 
that can be settled through students’ initiatives. But a 
student leader claimed that the students talks will be 
realized and eventually will end in success. 


The Board of National Unification Minister Yi Hong-ku 
and five others, including a student leader, spoke at 
yesterday’s hearing sponsored by the Assembly’s special 
committee on unification policies. It was the first time in 
Korea’s constitutional history that a student leader has 
been invited to speak at an Assembly panel. 


The following are the gists of speeches delivered at 
yesterday's hearing. 


Minister Yi, the government cannot tolerate South- 
North students talks with important items on the agenda 
which it is considered unlikely that students can settle. 
Any discussion on unification issues should be based on 
democratic order and system. But the government is 
ready to accommodate such reasonable suggestions as 
South-North exchanges of student groups and sports 
teams. 


Chong Myong-su, president of Yonsei University Stu- 
dent Association and vice chairman of the National 
University Students Council—lIt is the consensus of the 
entire student body that the nation should achieve 
territorial reunification and reconciliatory unity among 
the whole people. Stemming from such consensus are the 
projected Aug. 15 South-North students talks and the 
cross-country march to be participated in by students 
from both parts of Korea. The two events will be carried 
out and eventually end in a great success. 


Prof. Chong Yong-sok (Tanguk Univ.}—Although the 
bona fide intent of students regarding the inter-Korean 
students’ meeting is understandable, the talks are certain 
to bring about negative results because (1) it is feared the 
conference may be abused by North Korea (2) the 
channel of dialogue with North may be disunited (3) it is 
untimely to hold the talks at this moment with the Seoul 
Olympics just around the corner and (4) the important 
issue of national unification should not be used as an 
instrument of struggle to topple the government. 


Prof. Yi Yong-hui (Hanyang Univ.}—The motive and 
feeling of students who are pushing ahead with the 
South-North students’ conference were caused by (1) the 
fictitiousness and deceptiveness of unification policies of 
the past regimes (2) the inconsistency in the govern- 
ment’s unification policies (3) the government’s suppres- 
sion and abuse of unification debates (4) the existence of 
undemocratic statutes, including the National Security 
Law, and (5) the government’s monopolization of infor- 
mation about North Korea. The government should 
promptly take firm and substantial steps to solve these 
matters before opposing the students talks. 
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Daily Urges Students Not To Monopolize Dialogue 
SK0508112288 Seoul CHOSON ILBO in Korean 
5 Aug 88 p 2 


{Editorial: “The Reunification Issue Cannot Be Monop- 
olized by the Students”’] 


[Text] After a very long time, those in the ruling system 
and those that oppose it (the student movement circle) 
got together and discussed the reunification issue at a 
public hearing organized by the Reunification Commit- 
tee of the National Assembly. In a sense, this makes us 
feel that we are living in a very different age. It means 
that the scale of our politics has expanded that much. 


The topic of the debate was, in a word, whether it is good 
or bad for the students to meet the North Korean 
students and to discuss even political and military. affairs 
without the arrangement of the government. If we 
present our conclusion first, we believe it not to be good. 


Those who believe it to be good contend that the 
successive South Korean regimes, including the current 
government, have pursued a false reunification policy 
and security for the regime and have sought to 
strengthen the dictatorship in an effort not to realize 
reunification and to perpetuate division and that, there- 
fore, at present, the students must personally take the 
lead in seeking to facilitate exchanges and to discuss even 
the issue of resolving military affairs. 


Very eccentric viewpoints are contained in this contention. 
They contend that the reasons for the perpetuation of 
division can only be found on our side; that suppression, 
oppression, and dictatorship have existed only on our side; 
that antagonistic ideology has been inspired only by our 
side; and that information has been blocked only on our 
side. This is an unreasonable contention. First of all, we 
must not overlook the fact that the very “theory of revolu- 
tionizing South Korea,” which the North has consistently 
maintained since the 25 June war, is a primary factor that 
strengthens our side’s responsive attitude of rejecting revo- 
lution, thus perpetuating division. 


As for dictatorship and oppression, the South is an 
“amateur,” but the North is a “professional.” Also, as 
for the inspiration of animosity, the North’s cramming 
propaganda education is unmatched. Say we distorted a 
true picture of life in the North; then how can the 
distorted picture of life in South Korea, which the North 
crammed into the children of Kim Man-chol, be 
explained? 


If they say that the North and the South did the same 
thing, it is all right. However, they say that all those acts 
of rejecting reconciliation and harmony have existed 
only on our side. This is truly a biased view. 


Therefore, we cannot but strongly oppose a situation in 
which today’s student group—which is led by the hard- 
core movement circle that has publicly advocated the 
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“revolui:on for national liberation and the masses’ 
democracy” while maintaining this very vicious and 
biased vicw-—and the students of the North—who are 
manipulated by responsible operational agents in the 
North’s Workers Party Liaison Department, who inspire 
the “revolution for national liberation and the people's 
democracy” in South Korea—will freely meet and dis- 
cuss the withdrawal of U.S. forces from K «ea and other 
political and military affairs. 


To speak of formalities, how in the world can the student 
activist group exercise something similar to the power of 
representation this way or that in dealing with political 
ind military affairs, which are matters that concern all of 
South Korea? If the students do not recognize the 
representative capacity of this government, who gave the 
capacity of represeniing South Korea to the student 
movement circle? 


If political and military affairs and the reunification 
issue cannot be monopolized by the government and the 
ruling party, they cannot be monopolized by the student 
movement circle, either. It is correct that a common 
consensus is reached on the reunification issue through 
genuinely democratic procedures and that the govern- 
ment, armed with this consensus, meets with the North. 


The government also quickly says that it will follow these 
democratic procedures. Therefore, it would be reason- 
able for the students to leave political and military 
affairs to the political circies and to seek nonpolitical 
exchanges within a framework that the public authorities 
of the North and the South will agree upon. 


Parties Question Need for ‘Peace Dam’ 
SK0508091588 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0904 GMT 5 Aug 88 


[Text] Seoul, Aug. 5 (YONHAP)—The so-called “Peace 
Dam,” being constructed by South Korea near the 
Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) to protect the South from 
possible “water offensives” by North Korea, has sparked 
a new controversy between the ruling and opposition 
parties over the background surrounding the construc- 
tion of the costly structure. 


The main opposition Party for Peace and Democracy 
(PPD) urged the government to explain why it began the 
construction so hastily and to reveal details on the 
construction expenditures. 


The ruling Democratic Justice Party (DJP) also called on 
the government to explain details regarding the dam. 


The government completed the first phase of the Peace 
Dam in May near Yangku, 90 kilometers northeast of 
Seoul, at a cost of about 250 million U.S. dollars. The 
government is preparing for the second phase of con- 
struction. ' 
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Government officials have said the 80 mieter-high dam 
will help protect the South from water oifensive -, delib- 
erate or accidental, originating from a North Korean 
dam placed upstream on the Han River. The down- 
stream of the river flows through the center of Seoul. 


The officials said that Pyongyang began construction of 
the Kumgangsan Dam on the upper reaches of the Han 
River in October 1986 to store 20 billion tons of water. 
They added that if the dam is destroyed, the dam’s 
waters will flood southward, devastating the Seoul met- 
ropolitan area and central regions of the South. 


They also said the Peace Dam’s first phase is mainly 
designed to head off Pyongyang’s possible attempt to 
launch a water offensive, thus ensuring that the Seoul 
Olympics can be held safely. 


However, the opposition parties—the PPD, the Reuni- 
fication Democratic Party (RDP) and the New Demo- 
cratic Republican Party (NDRP)}—demanded that the 
construction be halted, asserting that the dam reportedly 
under construction by the North could not threaten the 
South with water offensives. 


The ruling party appeared to agree with the opposition’s 
move, as it urged the government to stop the construction. 


DJP Secretary-General Pak Chun-pyong said his party 
does not think the Kumgangsan Dam can endanger the 
seoul Olympics, adding that the DJP asked the govern- 
ment to make public the details of the construction. 


PPD Floor Leader Kim Won-ki said the government 
should take responsibility and apologize for the misun- 
derstanding it caused as well as “fraudulent acts” during 
the dam’s construction. 


He said his party will unveil the background of the dam's 
construction before a special National Assembly com- 
mittee established to probe alleged irregularities during 
the government of former President Chon Tu-hwan. 


NDRP Does Not Seek Coalition With DJP 
SK0508000188 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
5 Aug 88 p 2 


[Text] New York (Special}—Kim Chong-pil said Thurs- 
day that his New Democratic Republican Party has no 
intention to seek a coalition with the ruling Democratic 
Justice Party. 


Kim said his firm conviction in the superiority of the 
cabinet system had been mentioned sever al times since 
the presidential campaign period last year. 


Therefore, Kim said, his receat remarks in the United 
“*ates on the advocation of the parliamentary govern- 
inent did not represent a new proposal. 
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Kim said he could not understand why ruling party chair- 
man Yun Kil-chung had made similar remarks in Manila 
favoring the cabinet system, adding that constitutional 
reform for adoption of parliamentary rule should not be 
pushed through within a short span of time. 


Yun Says Coalition ‘Personal’ Idea 
SK0508004388 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
5 Aug 88 p 2 


[Te «t] Tokyo—Ruling party chairman Yun Kil-chung 
has termed his ideas on a coalition government as just 
“personal” apparently in a bid to calm down controversy 
in Seoul over his recent remarks in Manila. 


In a press conference here Thursday, he said, “My idea 
of a coalition is a personal opinion designed to institu- 
tionalize the opposition’s cooperation with the govern- 
ment, according to dispatches from Tokyo. 


“A coalition government is not actually appropriate in 
the present presidential system. But it may be seriously 
considered in the future for better politics,” he said. 


Yun, however, added that the Assembly should be a 
“venue of harmony between the ruling and opposition 
camps, whether based on a coalition or not,” stressing 
that it is undesirable for the three opposition parties to 
unite to counter the ruling party in every case. 


He denied parts of his earlier remarks and said that he 
has not yet deliberated on potential coalition partners. 


In Manila Wednesday, he cited Kim Yong-sam‘‘s Reu- 
nification Democratic Party and Kim Ciong-pil’s New 
Democratic Republican Party as partners, instantly 
upsetting the former. The latter’s reaction was not imme- 
diately available as he is now on a U.S. trip. 


He also stepped back from an opinion that midterm 
appraisal of President No Tae-u might be linked with a 
referendum for a constitutional revision to adopt a 
parliamentary government, which aroused bitter reper- 
cussion from Chongwadae. 


He said, “It is not good to speak of an interim assessment 
at this moment because he took the office barely a couple 
of months ago.” 


Parties Threaten To Force Choe Kyu-ha Testimony 
SK0508005388 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
5 Aug 88 p I 


[Text] Kim Tae-chung’s Party for Peace and Democracy 
yesterday threatened that the opposition controlled 
Assembly panel on the Kwangju uprising will force 
ex-president Choe Kyu-ha to testify before the panel, 
through vote, if the ruling camp does not compromise on 
the persistent 0; position call asking for Choe’s voluntary 
testimony. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Key post-holders of the PPD vowed that the party will 
not trifle with the “arrogant stance” of the ruling party 
and will ride on public opinion to bring to light all 
corrupt instances of the past government and the 1980 
Kwangju civilian uprising. 


Kim said the opposition will “‘mobilize all legal means 
available” to rectify the distorted history.“ 


PPD spokesman Yi Sang-su said the opposition-domi- 
nated special Assembly panel will issue a subpoena to 
ex-president Choe to testify before the committee if the 
Opposition and the government parties fail to compro- 
mise On the matter. 


Yi argued that the ruling camp is attempting to block 
Choe’s testimony because it is noi sure of ““what Choe 
will say” before the Assembly panel. 


The government party has long insisted that Choe should 
not be called before the testimony panel as it is not 
“proper treatment” for a former head of state. 


The PPD said that ex-president Choe is urged to clarify 
his position on why the government declared martial law 
across the country in 1980, why he was forced to resign 
from the presidency, and whether Chon Tu-hwan or Kim 
Tae-chung “‘masterininded” the Kwangju incident. 


The largest opposition party said that it is ready to 
accept the ruling Democrat Justice Party’s demand to 
exclude its lawmakers, Chong Ung and Chong Sang- 
yong, from the Assembly committee to ensure its smooth 
operation. 


The DJP in -isted on delisting the two lawmakers from 
the Kwangju incident panel for the reason that they are 
directly involved in the tragic event. The government 
party claimed their participation will not ensure “neu- 
trality” in the operation of the panel. 


Representatives of the rival parties will meet on Aug. 8 
to compromise on their differences on the operation of 
the Kwangju incident panel, but talk will remain at an 
impasse as long as the rival purties fail to reach a 
compromise. 


As a gesture of signaling its resolute stance, the opposi- 
tion voted Friday night to request that government 
prohibit overseas trips by ex-president Chon Tu-hwan, 
his wife Yi Sun-cha, and 14 other relatives, which 
include in-laws and other family members. 


The opposition said the Justice Ministry must order a 
ban on the 16 figures from leaving the country until a full 
probe is completed. It is feared that they will flee the 
country in secret and destroy all evidence, it said. 
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The opposition said it will soon request the Justice 
Ministry to retrieve the passports of the 16 figures to 
prevent their slipping out of the country. The Justice 
Ministry said it will review the Assembly request and 
decide the matter upon receiving the formal written 
letter from ihe Assembly. 


Such a hardening attitude of the opposition became 
apparent in the wake of Democratic Justice Party chair- 
man Yun Kil-chung’s remark in Manila, who hinted 
about a constitutional amendment to usher in a cabinet 
type government. 


The opposition, especially Kim Tae-chung’s party, con- 
cluded that Yun’s remark is a “pre-mediated political 
scheme” to divert public attention from the Assembly 
probe into the corrupt acts of the past administration 
and the Kwangju incident. 


Most of opposition analysts concluded that the Manila 
remark is an attempt to “shake the opposition unity and 
cooperative mood” although Yun downplayed his 
remark as “personal opinion.” 


Whether the Manila remark was well-orchestrated polit- 
ical scenario or not, it served to bolstering [as published] 
the position of the hard-liners in the opposition, political 
observers said. 


More on Request To Ban Travel of Chon’s Femily 


Justice Ministry Views Request 
SK0508052488 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0513 GMT 5 Aug 88 


[Text] Seoul, Aug. 5 (YONHAP)—The Justice “/inistry 
has said that once the National Assembly submits a 
formal written request that former President Chon Tu- 
hwan, his wife and 14 of their relatives be subject to an 
exit ban, it will review the matter. 


The ministry, however, cannot make a decision for or 
against the Assemb‘y request at this time because it has 
yet to examine the reason why a special Assembly panel 
asked for the exit ban, a ministry spokesman said. 


The opposition-controlled special Assembly panel prob- 
ing alleged irregularities by the government of former 
President Chon passed a motion Wednesday c » the exit 
ban. Ruling party members of the panel boyc ‘ed the 
vote. 


Under the motion, the ad hoc committee will formally 
request the government to take possession of passports 
belonging to Chon, his wife and their relatives to prevent 
them from leaving the country until Dec. 31. 


The motion, however, has no binding force on the 
government. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


DJP Protests Panel's ‘Abuse’ 
SK0508004188 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
5 Aug 88 p 2 


[Text] Special Assembly panels investigating the Chon 
Tu-hwan administration's irregularities and the 1980 
Kwangju turmoil are likely to be impeded for the time 
being as the ruling party demanded yesterday that their 
chairmen apologize for his “abuse of power.” 


In a statement issued at an expanded meeting of the 
officials, the opposition, should apologize and then 
resign. 


It accused Yi Ki-taek, chairman of the irregularities 
panel, of defying normal procedures and practice by 
abruptly motioning a resolution calling for the ban on 
overseas trips by 16 people whom the opposition listed 
as subjects of the House probe. 


The statement, issued in the name of deputy spokesman 
Yi Kung-kyu, claimed that DJP members were not 
“formaliy™ notified of the resumption of a session in 
wich Opposition panel members passed by vote the 
resolution. 


“The opposition chairman exploited the opposition 
majority of the committee and drove it into a deadlock,” 
it argued. 


The 16, which the panel will ask the authorities con- 
cerned to put on a black list, include Chon, his wife Yi 
Sun-cha, and their relatives. 


Sixteen members of the 31-lawmaker panel, all from the 
opposition, voted for the resolution, while 15 DJP mem- 
bers were absent from the conference hall. 


Chairman Yi Ki-taek, of the Reunification Democratic 
Party,said that an Assembly official was sent to the DJP 
members three times to ask them to pariicipate in the 
vote and waited about one hour for them. 


They did not come, arguing it was absurd for Kim 
Pong-cho of the RDP to introduce the resolution in a 
“blitz action” without prior consultation with the DJP, 
Yi maintained. 


The Justice Ministry should review the validity of the 
resolution when it is formally filed. 


Former president Chon and his wife were reported to 
have diplomat’s passports without any expiration date 
on them. The government party took issue with Kwangju 
panel leader Mun Tong-hwan’s presentation of sum- 
monses of American witnesses without any agreement 
between rivai parties. 


The pastor-turned first-term lawmaker also vowed to 
offer travel expenses to them in letters, conveyed by 
Assemblymen of his Party for Peace and Democracy to 
the Department of Sate while on a U.S. trip last week. 


The DJP statement urged him to resign as chairman of 
the Kwangju committee in responsibility for his 
“reckless” acts. 
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PPD, RDP Leaders Satisfied With Ban 
SK0508003188 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
5 Aug 88 p 2 


[“‘Press Pocket’’ column: “Great Satisfaction’’] 


[Text] Kim Tae-chung and Kim Yong-sam were greatly 
satisfied with the House passage Friday [as published] of 
a resolution for the exit ban on ex-president Chon 
T-hwan, his wife Yi Sun-cha and other 14 member of the 
Chon family. 


Kim Yong-sam said the opposition move was in lien 
with public opinion adding that the opposition will 
“lead” the operation of the Assembly special committees 
unless the government party is cooperative. 


Kim Tae-chung said he sees no possibility that the ruling 
camp will seek to rewrite the Constitution for adoption 
of the cabinet system even “by shortening the five-year 
presidential term.” 


He made the remark after he was asked whether he and 
his party would accept the parliamentary form of gov- 
ernment “if President No Tae-u cut short his five-year 
Presidency.” 


Yun Kil-chung chairman of the ruling party, said Tues- 
day that the ruling party may change the government 
form. But he added that the possible constitutional 
rewriting should guarantee the completion of No’s five- 
year term. 


Government Poised To Accelerate Won Appreciation 
SK0508072788 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0717 GMT 5 Aug 88 


[Text] Seoul, Aug. 5 (YONHAP)—The USS. dollar is 
expected to depreciate aginst the Korean won currency 
at a more rapid pace than previously, dropping to the 
690 won-level in October, an economic daily reported 
Friday quoting an unidentified government official. 


The government is ready to accelerate the won’s appre- 
Ciation as exports in July grew 23 percent from a year 
earlier and the current account surplus for this year is 
projected to reach 11 billion dollars, the Korea ECO- 
NOMIC DAILY quoted the official at the Economic 
Planning Board as saying. The surplus figure is far higher 
than the government’s projection of nine billion dollars. 


The daily’s front page report suggests a change in the 
government’s policy on the won’s appreciation. The 
government has recently slowed down the won’s appre- 
ciation against the dollar, yielding to pressure from 
exporters, who argue that they are suffereing from losses 
in earnings because of the sharp change in the won’s 
value. 


The government originally planned to appreciate the 
won’s value to the 690 won-level at the end of this year. 
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The government fears that the higher-than-expected sur- 
plus could worsen the existing trade friction with Korea's 
major trading partners and sharply expand liquidity 
volume, triggering inflation. 


The government, which has decided to accelerate ine 
won’s appreciation to solve those problems, plans to 
maintain the 690 won-level after October until the end of 
this year. 


The one dollar: 690 won exchange rate means that the 
won would have appreciated 14.8 percent against the 
dollar for the entire year. As of Friday, the won has 
appreciated 9.54 percent against the dollar since the end 
of last year. 


Assuming that the dollar drops to the 690 won-level in 
October, the greenback should decline 10-15 won each 
month from now on. The dollar dropped 10.7 won in 
January, 20.8 won in February, 14.60 won in March, 6.2 
won in April, 7.1 won in May, 4.6 won in June and 4.5 
won in July. 


Commenting on the report, economic planning board 
spokesman Chang Sung-u said, “‘It seems necessary to 
accelerate the won’s appreciation because of the snow- 
balling current account surplus and mounting exports. 
But nothing has been decided yet on the exchange rate.” 


Korea’s exports, particularly those to communist coun- 
tries, are increasing sharply. Exports to those countries 
surged 50 percent to 480 miilion dollars in the first half 
of this year from a year earlier. South Korea has no 
diplomatic relations with any communist country. 


Meanwhile, the government has serious difficulty in 
managing monetary expansion caused mainly by the 
mounting exports. 


Ulsan Hyundai Workers Plan Strike 
SK0408003988 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
4 Aug 88 p 3 


{Text} Unionized workers of Hyundai Heavy Industries 
in Ulsan reported to the Kyongsangnam-do Provincial 
Administration its plan to go on strike if their demand 
for wage hikes and improvement of working conditions 
are not met in the next 10 days. 


The decision to go on strike was approved in a vote of 75 
in favor and 72 against, which was held on Aug. |. 


Since June 9 management and the labor side held a 35 
meetings to resolve labor disputes. 


The management side complained that the demands of 
the laborers are too much, citing that the items of their 
demands has risen to as many as 142. 


If the workers’ demands are that many in number, the 
management side cannot but doubt the real intention of 
the picketing workers, asking them to show more reason 
and cooperation in riding out the difficulties the com- 
pany is now suffering. 
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Rangoon Reportedly Calm; 31 Arrests Noted 
BK0508091688 Hong Kong AFP in English 0901 GMT 
5 Aug 88 


[Text] Rangoon, Aug 5 (AFP)}—The authorities have 
arrested 31 people in connection with student demonstra- 
tions in the capital Wednesday and Thursday which trig- 
gered similar incidents in Pegu, official reports said Friday. 


Twenty of those detained in Rangoon, under martial law 
since Wednesday, were students and four people who 
posed as students. The remaining seven were people 
caught taking part in the “disturbances,” reports in 
Rangoon’s six state-run newspapers said. 


They said the demonstrations triggered off similar inci- 
dents in Pegu, some 80 kilometers (50 miles) north of 
Rangoon. 


Martial law was declared in Rangoon Wednesday after what 
officials described as “rowdy mob demonstrations.” 


Rangoon remained tense but calm Friday morning with 
no reports of incidents. Police and military units were 
deployed at strategic points in the capital, witnesses said. 


In the first official report of Thursday’s incidents, the 
authorities said some 50 students started marching at 
around mid-day northwards from the city centre on Sule 
Pagoda Road. They turned east when they saw security 
units and then dispersed, the reports said. 


An hour later, another group of 50 students started march- 
ing along Bogyoke Street westward towards Scott Market, 
then turned south into Shwedagon Pagoda Road toward the 
Strand where they headed east. They dispersed after coming 
upon a security unit, the reports added. 


At 2 p.m. (0630 GMT) a break-away group in west 
Rangoon scattered after being followed by a security 
unit, the reports said. Another grour of 50 students 
gathered at a pagoda in west Rangoon were similarly 
dispersed, they added. 


The official reports described two to three incidents in 
which students forcibly commandeered cars to get into 
the city to join the demonstrators. 


It put the number of people actively joining the students at 
100 


Witnesses have said there were many more. 
There were hundreds of onlookers who scattered at the 


sight of uniformed troops or military and police cars, 
witnesses said. 
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The official account also reported incidents when stu- 
dent demonstrators tried to get other students to come 
out school to join them. 


Some people posing as students also “carried out 
destructive activities,” the official reports said. 


There was similar student unrest in Pegu where some 
300 students joined with about 500 residents and staged 
demonstrations and made speeches in the town centre 
while two other groups of 150 and 200 threw stones at 
some food-shops and made speeches before dispersing. 


The official reports did not say whether there were any 
confrontations between the demonstrators and security 
forces, but one or two warning shots were reported to 
have been fired Thursday. 


The authorities would take legal actions against those 
arrested, the official reports said. 


(Diplomats in Bangkok siad the current unrest was the 
most serious since the mid-1970’s, when Rangoon was 
placed under martial law in 1974-76 after students and 
the government fought over the burial site of former 
United Nations Secretary General U Thant, a Burmese 
who became a symbol of opposition to Genral Ne Win.) 


Government Reinforces Troops 
OW0508115588 Tokyo KYODO in English 1137 GMT 
5 Aug 88 


[Text] Bangkok, Aug. 5 KYODO—The Burmese Govern- 
ment sent armored cars, trucks and troops to major places in 
Rangoon on Friday to prevent further antigovernment dem- 
onstrations in defiance of martial law imposed Wednesday, 
according to Western diplomats there. 


The diplomats, reached by telephone, said the Burmese 
Government strengthened troop detachments in 
Rangoon on Friday as thousands of people marched 
through the capital in protest against the government of 
new leader Sein Lwin the previous day. 


The state-run news agency NAB said 25 demonstrators 
were taken into custody Thursday for antigovernment 
actions in several places in the capital. 


It said about 800 people, including students, held a rally 
and demonstrated in pegu about 80 kilometers northeast 
of Rangoon on Thursday and hurled stones at shops. 


The Western diplomats said the government strengthened 
troops in Rangoon apparently to prepare for an antigovern- 
ment general strike called by students for next Monday. 
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More Details of 4 August Rangoon Protests 
a Hong Kong AFP in English 1739 GMT 
4 Aug 


[Text] Rangoon, Aug 4 (AFP)—Students staged peaceful 
protests in Rangoon Thursday, a day after the authorities 
imposed martial law in the capital following what offi- 
cials described as rowdy mob demonstrations. 


The authorities have not banned public gatherings in the 

city or imposed a curfew following Wednesday’s unrest 

and the police did not move in to disperse Thursday’s 

—— which began about mid-day, observers 
ere said. 


Hundreds of bystanders and soldiers deployed at City 
Hall watched as some 200 students staged a peaceful 
march northwards along Sule Pagoda Road in central 
Rangoon, witnesses said. 


The students chanted anti-government slogans and car- 
ried two portraits of the late General Aung San, architect 
of Burma’s independence in 1948, they said. Some wore 
handkerchiefs around their faces to hide their identities. 


The march ended peacefully, the witnesses said. 


A dusk-to-dawn curfew and ban on public gatherings 
imposed in Rangoon in June after rioting were lifted on 
July 9. Observers here said they had not been re-imposed 
despite the declaration of martial law in the capital 
Wednesday. 


But vehicles equipped with loudspeakers roamed the 
streets reminding the public that public disturbances 
would be effectively dealt with by the military and that 
everyone should go about their business as usual, wit- 
nesses said. 


Twelve truck-loads of security police were deployed at 
the gilded Shwedagon Pagoda on the outskirts of 
Rangoon early Thursday where students had, since July 
28, been staging anti-government demonstrations, wit- 
nesses said. 


Martial law was imposed here late Wednesday after 
studen‘s and thousands of residents staged demonstra- 
tions in different parts of the city and several other 
townships under its jurisdiction. 


The authorities said Wednesday’s actions were “rowdy 
mob demonstrations to create disturbances,” according 
to an official report released by the NEWS AGENCY OF 
BURMA (NAB) Thursday. 


NAB said an unspecified number of students and other 
““disturbance-makers” had gathered Wednesday in front 
of Gen Aung San’s bronze statue beside the Royal Lake 
east of the Shwedagon Pagoda. 
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The students then commandeered passing cars to go to the 
city centre where they staged “rowdy demonstrations,” 
shouting anti-government slogans in front of City Hall 
before marching through the city, the news agency said. 


Another group of students gathered at Insein and Hlaing 
Townships some 16 kilometres north of Rangoon where 
they stopped buses, forced passengers out and used the 
buses to get to downtown Rangoon, ii said. 


Still another ““mob” gathered at a junction of Insein 
Road towards the evening, blocking traffic and demon- 
Strating, it said. 


The official report said demonstrators in Rangoon beat 
up a bystander found with a camera and manhandled 
another who tried to intervene, while one person was 
stabbed and seriously wounded. 


The commander of the Rangoon Military Command, 
Brigadier General Myo Nyunt has been appointed chief 
martial law administrator for the 27 townships of 
Rangoon until martial law is revoked. 


Schools are io remain open in all the 27 townships 
currently under military rule, NAB said Thursday. 


An immediate reaction to the imposition of martial law 
is that the price of rice, Burma’s staple food, shot up by 
almost 50 percent in the open market, shoppers said 
Thursday. 


Thai Press Rounds Up Rangoon Protests 
BK0508093088 Bangkok BANGKOK POST 
in English 5 Aug 88 pp I, 3 


[Text] Rangoon—Some 10,000 demonstrators defied a mar- 
tial law decree yesterday and demonstrated in the heart of 
the Burmese capital, facing off against soldiers who fired 
warning shots into the air, Western diplomats said. 


The Rangoon-based diplomats said “simultaneous, sep- 
arate and large-scale demonstrations” broke out in the 
Burmese capital at about noon Rangoon time after a 
morning of calm. 


The sources said the total number of demonstrators in 
the ciiy was not known but about 10,000 people—mostly 
young students—gathered around the Sule Pagoda where 
troops moved into position and fired warning volleys 
into the air. 


Sule Pagoda, said to date back more than 2,000 years, 
formed the centre of the city when Pritish colonials in 
the 19th century laid down a grid-street system for the 
capital. The temple’s central spire rises 48 metres, mak- 
ing it the tallest structure in the downtown arrea. 
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Other Rangoon residents contacted said one group of 
protesters dispersed after several trucks loaded with 
troops arrived at a building housing a number of govern- 
ment ministry offices not far from the Sule Pagoda. 


Crowds gathered around the red brick colonial building 
and shouted demands for the restoration of democracy, 
the ouster of new President Sein Lwin and the release of 
prisoners he has already arrested. 


“Down with the government,” students shouted. “The 
students started running when the troops moved in,”’ one 
witness said. 


No shots were fired, he said, but troops chased the 
students until they escaped into small side alleys. 


Heavy monsoon rains reportedly thinned some of the 
crowds by mia afternoon. 


Some 50 trucks packed with soldiers moved into the 
capital and troops took up positions outside the City 
Hall, the Hluttaw (National Assembly) building and the 
Rangoon Institute of Technology campus. 


The protesters were confronted by lines of soldiers at one 
point but both sides appeared to be acting with restraint. 


Martial law was indefinitely clamped on the city on 
Wednesday after thousands of young students marched 
through the downtown area. shouting slogans denounc- 
ing Sein Lwin, a former military officer and reputed 
hardliner. 


The official Radio Rangoon, monitored in Bangkok by 
AP, said martial law was necessary to ensure the security 
of the state, safeguard property and allow students who 
so desire to study peacefully. It said directives might be 
issued for summary trials. 


Troops under martial law administrator Brig Gen Myo 
Nyunt, commander of the Rangoon Division Military 
Command, patrolled the streets in armored cars. Others 
were stationed at public places. 


Brig Gen Myo Nyunt has been appointed chief martial 
law administrator for the 27 townships of Rangoon until 
martial law is revoked. 


The shift of responsibility to the military from the lon 
htein (security control) riot police could also take some 
heat from the fierce conflict between authorities and 
protesters, for whom the police force is a symbol of 
brutal state power. 


The lon htein, who use ruthless methods, are widely 
feared and hated. 


Diplomats said no curfew was in effect, although few of 
the city’s 3.5 million residents were seen on the streets on 
Wednesday night after the decree went into effect. 
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The decree was broadcast over loudspeakers in some 
quarters of the city but there was reportedly an insuffi- 
cient number of loudspeakers to blanket the capital. 


The decree, signed by Sein Lwin, said from July 28 until 
Tuesday, students had demonstrated, delivered speeches 
and spread pamphlets at Burma’s most sacred shrine, the 
Shwedagon Pagoda. 


“Today, on 3 August, 1988, about 200 students, joining 
forces with some people intent on causing riotous distur- 
bances, made protest marches en masse and started 
disturbances, and a situation arose which regional organs 
of power can no longer control,” the proclamation said. 


Western diplomats said on Wednesday they saw about 
3,000 young students marching through the heart of the 
city, their faces covered with handkerchiefs, stockings 
and other masks to prevent identification by authorities. 


Some saffron-robed Buddhist monks were among the 
students, who later were joined by large numbers of 
workers as the mass of demonstrators moved towards the 
western part of the capital. 


The diplomats reported no violence or confrontation with 
police—who were not in evidence—in contrast to down- 
town riots last March and June when by conservative 
reliable estimates more than 100 persons were killed. 


“They were very well organised, very peaceful,”’ one 
diplomat said. ““They would form rings around cars so 
there would be no damage.” 


The majority of the protestors both on Wednesday and 
yesterday appeared to be in their midteens and appar- 
ently were high school students. 


According to the NEWS AGENCY OF BURMA, “dis- 
turbance-makers” on Wednesday gathered in front of the 
late Gen Aung San’s bronze statue beside the Royal 
Lakes east of the Shwedagon Pagoda. 


Another group of students gathered at Insein and Hlaing 
townships some 16 kilometres north of Rangoon where 
they stopped buses, forced passengers out and used the 
buses to get to downtown Rangoon, it said. 


Burmese who have seen promised of economic improve- 
ment fade into inaction after previous crises, including 
an aborted coup atten:npt in 1976, said they preferred to 
believe in changes when they see them take effect. 


An immediate reaction to the imposition of martial law 
is that the price of rice shot up by almost 50 percent in 
the open market, shoppers said. 
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Minister Meets With Entrepreneurs, Traders 
BK0408 144488 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 4 Aug 88 


{Text} U Khin Maung Gyi, minister of trade, met 
entrepreneurs and traders of Rangoon Division and 
explained economic matters that the private sector can 
undertake at a meeting held at the Rangoon Division 
People’s Council conference hall at 1600 today. 


The minister explained in detail the objective of the 
emergency session of the Fourth People’s Assembly in 
passing the law that abolished the Private Enterprises 
Law and the aim of the report presented by the State 
Council at that session regarding the production busi- 
ness, local and foreign trade, local services, and border 
trade that the private sectc can undertake. 


The trade minister said private businessmen, while aim- 
ing to keep their interests and national interests balanced 
in a fair and equitable manner, must make use of their 
capabilities and work with diligence, determination and 
a nationalist spirit toward boosting production and 
developing the national economy in accordance with the 
reformed economic policies and guidelines. 


The minister also replied to the questions raised by the 
traders. 


The meeting was attended by the chairman of the 
Rangoon Division Regional Party Committee; deputy 
ministers of planning and finance, and trade; the chair- 
man of the Rangoon Division People’s Council and 
council members; representatives of township people’s 
councils in Rangoon Division; the director general of the 
Trade Department; responsible officials; and business- 
men and traders in Rangoon Division. 


Brunei, Malaysia & Singapore 


Singapore 


Prime Minister’s Deputy on Change of Leadership 
OW0508040188 Tokyo KYODO in English 0249 GMT 
5 Aug 88 


[Text] Singapore Aug 5, KYODO—Singapore’s young 
leaders are ready to take over from Prime Minister Lee 
Kuan Yew, who has ruled over this island republic since 
1959, his top deputy, Goh Chok Tong, said Friday. 


Lee has said he will step down from the premiership at 
age 65. He will turn 65 on September 16 this year. 


First Deputy Prime Minister Goh quickly added, however, 
“Mr. Lee is still physically and mentally fit and alert.” 


While Goh, 47, is most likely to succed Lee as prime 
minister, Lee is expected to seek the country’s first 
elected presidency pending constitutional amendments. 
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In an interview with KYODO News Service, Goh said 
the presidential election may be held even before general 
elections, which are held every four years in Singapore. 


The previous parliamentary contest was held in Decem- 
ber 1984. 


“Naturally, you will find it difficult to get the time of the 
general election in any country,” Goh said in the inter- 
view but added, “The speculation is, it will be some time 
this year.” 


How and when Lee will hand over his political leadership to 
younger leaders has aroused a considerable amount of 
interest in this industrially fast-growing country. 


Lee is the only prime minister Singaporeans have known 
since national independence in 1959. 


In the interview, Goh said, ““We have a team that is more 
or less ready (to take over Lee’s leadership) but that 
doesn’t mean that there must be a precise moment for 
handing over.” 


“Once we have a second team of (younger leaders), it is 
unimportant as to when the team takes over,” Goh added. 


Regarding Singapore’s new presidential system, Goh 
said in a speech before Parliament last week that the new 
president will not be an executive president like his 
counterpart in France. 


‘“(Singapore’s president) will only have a custodial role in 
two areas—safeguarding of our financial reserves and of 
the integrity of our public service,” Goh added in the 
statement. 


Incumbent President Wee Kim Wee was elected by 
Parliament with the prime minister’s recommendation. 
His four-year term is due to end in October 1989. 


The government has presented a white paper to Parlia- 
ment on constitutional amendments for a direct presi- 
dential election system. 


The white paper will be debated in Parliament next 
week, according to the deputy prime minister. 


On regional affairs, Goh, who is concurrently defense 
minister, said the issue of U.S. Military bases in the 
Philippines is a bilateral matter, but added that Japan is 
in a “very good” position to provide non-military assis- 
tance to reduce the economic burden of both the United 
States and the Philippines. 


He said, however, “This should be kept separate from 
the bases issue.” 


Goh referred to a multilateral assistance program to help 
the Philippine government of President Corazon Aquino 
as one area where Japan can contribute significantly. 
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While acknowledging that discussions between industri- 
ally advanced and newly industrializing economies 
(NIEs) are useful, Goh said such dialogue ‘must also be 
constructive and not merely an exercise to exert pressure 
on the (latter).” 


In a recent trip to Japan, South Korea, and Taiwan, 
Prime Minister Lee and leaders of the three countries 
agreed on the importance of having talks between the 
two groups of countries regarding the NIEs’ growing 
exports to industrially developed countries, including 
the United States. 


Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan, and Hong Kong are 
dubbed “the four dragons” of rising industrial powers. 


Touching on Japan-Singapore relations, Goh said he will 
visit Tokyo in April next year. 


Although bilateral economic ties are strong, he urged 
Japan to further increase its imports from Singapore. 


Goh also noted a sharp increase in the number of 
Japanese tourists visiting Singapore, which rose 34 per- 
cent in 1987 to 540,000. 


Cambodia 


SPK Reports Nguyen Van Linh, Gorbachev Talks 
BK0508033988 Phnom Penh SPK in English 
1115 GMT 22 Jul 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK, July 22—Vietnam and the 
Soviet Union will strive for an equitable political solu- 
tion to the Cambodian conflict. This view was expressed 
by Nguyen Van Linh, secretary general of the CPV 
Central Committee, and Mikhail Gorbachev, secretary 
general of the CPSU Central Committee, at the meeting 
in Kremlin on 20 July. 


The Vietnamese and Soviet leaders showed special inter- 
est in the positive development of the situation in 
Cambodia resulting in the PRK Government’s active 
implementation of its national reconciliation policy. 


Nguyen Van Linh stressed that this year the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam is withdrawing half of its remaining 
volunteers troops and their command from Cambodia, 
that the remaining will be withdrawn by the end of 1989 
or early 1990 at the latest, and that the schedule for the 
troop pullout will be updated if an early solution is 
achieved. 


Mikhail Gorbachev welcomed Vietnam’s goodwill and 
expressed his hope that it would be favorably responded 
to by all those who sincerely want to end the conflict. 
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The two sides pledged they would strive to create favor- 
able international conditions for the settlement of the 
Cambodian issue. They held that the People’s Republic 
of China could considerably contribute to the resolution 
of this question. 


Nguyen Van Linh said Vietnam is prepared to engage in 
negotiatioi’ with China to settle all differences on the 
basis of equality and mutual respect. 


The two leaders stressed the important significance of 
the projected “informal meeting” in Jakarta and 
expressed their hope that this meeting would strongly 
accelerate the search for a solution to the Cambodian 
issue, thus contributing to promoting the actual under- 
standing between the Indochinese and ASEAN countries 
and improving the political atmosphere in Southeast 
Asia. 


SRV Training Commission Arrives for Visit 
BK0408 123388 Phnom Penh SPK in English 
1122 GMT 4 Aug 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK, Aug 4—A delegation of the 
Commission for Propaganda and Training of the Com- 
munist Party of Vietnam led by Tran Trong Tan, mem- 
ber of the CPV Central Committee and head of the said 
commission, arrived here this morning on a friendship 
visit to Kampuchea. 


It was welcomed at the airport by Khoy Khunhuor, 
member of the People’s Revolutionary Party of Kampu- 
chea Central Committee and president of its Commis- 
sion for Propaganda and Education, and other officials. 


SRV Position South of Battambang Destroyed 
BK0508035588 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army 
of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2315 GMT 

4 Aug 88 


{Text} On 29 July, our National Army attacked and 
completely destroyed a Vietnamese company position at 
Boeng Kak that was part of a network defending the 
southern area of Battambang. We killed five Vietnamese 
enemies on the spot and wounded a number of others. 
We also destroyed 15 assorted firearms and some war 
materiel. The remaining Vietnamese soldiers quickly 
abandoned the position. 


Article Assesses Dangers of Supporting SRV 
BK0508052988 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army 
of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2315 GMT 

4 Aug 88 


[Station article: “Are the Hanoi Vietnamese Committing 
Aggression Against Cambodia and is the DK a Danger to 
Southeast Asia and the Asia-Pacific?’’] 


[Text] Many world strategists in the West and several 
diplomats have noticed that some people share the 
opinion of Vietnam and the Soviet Union that the 
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Khmer Rouge must be eliminated simultaneously with 
the withdrawal of the Vietnamese troops. The view of 
the strategists and diplomats is that if the so-called 
problem is raised, it will only become a matter of 
protecting the aggressors while subjecting their victims 
to attack. Is this the way to solve the Cambodian 
problem? Absolutely not. Is the fact that the Vietnamese 
aggressors are being protected and are conniving to 
destroy part of the national forces struggling against 
them not a danger to Cambodia and its people, to 
Southeast Asia, the South China Sea waterway, as well as 
the Malacca Strait? And does it not set a bad example in 
world history and destroy the principles of international 
law and the UN Charter? 


Briefs 


32 Persons Return 


In July, 32 misled persons from opposing factions pre- 
sented themselves to the revolutionary authorities of 
Kompong Cham Province, located approximately 100 
kilometers northeast of Phnom Penh. The returnees, 
most of them Pol Pot soldiers, brought with them 21 
firearms and a quantity of war materiel. [Text] 
[BK0508074388 Phnom Penh SPK in English 0426 GMT 
5 Aug 88 BK] 


Laos 


Afro-Asian People’s Conference Opens 


Sali Vongkhamsao Gives Speech 
BK0408 162188 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0500 GMT 3 Aug 88 


[Report on a speech by Sali Vongkhamsao, vice chair- 
man of the LPDR Council of Ministers, at the opening of 
the “enlarged conference” of the Committee of the 
Presidium of the Organization for Solidarity With Afro- 
Asian Peoples, AAPSO, at the Lan Xang Hotel, in 
Vientiane, Laos on 3 August—portions recorded] 


[Text] The conference of the AAPSO began when Sali 
Vongkhamsao, vice chairman of the Council of Minis- 
ters, took the rostrum to deliver a speech. 


After congratulating and hailing the delegations from the 
fraternal and friendly countries on behalf of the party, 
government, and people of Laos for attending the con- 
ference, Sali Vongkhamsao pointed out the significance 
of the conference as follows: 


This conference is aim not only at discussing the posi- 
tions of the AAPSO toward the various problems in the 
Asia-Pacific region but also at making preparations to 
contribute to the debates on the overall issues which will 
be decided at the forthcoming seventh AAPSO summit. 
Sali Vongkhamsao went on to say: 
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[Begin recording] The enlarged conference of the Com- 
mittee of the AAPSO Presidium on Asia and the Pacific 
is convened at a time when the world and regional 
Situations are changing in numeron's important aspects. 
At present, numerous forms of uncompromising struggle 
and conflict are taking place in this region as well as in 
other regions throughout the world, thus posing an 
overall threat to the existence of mankind. However, the 
people of the world appear to be more unified and 
interdependent. They have forged themselves into a 
great force to achieve peaceful coexistence and mutual 
cooperation. A trend toward holding negotiations to ease 
tensions and to settle various conflicts through political 
means is favorably developing with every passing day. 
Mankind nowadays fully realizes that all the people of 
the world are sharing a common supreme interest, that is 
to carry out a struggle to reduce armed forces, to do away 
with and to halt the danger of a nuclear war, to safeguard 
peace and international security, to preserve human 
civilization, to establish equitable and mutual relations 
in the economic field, and to establish a new interna- 
tional economic order that is just and correct. Of course, 
the struggle to achieve the above-mentioned goals still 
remains difficult and confusing due to sinister designs 
employed by the warmongering imperialists and reac- 
tionaries. However, the struggle to score victories for 
peaceful coexistence and for a bright future and prosper- 
ity is an obligation of mankind which cannot be stopped 
by any force. [end recording} 


Sali Vongkhamsao also said: Our country is located in 
the heartland of Asia and the Pacific region. Over the 
past 40 years, our people have united with the fraternal 
Vietnamese and Cambodian peoples to tirelessly carry 
out a struggle and have made great sacrifices to regain 
independence and freedom for their respective coun- 
tries. Over the past 12 years since the complete liberation 
of our country, our people have endeavored to do away 
with all adverse effects of the war and natural calamities 
and to develop production. As a result, the moral and 
material life of our people has gradually improved. 


In the past recent years, we have carried out restructuring in 
various fields, aimed at switching the natural economy to a 
commodity production base so as to create necessary fun- 
damental conditions for gradually making our country pros- 
perous. To achieve this goal, our Lao people hope greatly to 
live in peace and to forge cooperation with all countries, 
first of all with the neighboring countries and other coun- 
tries in this region, on the basis of friendship, equality, and 
mutual benefits. The aforementioned stand and good inten- 
tions of our party, state, and people have been clearly 
spelled out in our foreign policy. 


=. 
Se 


We hold that at present international cooperation is 
needed for the existence and development of all nations. 
Therefore, it is necessary that the interests of each 
country and of the region as a whole, in addition to that 
of mankind in general, must be harmoniously combined. 
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We hold that international relations and cooperation is 
one of the subjective foundations encouraging all coun- 
tries with different social and political systems to coexist 
with one another in peace. 


In addition, the improvement of the political atmo- 
sphere in the world, the reduction of forces, and the 
elimination of nuclear weapons will pave the way for the 
international economic relations to vigorously develop 
step by step. Adhering to such a viewpoint and with its 
strong aspirations, at the informal meeting held in Bogor 
in Indonesia on the Cambodian problem and the other 
problems in Southeast Asia, the Lao delegation 
advanced a seven-pvint proposal on the setting up a zone 
of peace, friendship, and cooperation in Southeast Asia. 
Our proposal drew support from all the delegations but 
that of the genocidal Pol Pot clique. And adhering to our 
aspirations to broaden our economic relations with the 
international community, on 25 July our government 
promulgated a law on foreign investment in the LPDR. 


Pursuing such a foreign policy, the LPDR fully supports 
and endorses the Soviet Union’s stand on the issue of 
peace and security in the Asia-Pacific region, emphati- 
cally expressed in a speech delivered in Vladivostok by 
the Comrade General Secretary of the CPSU Central 
Committee Mikhail Gorbachev. 


We highly value the contributions made by the Republic 
of India to peace and security in Asia and the Pacific. We 
completely support the proposal of the MPR on the 
signing of a treaty on the nonuse of force against one 
another in the relations among the countries in the 
Asia-Pacific region. 


We support the initiatives of the DPRK on peaceful 
reunification of Korea and to turn the Korean peninsula 
into a zone of peace and free of nuclear weapons. 


We wholeheartedly welcome and completely support the 
seven-point proposal advanced by the PRK and voiced 
by PRK Council of Ministers Chairman Hun Sen at the 
Bogor informal meeting on 25 July 1988. 


We completely support the SRV stand on the Cambo- 
dian problem and regional problems, especially the 
SRV’s good intentions to withdraw 50,000 Vietnamese 
volunteer troops from Cambodia by the end of this year, 
and to withdraw the rest of them by the end of 1989 or 
within the first 4 months of 1990 at the latest. We are 
satisfied with the positive outcome of the recent Bogor 
informal meeting. 


We aspire to strengthen good neighborly relations with 
countries sharing common borders with our country on 
the basis of the principles of peaceful coexistenee. As for 
our relations with the Kingdom of Thailand, we hope to 
see that the spirit of the two 1979 Lao-Thai joint 
communiques are finely displayed in relations between 
the two countries. We are of the view that the two sides 
should together rapidly settle the conflict along the 
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border in Boten District and Chat Trakan District, and 
end all acts that have had an adverse effect on each 
other’s security. Each side should take the initiative in 
creating mutual trust and understanding between them- 
selves and creating a neighborly relationship between the 
peoples of the two countries. 


Council of Ministers Vice Chairman Sali Vongkhamsao 
said at the end: 


[Begin recording] The AAPSO has consistently rendered 
active and strong support to our Lao people, both during 
the national liberation struggle in the past and the 
national construction at present. On behalf of the party, 
government, and multiethnic people of Laos, on this 
occasion, I would like to express our sincere and pro- 
found thanks to AAPSO. [applause] 


The Lao people hope that AAPSO, which is an interna- 
tional organization commanding a high degree of respect 
from all peace- and justice-loving people, will score even 
greater victories in carrying Out activities to promote 
peace, friendship, cooperation, and development in this 
region and will make noble contributions to the struggle 
for the peace, security, and happiness of all nations in the 
world. [end recording] 


After Sali Vongkhamsao ended his speech, Dr (Moral 
Ghaleb), AAPSO acting president, gave a speech officially 
opening the conference. He said: I am very pleased with the 
seven-point proposal, recently advanced by the Lao Gov- 
ernment, to turn Southeast Asia into a zone of peace, 
friendship, and cooperation, and free of nuclear weapons. | 
believe this proposal will become a fundamental issue for 
discussion and debate at this conference. The cooperation 
between the Soviet Union and the United States, especially 
in the disarmament sphere, displayed at the recent summit 
between the two superpowers led to the signing and imple- 
mentation of a treaty on the elimination of nuclear missiles 
and other types of mass-killing weapons to create a lasting 
process for reducing nuclear weapons so as to liberate 
mankind from the threat of nuclear war and to open a new 
era for the reduction of tension. The development of the 
above-mentioned Soviet-U.S. relations has created favor- 
able conditions for the trend toward negotiation and coop- 
eration to settle problems in international relations and 
regional conflicts. If such a complex issue as the reduction of 
nuclear weapons can be settled through negotiation, why 
can’t other conflicts be resolved in a similar manner? 


Dr (Moral Ghaleb) went on to say: I believe the informal, 
or cocktail party meeting—held in Jakarta and initiated 
and arranged by Indonesia—in which all four Cambo- 
dian factions from tiie two sides met on the first day and 
representatives of the Indochinese and ASEAN countries 
as well as the four Cambodian factions met later, consti- 
tuted a successful step toward peaceful settlement of the 
Cambodian problem on the basis of elimination of an 
opportunity for the Pol Pot clique to return to power. I 
reiterate AAPSO support for the ZOPFAN [zone of 
peace, freedom, and neutrality] proposal advanced by 
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the ASEAN countries as well as the Indochinese coun- 
tries’ peace initiatives, especially the LPDR’s seven- 
point proposal to turn Southeast Asia into a zone of 
peace, friendship, and cooperation, free of nuclear weap- 
ons. On a regional level, AAPSO has made all efforts to 
support the constructive initiatives and proposals made 
by the USSR, India, the MPR, the DPRK, the South 
Pacific countries, and other countries for peace, security, 
and cooperation in Asia and the Pacific, and to build this 
region into a nuclear-free zone. On this issue, I think the 
PRC, which possesses a great might, and the Chinese 
people, who have maintained fine traditions, will play a 
great role in the common cause of the Asia-Pacific 
people, which has long been AAPSO’s desire. 


Dr (Moral Ghaleb) stressed at the end: Our conference is 
being held at a time when a new, rapidly changing situation 
has emerged in the world and in this region. Therefore, it is 
necessary for us to correctly appraise the new developments 
in Asia and the Pacific in line with the world situation at 
present so as to outline a practical program of action to 
bring the people in this region to participate in the common 
Struggle for peace, stability, and cooperation, and in the 
socioeconomic development. 


After Mrs Nguyen Thi Binh, AAPSO vice president, read 
a report from the AAPSO Presidium Committee on the 
issue of security in the Asia-Pacific region, Thongkhoun 
Anantasounthon, chairman of the Lao United Buddhist 
Association and on behalf of the Asian Buddhist Orga- 
nization for Peace; Singkapo Sikhotchounnamaili, chair- 
man of the Lao Committee for World Peace, Friendship, 
and Solidarity With Other Countries; and representa- 
tives of Lao mass organizations took turns presenting 
their views to the conference. 


Phoumi Vongvichit Meet Delegates 
BK050805 1088 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 5 Aug 88 


{Text} Yesterday afternoon, Phoumi Vongvichit, acting 
president of the LPDR, received a courtesy call from 
delegations to an enlarged conference on Asia-Pacific of the 
AAPSO Presidium Committee, the conference that was held 
in Vientiane last Wednesday and Thursday [3 and 4 
August}. On this occasion, Phoumi Vongvichit welcomed 
and highly assessed the success of the conference and 
considered this historic conference a great encouragement 
for the Lao people to build their country. He also informed 
the delegations of the movements of struggle for peace of the 
Lao people as well as of the peoples of the three Indochinese 
countries—Laos, Vietnam, and Cambodia—in the past and 
the present. The acting president was confident that the 
success of this conference will significantly contribute to 
settling various disputes in Asia—in particular the Cambo- 
dian problem—to maintain genuine peace and stability in 
the region. 


He noted that with their aspirations, the peace-loving 
people in the world will certainly be able to defeat those 
who cherish war. He also reiterated that the government 
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and the peace organizations of Laos, as well as the Lao 
people, will do their best to contribute to establishing 
peace in Southeast Asia and the world for the prosperity 
and happiness of mankind. 


(Dr Moral Ghaleb), acting president of the AAPSO, on 
behalf of the delegations, reported the success of the 
conference to the LPDR acting president. He also took 
this occasion to express thanks to the Lao Government 
and people for giving a warm welcome to the AAPSO 
delegations and providing conveniences for them in 
convening the conference. (Dr Moral Ghaleb) highly 
appreciated the tireless efforts of the Lao Government 
and people, together with the peoples of Vietnam and 
Cambodia, in carrying out the cause of struggle for a 
peaceful settlement of disputes in the region with a view 
to turning it into a region of genuine peace, friendship, 
and cooperation. 


100-Kip Bank Note Put Into Circulation 
BK0408 104288 Vientiane KPL in English 0918 GMTdd 
4 Aug 88 


[Notification of 100-Kip Bank Note’—KPL headline] 


{Text} Vientiane, August 4 (KPL)}—The National State 
Bank issued here on August 4 a notification on the 
circulation of the “*100-kip bank note.” 


According to the notification, the issue of the 100-kip 
bank note is aimed at strongly promoting production, 
monetary-commodity circulation and consolidating the 
bank note structure. 


Philippines 


Talks Still Deadlocked Over Bases Compensation 
HK0508054188 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan 
in Tagalog 0400 GMT 5 Aug 88 


[Text] There are strong indications that negotiations on 
the RP [Republic of the Philippines]-U.S. Military Bases 
Agreement will remain deadlocked, because of mutual 
disagreement over the compensation package and the 
antinuclear provision. Word is that if the review is not 
completed this month, the United States will probably 
not grant any additional compensation to the Philip- 
pines. Tony Valencia has more details: 


[Begin recording] A source in the Foreign Affairs Depart- 
ment says that despite the fact that a broad exchange of 
ideas has taken place during the negotiations, the two 
panels remain deadlocked on the issue of compensation, 
because the U.S. is sticking by its initial offer of the $540 
million component through the Economic Support Fund 
and military assistance program and refuses to offer 
other options. Foreign Affairs Secretary Raul Manglapus 
Says it is uncertain whether the negotiations can wind up 
this month because of the unresolved issue of compen- 
sation, but both panels are striving to reach agreement in 
time for the opening of the U.S. Congress this month. 
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The negotiations will recess tomorrow as Secretary Man- 
glapus and American Ambassador Nicholas Platt are 
going abroad on official missions. [end recording] 


Students Protest at Embassy 
HK0508094388 Manila Manila Broadcasting Company 
DZRH in Tagalog 0839 GMT 5 Aug 88 


[Text] Here is a report from Resty Dequiros: 


[Begin recording] We are in front of the U.S. Embassy in 
Roxas Boulevard. Earlier, thousands of students came to 
demonstrate and protest the continued presence of the 
U.S. military bases in the country. Then, after 3 minutes, 
elements of the Western Police District [WPD], led by 
Major Gonzalez, dispersed the students. Nobody was 
hurt on the side of the students, but some WPD men 
received injuries from the stones were hurled at them. 
Ten of the student leaders, who belong to various orga- 
nizations, such as the League of Filipino Students, 
Kadena [Kabataan Para sa Demokrasya at Nasyonali- 
smo—Youth for Democracy and Nationalism], NUSP 
{National Union of Students in the Philippines], and 
others, have been arrested by WPD elements. They are 
now being investigated. 


The confusion has died down, everything is quiet now. 
{end recording] 


Debt Relief Discussed 
HK0508052388 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 5 Aug 88 pp 1, 7 


[By Marites Sison] 


[Text] The Philippines has suggested that the United 
States condone all its loans incurred through the Foreign 
Military Sales Credit (FMSC)R since 1973 as part of the 
$1.2 billion compensation package it is demanding for 
the American use of the military bases here, a foreign 
affairs official said yesterday. 


The official, who spoke on condition of anonymity, 
refused to state the exact amount of loans the Philippines 
still had to pay the U.S. defense department. 


But he said they would amount to “nine figures,” or 
millions of dollars. 


The U.S. Embassy, when contacted by phone by the 
‘CHRONICLE’ said it did not have the figures ready on 
hand. 


Official figures, however, suggest that the U.S. had 
committed a total of $750 million for FMSC for the 
periods 1973 to 1979, 1979 to 1984, and 1984 to 1989. 


The Department of Foreign Affairs and U.S. Embassy 
could not provide yesterday the figures on how much of 
the $750 million loans through FMSC the Philippines 
had been able to pay. 
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The FMSC is one of three modes of compensation used 
by the U.S. to pay for the use of the bases here. 


The loans are payable in 20 years, with a 10-year grace 
period and a 9 percent interest. 


The foreign affairs official said the Philippines suggested 
the write-off of the FMSC loans as part of the $700 
million non-cash component in the $1.2 billion compen- 
sation package it is seeking from the Americans. 


The write-off proposal had been referred to Washington, 
said the official, when asked how the U.S. panel headed 
by Ambassador Nicholas Platt reacted to the proposal. 


Another source said the proposal is likely to yain 
approval from the U.S. government since it had been 
done before in the case of Egypt and Israel. 


Foreign Secretary Raul S. Manglapus indicated last 
Wednesday that the Philippines was seriously consider- 
ing some form of debt relief as part of the bases com- 
pensation package. 


Manglapus also said that the Philippines would be inter- 
ested in a write-off of official, not commercial, loans 
extended by the U.S. The FMSC is considered an official 
loan. 


The foreign affairs official also said the bases talks which 
resumed last Tuesday, a week after it broke down, may 
extend beyond the end of this month. 


“At the rate we’re going, I doubt if we will be able to 
finish by the end of August. We might have to extend up 
to September, the official said. 


But Manglapus in an interview with newsmen, expressed 
hopes that the two panels will be able to reach an 
agreement by the end of the month. 


The talks were earlier expected to be concluded at the 
end of last month, but was derailed because of “‘sub- 
stantial disagreements” over key isues as compensation 
and the implication of the nuclear-free provision of the 
Constitution on the U.S. military operations through the 
bases. 


Aquino Confirms Loans Proposal 
HK0508 141588 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
1300 GMT 5 Aug 88 


[Text] President Corazon Aquino has today confirmed 
reports that she has proposed the condonement by the 
United States of America of all or part of the country’s 
loans as part of the compensation package for the main- 
tenance of the U.S. military bases in the country until 
1991. The country’s total loans from the U.S. banks is 
said to amount to millions. 
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According to Press Secretary Teodoro Benigno, the pres- 
ident said that this proposal has been relayed to the U.S. 
through the Philippine panel on the bases review talks. 


Alternative Bases Use Reported 
HK050805 1588 Manila BUSINESS STAR 
in English 5 Aug 88 p 18 


[Text] The government has worked out a formula for 
raising P7.5 billion for a “reserve fund” that will finance 
alternative social and economic uses of the U.S. military 
bases in the event of an American withdrawal. 


The formula revealed yesterday by Rep. Jose de Venec:: 
(Lakas ng Bansa [Lakas, Nation’s Power}, Pangasinan), who 
said that the development of the formula is the “first step 
towards the realization of the alternative plan to be imple- 
mented by the government for the use of the U.S. bases in 
the event of partial or total U.S. withdrawal.” 


Under the formula, the P7.5-billion bases reserve fund 
will be integrated in the 1989 national budget that is 
scheduled to be submitted to Congress when it convenes 
for its second session in July, this year. 


De Venecia told BUSINESS STAR that the formula was 
worked out recently by Budget Minister Guillermo Cara- 
gue and Rep. Rolando Andaya (Unido [United Nation- 
alist Democratic Organizations}, Camarines Sur), chair- 
man of the House committee on appropriations. 


The development of the formula follows the approval 
last week by the House of Representatives of a resolu- 
tion, sponsored by 130 congressmen led by Rep. Jose De 
Venecia, requesting President Aquino to create a P7.5 
billion bases reserve fund to finance the alternative plan 
for the use of the bases that is presently being prepared 
by a tricommittee House body assisted by the executive 
departments. 


De Venecia said the creation of the reserve fund was 
approved privately by members of the Cabinet led by 
Foreign Affairs Secretary Raul Manglapus, Economic 
Planning Secretary Solita Monsod, and Carague in a 
meeting held at his residence in Makati, last week. 


The creation of the reserve fund has also drawn support 
from members of the Senate led by Senator Leticia 
Shahani, chairman of the Senate committee on foreign 
relations. 


De Venecia said Shahani has expressed the intention of 
making the House-approved resolution, calling for the 
creation of the reserve fund, into a concurrent House- 
Senate resolution to hasten its passage into law. 


The resolution also calls for the establishment of a joint 
executive-legislative council to administer and supervise 
the fund. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


The reserve fund shall be appropriated within a three- 
year period with appropriations amounting to P2.5 bil- 
lion annually from 1989. 


Referendum Before 1991 Said Not Possible 
HK0508050388 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
INQUIRER in English 5 Aug 88 pp 1, 10 


[By Roy de Guzman] 


[Text] Justice Secretary Sedfrey Ordofiez said yesterday 
he believes “‘it is not possible” to hold a referendum 
before 1991 to determine the fate of U.S. military bases 
in the country. 


Ordofiez shared the opinion of former Sen. Aruro Tolen- 
tino during the hearing conducted by the House commit- 
tee on national defense, that a referendum staged before 
the expiration of the RP-U.S. Military Bases Agreement 
is ““unconstitutional.” 


Press Secretary Teodoro Benigno told reporters Wednes- 
day that President Aquino was thinking of holding a 
referendum to gauge how the people feel towards the 
bases. Earlier this week, Speaker Pro Tempore Antonio 
Cuenco filed with Rep. Leonardo Guerrero (NP Cavite) 
House Bill No. 15113 calling for a referendum to concide 
with the Nov. 14 barangay elections. 


“*I do not know what the President said but I think it is 
not possible (to hold a referendum),” Ordofiez said when 
asked if his statement contradicts with Ms. Aquino’s 
view. He said he has not been asked for a legal opinion 
by Malacanang. 


Tolentino said the referendum is a veto power the peonle 
can exercise to recheck my treaty entered into by tie 
President and the Senate. 


But he said a referendum now will be misleading espe- 
cially, if the practice-during the Marcos rule of making 
the people answer by just “yes or no” will be followed.“ 


Ordonez said the issue was already settled in 1971 when 
the Supreme Court upheld a petition filed by Tolentino 
that a referendum can only be held with the scuttling of 
the bases pact. 


The justice secretary also pointed to the transitory pro- 
vision of the Constitution which provides that it is 
Congress which should call for a referendum. 


Guerrero, co-author of HB 15113, said the bill “is not 
violative of the Constitution.” He said the referendum 
will merely get the consensus and try to reflect the 
people’s will to guide the government in its negotiation 
with the U.S. over the bases in the country. 
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“It is only right and fair that everyone should be given 
the opportunity to be heard and express his or her 
preference regarding the extension or termination of the 
U.S. bases,” Guerrero said. 


Meanwhile, the House committee on national defense is 
winding up its deliberations on the proposed anti-nu- 
clear weapons bill still pending in the Hwuse. 


Committee chairman Jose Yap (PDP-Laban [Pilipino 
Democratic Party-Strength of the Nation], Tarlac) said 
the committee will decide if the controversial measure 
will be passed un to the floor for second reading after 
another committe: :neeting, this time with Foreign Sec- 
retary Raul Manglapus testifying. 


Yap said the bill “has great chances” of being endorsed 
by the committee. The Senate has already approved a 
similar measure. 


Legal experts believe that an anti-nuclear policy, in 
effect, means the U.S. bases will also have to go. 


Meanwhile, Senators Wigberto Tanada, Aquilino 
Pimentel, Teofisto Guingona, Rene Saguisag, Emmesto 
Herrera, Emesto Maceda and Juan Ponce Enrile, all said 
they are opposed to a referendum on the bases, saying 
that a referendum before the drafting and ratification of 
a treaty is premature and unconstitutional. 


Tanada said whoever proposed that does not know the 
law and the Constitution. 


Enrile said “they better shut up if they don’t know what 
they are talking about.” He added that it was a sign that 
Ms. Aquino was a weak leader. 


“It (the government) does not want to make its own 
decision. It wants to pass the back to the people,” Enrile 
said. 


Sen. Heberson Alvarez said, “Let us not put the cart 
before the horse.” He said the proposal is part of an 
attempt to polarize the Filipinos on the issue. 


Maceda called it a “bargaining gimmick.” 


Daily on Aquino Stance 
HK0508053188 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
GLOBE in English 5 Aug 88 p 4 


{Editorial: ““Appearing To Favor a Referendum”’] 


[Text] Even before she assumed the Presidency, Mrs. 
Aquino had maintained that she would allow the reten- 
tion cf the American bases in the country until 1991 
when the RP [Republic of the Philippines]-U.S. Mutual 
Agreement on the bases expires, but that she would keep 
her options open regarding their fate after 1991. This 
“open options” policy has since become the object of 
political prurience. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


The President’s reserve, however, has been continually 
challenged on several occasions; indeed, the fast peace of 
developments on the issue of the U.S. bases in the 
country not only overtook that reserve, but even 
appeared to have nullified the President’s option. After 
the Senate passed the bill on the nuclear ban, and after 
the Secretary of Justice propounded his opinion on the 
nuclear-free provision of the Constitution, the President 
was left only a very thin area for making her policy 
credible. 


Malacanang’s Wednesday announcement that the Presi- 
dent appeared to have indicated that she favors a refer- 
endum on the bases seems to take cognizance of the 
narrowing space for decision for President Aquino. The 
announcement was cleverly crafted so that it does not 
commit the President to a position on the issue. In 
making the announcement, Press Secretary Teodoro 
Benigno tried to be as coy as his chief. The President, he 
said, “thought it might be better” to hold the referendum 
after the conclusion of the ongoing review of the RP-U.S. 
Military Bases Agreement, adding this equivocation: 
“She didn’t say she is in favor. She indicated she might 
be in favor” of the timetable. 


As in the opinion of the Secretary of Justice on the 
nuclear ban, the statement of the Press Secretary strains 
the limits of logic and syntax. If it is not certain that the 
President is in favor of a referendum, why should she 
favor the date of iis being held? 


This time, the President cannot hide behind ambiguities. 
The relevant Constitution prescription, as has been 
observed by some members of the Senate, has alrea‘y 
been submitted to the people and the procedural mea- 
sures given a popular mandate. Sec. 25 of Article XVIII 
(Transitory Provisions) is unequivocal. “After the expi- 
ration in 1991 of the Agreement Between the Republic of 
the Philippines and the United States of America Con- 
cerning the Military Bases,” it states, “foreign military 
bases, troops, or faciltiies shall not be allowed in the 
Philippines except under a treaty duly concurred in by 
the Senate and, when Congress so requires, ratified by a 
majority of the votes cast by the people in a national 
referendum held for that purpose, and recognized as a 
treaty by the other contracting State.” 


Thus, if the President is inclined to favor the mainte- 
nance of foreign military bases in the country after 1991, 
as she sometimes appears to say, she should initiate the 
drafting of a treaty and submit the same for concurrence 
by the Senate. Should Congress require by law a national 
referendum, it has to be ratified by a majority of the 
votes cast by the electorate. 


By ignoring the letter of the constitutional provision on 
the issue, Malacanang, instead of charting a clear posi- 
tion on an important issue, merely succeeds in obfusc: .- 
ing it and confusing us. 
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Aquino Urged Against Referendum 
HK0508053588 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
GLOBE in English 5 Aug 88 p 4 


{[“Turn of Events” column by Francisco S. Tatad: 
“Bucking the Referendum”] 


[Text] President Aquino has indicated that she is in 
favor of holding a national referendum on whether or 
not to extend the tenure of U.S. military bases in the 
country, Press Secretary Teodoro Benigno said 
(Wednesday). 


This is what the GLOBE said yesterday. Whether the 
words belong to Malacanang or the paper, two points 
must be made First, under the Constitution, the fixed 
term of the bases agreement expires and may not be 
extended after 1991. Second, these are 1x.ot U.S. but 
Philippine bases hosting U.S. railitary facilities. 


The distinction is importart, and may not be glossed 
over without, in the first iistance, violating the Consti- 
tution, and without, in the second, ignoring the gains 
made by our governme’it, first in the exchange of legal 
briefs between Claro ’f4. Recto and the U.S. Attorney 
General on the ownership of the bases in the’50s, and 
then from Marcos’s insistence in the’70s, that they be 
formally called “Philippine, bases.” 


Precisely, Justice Secretary Ordonez’s legal opinion is 
wrong because it says the President may negotiate a 
“modification or extension” of the agreement where the 
Constitution speaks of termination, to wit: “‘After the 
expiration in 1991 of the Agreement Between the Repub- 
lic of the Philippines and the United States of America 
Concerning Military Bases, foreign military bases, troops 
or facilities shall not be allowed in the Philippines except 
under a treaty duly concurred in by the Senate and. when 
the Congress so requires, ratified by a majority of the 
votes casi in a national referendum held for that pur- 
— and recognized as a treaty by the other contracting 
tate.” 


Giving due allowance for the lack of precision in the 
language and interpreting it in the government's favor, 
what is obviously meant is that Mrs Aquino is inclined to 
favor a referendum asking the people whether they want 
a new military bases treaty or not, after 1991. If this is in 
fact what the government means, then the question is, 
does the President have the power to call such a refer- 
endum’ And is it wise or unwise to do so? 


Given the plenitude of her powers, it would seem the 
President may call a referendum on any subject, whether 
it be to ask if the people approve of an important policy 
decision or whether she should wear eyeglases that match 
the tint of her shoes, lips and nails. It would seem she 
could call a referendum to find out whether or not she 
should negotiate a new bases agreement. 


SOUTHEAST ASA 


But on that specific question, there is no room for 
misinterpretation. A referendum may be called, when 
the Congress so desires, after the Senate has ratified a 
new treaty, which is the only permissible form of any 
new agreement. The provision is a little stupid, for it 
gives rise to the possibility that a treaty which has been 
concurred in by the Senate and needs nothing more to 
come into force and effect, if submitted to a referendum, 
might be voted down by the electorate. And yet that 
particular defect does not permit the President to call a 
referendum on the bases before the Senate has acted 
favorably on a new treaty. 


Now, is it wise or unwise to call a referendum? It would 
seem wise because it shows the government’s desire to 
consult fully with the people. Yet if a referendum is 
needed by the government to arrive at a position on this 
question, then a referendum is needed to arrive at a 
decision on every other question. That is not the mean- 
ing of representative government, and is neither wise nor 
feasible. 


By definition, a representatives government makes pol- 
icy choices for the people, even at the risk of being 
turned out for making the wrong decisions. The leader 
who first wants to see where his people are going so that 
he can lead them is usually not a leader in the real sense 
of the word but a demagogue who wants to have a good 
showing at the popularity polls. 


Finally, a referendum on the bases invites foreign inter- 
vention and submits itself to the mercy of a corrupt 
system. Given the U.S. interest in the issue, it would be 
foolish to expect the U.S. not to try to influence the 
results of the referendum. Now, if computers could 
deprive winning candidates of their Senate seats in 1987, 
can a referendum be much cleaner? Mrs Aquino has to 
buck the idea, and reveal her position without falling 
back on “the voice of the people.”’ This is one time she 
must stand on her own. 


Cites U.S. Violation of Jurisdiction 
HK0508095 188 Manila Manila Broadcasting Company 
DZRH in Tagalog 0800 GMT 5 Aug 88 


[Text] Foreign Affairs Secretary Raul Manglapus 
charged that the Americans were violating provisions on 
criminal jurisdiction in the Military Bases Agreement. 
Rey Arquiza of Mobile 21 has the details: 


[Begin recording] The murder of a Filipina by her husband, 
a U.S. Navy petty officer, in Australia due to intense 
jealousy was brought up at the ongoing talks of criminal 
jurisdiction section of the Military Bases Agreement. 


The slaying of Bella Rodriguez of Ilocos Norte by her 
husband, Charles Elmore on February 1988 was cited by 
Foreign Affairs Secretary Raul Manglapus as a glaring 
example of American violation of the provision on 
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criminal jurisdiction in the Military Bases Agreement. 
American authorities allegedly sought to transfer Elmore 
to Europe to keep him from being charged in court. 


Reports claimed that Elmore strangled Rodriguez, a 
divorcee, because he suspected that she was seeing other 
men. His suspicions were heightened when Rodriguez 
failed to follow him immediately to Australia after his 
transfer there from the Philippines. She apparently 
arrived a week later than scheduled. The two had only 
been married in November last year. 


Shortly after her arrival in Australia, Rodriguez disap- 
peared until her body was discovered by police authori- 
ties in a remote area in Australia. After compiling solid 
evidence against Elmore, the police charged him in 
court. 


According to Manglapus, the Elmore case was just one of 
the many cases where American servicemen who com- 
mitted crimes outside of duty were able to walk free. 


From the Philippine International Convention Center, 
Rey Arquiza reporting. [end recording] 


Meanwhile, Noli Mapa reporis from Cebu that 
Cebuanos favor the maintenance of U.S. military bases 
in the Philippines. 


[Begin recording] Majority of Cebuanos favor the reten- 
tion of U.S. military bases in the Philippines but they 
also believe that the country will survive even if the bases 
are pulled out. This was the result of a survey conducted 
by 50 political science students of the University of San 
Carlos for the school year 1987-88. 


The survey also reveals that Cebuanos favor the holding 
of a national referendum to let the people decide the 
bases issue. 


More than 800 respondents from four sectors in society, 
namely: professionals, businessmen, college students and 
labor, took part in the survey. The report said that 69.07 
percent of the respondent favor retention of the bases, 
25.81 percent were opposed to retention, and 5.12 per- 
cent undecided. 


More than half of the respondents or 57.14 percent 
believe that the economy will improve even if the bases 
are withdrawn. 

Noli Mapa of DYRC-Cebu City reporting. [end recording] 
Benigno Addresses on Captured Fisherman 
HK0408093 188 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 

0700 GMT 4 Aug 88 

[Italics denote passages in English] 


[Text] Here is Gabby Salcedo reporting from Malacanang: 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


[Begin recording] [Salcedo] President Corazon Aquino 
expressed concern over the reported death of one of the 
49 Philippine fishermen who are being detained in 
Malaysia. According to Press Secretary Teodoro 
Benigno, the president hooves that this issue will soon be 
resolved. 


It will be recalled that the 49 fishermen were arrested by 
Malaysian authorities for intruding its territorial waters. 
Here is Press Secretary Benigno answering Malacanang 
newsmen on behalf of the president: 


[Benigno] Your first question: May we have your reaction, 
and, or, directive, if any, regarding the reported explosion 
of a Philippine cargo ship out the Hormuz Strait that 
might have killed a still undetermined number of Filipi- 
nos aboard? 


We don't have any official report yet on this matter. So 
that it is very difficult for the president to comment on a 
report that is not yet official. She will make comments 
once there is an official report, and it will be ascertained 
or confirmed that Filipinos have been killed. Have you 
already received an official report? 


[Unidentified speaker's answer indistinct] 


[Benigno] Now your second question: Can you react to the 
alleged pressure of the Marcos cronies and the PCGG 
[Presidential Commission on Good Government], 
including Chairman Ascuna? 


The president's answer: I have said in the past that I have 
full confidence in acting chairman Adolf Ascuna, and I 
know the rest of the commissioners do not succumb to 
any form of pressure to the Marcos cronies. 


Now, your third question about the Philippine fisher- 
man who died in Malaysia. 


Her answer: This is indeed very unfortunate that such a 
thing could happen. Hopefully, this tragedy will timely 
convince the Malaysian authorities to speed up the 
release of our fishermen. 


Now the president said that a lower court in Malaysia 
already acquitted the fishermen. But that has to be 
elevated to the Supreme Court. It seems that double 
jeopardy is involved. 


Now, there was another question you asked which I 
answered, which I thought could also be—shou!d be 
presented to the president—about the communist leaders 
who are sick. And there seems to be a group that wants to 
have them released for medical attention. The president 
said that she called up General Renato de Villa, the chief 
of staff, about the matter. And General De Villa assures us 
that the AFP{Armed Forces of the Philippines], the 
military, has adequate medical and health facilities to be 
able to attend to the sicknesses of the communist leaders 
involved. 
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[Unidentified female reporter] How about the referendum? 


[Benigno] Referendum will be after the Senate ratifies the 
agreement. [Words indistinct} is not after the negotia- 
tions but after the agreement is presented to the Senate for 
ratification. When it is ratified, then it will be presented to 
the people hy referendum. That is what she was referring 
to. But she is not yet going to make a definite decision on 
the matter. 


[Unidentified Male Reporter] But this definitely it is not 
in November, during the barangay elections? 


[Benigno] We do not know when the negotiations will 
end, and when it will be ratified by the Senate. [Words 
indistinct] how the negotiations can be speeded up and 
when it will be presented to the Senate for ratification. 
Now, if it is not ratified by the Senate, then we do not need 
to have referendum. But if it is ratified, then you bring it 
to the citizens for a referendum. 


(Unidentifed male reporter] Sir, do you believe that if the 
Senate will turn it down, definitely there will be no 
referendum? ge 


[Benigno] No more referendum. 


[Unidentified male reporter] Thank you sir. [end recording] 


Manglapus Warns Malaysia 
HK0508052188 Manila THE MANILA 
CHRONICLE in English 5 Aug 88 pp 1, 7 


[By staff members Marites Sison, Sammy Santos and 
Alan C. Robles] 


[Text] Foreign Secretary Raul S. Manglapus warned 
yesterday of “serious” consequences to Philippine-Ma- 
laysian relations if Kuala Lumpur continued to drag its 
feet in releasing the Filipino fishermen it was detaining. 


“Kapag hindi pinakinggan ang ating hinihingi ay mag- 
kakaroon tayo, ng malubhang problema sa, kanilang 
gobyerno [If they do not heed our request, we will have 
serious problems with their government.]’’ Manglapus 
told the families and relatives of the 49 fishermen, who 
have been detained in Sabah for four months now. 


One of the Filipinos, Bobby Vijuan, died Wednesday 
reportedly after learning he could not go back home, 
though he and the others had been acquitted by the 
Sessions Court in Kota Kinabatu. 


The Malaysian government had appealed the decision, 
preventing the accused from leaving. 


The Malaysian embassy here yesterday expressed regret 
over what it called an “unfortunate incident.” 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Manglapus, however, called Vijuan’s death a “‘serious” 
matter and warned that Manila was beginning to lose 
patience. 


“Tayo dito ay nawawalan na ng pasensiya, [Our patience 
is wearing out.]” he said. ‘“‘What is happening is not what 
we expected.” 


Counsellor Tengku Idriss Tengku Ibrahim of the Malay- 
sian embassy said he hoped the death would not strain 
relations between the two countries. 


He added that he did not know what the chances were of 
Malaysia’s graning a request sent by Manila two days ago 
to release the prisoners on humanitarian grounds. 


As far as he knew, he said, the matter had already been 
brought to his country’s highest authorities. 


He also said he was “not aware” that the Filipino 
prisoners had been maltreated by their captors, as 
charged by Inocencio Ronquillo, a legal consultant of the 
fishermen. 


Ir. Malacanang, President Aquino expressed hope that 
Vijuan’s death would convince Malaysia to release the 
prisoners, who are out on bail but are forbidden from 
leaving Sabah. 


In a statement read by Press Secretary Teodoro Benigno, 
the President said it is unfortunate that such an incident 
could happen hopefully with this tragedy, we will finally 
convince the Malaysian authorities to release our 
fishermn.“ 


Benigno said “there seems to be a case of double jeop- 
ardy” in the decision to appeal the case in a higher court. 


But Ronquillo told the ‘CHRONICLE’ that Malaysian law 
is patterned after the British medel, which allows the 
Government to appeal a lower court’s unfavorable decision. 


Manglapus said he had instructed Ambassador Pablo 
Suarez in Kuala Lumpur to follow up the note sent on 
Monday with a “stronger” note expressing Manila’s 
“disappointment.” 


The foreign secretary refused to call the new note a 
“diplomatic protest,” saying it was only a “diplomatic 
presentation of our position, a reminder that what is 
happening is not what he expected.” 


He explained that Malaysia had given Manila hope that 
if the Sessions Court convicted the fishermen, the Gov- 
ernment would move to extend clemency, and if the 
court acquitted the fishermen, “obviously they would 
not stand in the way and everybody would go home.” 


Instead, what happened was “the exact opposite...the 
court looked on us with understanding, but not their 
government.” 
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Manglapus declined to comment on charges that the 
seizure of the Filipinos and their vessels was a Malaysian 
provocation related to the Sabah issue. 


He said that “Malaysia does not have to exert any 
pressure on us because we have already been pressuring 
Senate to pass the bill (dropping the Sabah claim).” 


Manglapus could not tell what the Government would 


do if Malaysia didn’t accommodate Manila’s requests. 


“That’s something we’ll have to deliberate on,” he said. 


The foreign secretary said Vijuc..’s body was still under- 
going autopsy in Sabah and would be shipped to Manila 
in a few days. 


The families of the surviving prisoners appealed that the 
other fishermen be allowed to accompany Vijuan’s 
remains back home. 


Aquino’s Brunei Visit Set for 23-24 August 
HK0508053988 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan 
in Tagalog 0400 GMT 5 Aug 88 


[Text] President Corazon Aquino is scheduled to visit 
Brunei on August 23-24. This was announced by the 
Department of Foreign Affairs yesterday. The 2-day 
official visit by the president aims to persuade Brunei to 
join in the American-backed multi-billion aid package to 
salvage the Philippine economy. The president’s visit 
also aims to expand relations between both countries. 
This is Mrs Aquino’s sixth visit abroad since she 
assumed office in February 1986. 


Poor Absorption of Foreign Aid Reported 
HK0508102988 Manila MANILA BULLETIN 
in English 5 Aug 88 p 25 


[Text] The Philippines has been a very poor user of cash 
aid from abroad. 


The government used up only about $1.995 billion of the 
$4.183 billion official development assistance (ODA) 
committed for 116 projects as the first quarter this year, 
figures released by the National Economic and Develop- 
ment Authority (NEDA) showed. 


The amount represents a utilization rate of 68.1 percent 
of the scheduled availment of $2.93 billion during the 
period. 


Project monitoring staff assistant director Jun Varela 
said that of the major ODA sources, the availment rate 
of the Overseas Economic Cooperation Fund [OECF] of 
Japan was the lowest at 54.3 percent during the period. 
This translates to $612.6 million of the scheduled avail- 
ment of $1.13 billion. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Out of the $4.18 billion committed ODA as of end 
March this year, OECF accounts for $1.4 billion; the 
International Bank for Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment [IBRD] of the World Bank shares $1.49 billion; 
and Asian Development Bank [ADB], $1.1! billion. The 
utilization rates for IBRD and ADB were 79.2 percent 
and 71.9 percent, respectively. 


In dollar terms, IBRD-assisted projects absorbed about 
$835.3 million of the scheduled $1.06 billion during the 
first quarter of 1988. Actual availment of ADB-funded 
projects, on the other hand, amounted to $409.6 million 
of the scheduled $570.1 million in the same period. 


Compared with NEDA’s end-December 1987 figures, 
the utilization rate level was almost equal at 70.7 percent 
considering the projects covered, totalling 126. Ten of 
CDA-financed projects had already been completed as 
of end-March this year. 


Last year, committed ODA for the 126 projects reached 
$4.15 billion. Of this, the scheduled availment was $3.07 
billion but only $2.17 billion was actually utilized. 


The NEDA officials pointed out that while the utiliza- 
tion of the ODA largely depends on the implementation 
capability of the agency recipients, there were measures 
already initiated to speed this up. 


Military Offers NPA Exchange of Prisoners 
HK0408 123388 Quezon City Sports Radio 738 
in English 1100 GMT 4 Aug 88 


[Text] The military today made a counter-offer in 
exchange for the release of 5 soldiers being held hostage 
by rebels in Quezon province. 


General Honesto Isleta, AFP [Armed Forces of the 
Philippines] Deputy Chief of Staff for Civil Military 
Operations said they will release Stellan Hermansson 
and Klaus Schmidt. The two were suspected of aiding 
communist guerillas in the Quezon province. The gen- 
eral expressed hopes that the NPA would accept the offer 
to end the stalemate in the negotiations. Isleta said the 
offer is the only concession that the military could give to 
the rebels. The general brushed aside the demand of the 
rebels to release two communist leaders and three 
women detained by the military. 


Ramos Opposes Exchange 
HK0508 112988 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan 
in Tagalog 1000 GMT 5 Aug 88 


{Italics denote passage in English] 


[Text] Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos today said that he 
opposes any exchange of prisoners between the govern- 
ment and the rebels. He made the statement following an 
announcement yesterday by General Honesto Isleta, vice 
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chief of staff for civilian military operations, that the 
military was prepared to release two foreigners who had 
allegedly abetted the rebels in exchange for five soldiers 
held by the NPA. 


Earlier, Gregorio Rosal alias Comrade Roger proposed 
swapping the five soldiers for two top CPP [Communist 
Party of the Philippines}]-NPA leaders currently in mili- 
tary custody. 


[Begin Ramos recording] That is not possible, that is, 
swapping or exchange of kidnap victims or any other 
considerations that would involve exchanging of people. 
[passage indistinct] This has no international dimension. 
This is purely an internal matter of this country. It is clear 
that the CPP-NPA wants to conduct swapping because 
they want to create a semblance of belligerency. Certainly, 
maybe they are using this as an initial ploy for some 
swapping of higher personalities later on. But of course, 
we won't accede to that. [end recording] 


Guerrillas Reject Offer 
HK0508 123988 Quezon City GMA 7 Radio-Television 
Arts Network in Tagalog 1030 GMT 5 Aug 88 


[From “GMA News” program; italics denotes passages 
in English} 


{Excerpts} Civilian negotiators have offered a new pro- 
posal for the release of 5 soldiers being held captive by 
the NPA in Mt Banahaw, while the NPA has rejected the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines’ offer to swap the two 
Europeans, detained on suspicion of aiding the guerril- 
las, for the five soldiers. Here is Jessica Soho with the 
details: 


[Begin recording] [Soho] In the negotiations that 
resumed last night and which lasted for 4 hours, the 
Civilian negotiating panel presented a counter-proposal 
to the rebels. Both parties, however, refused to reveal 
what the counter-proposal was, but it was clear that it 
could result in the NPA’s cancellation of its demand on 
hostage or prie<ner exchange. It was not known whether 
Comrade R oger’s group would accept the counter-pro- 


posal. [passage omitted] 


(Unidentified man] We have been offered a proposal 
that we are going to study. 


{Unidentified reporter] Does it concern the hostage swap 
demand, sir? 


[Unidentified man] Maybe. They are offering us some 
things, some persons, and we are going to discuss it and 
make consultations with our group. The nature of the 
counter-offer will not—I'm not free to divulge because 
they are going to study it. But it is not in the nature of a 
prisoner exchange. 
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[Soho] Comrade Roger also rejected the military’s offer 
to free two Europeans and a German of Philippine 
descent suspected of assisting the communist guerrillas 
in Quezon for the release of the five soldiers. [end 
recording] 


Official Warns Communist Infiltrating Government 
HK0508 100188 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan 
in Tagalog 0900 GMT 5 Aug 88 


[Text] Defense Under Secretary Fortunato Abat warned 
of continuing efforts by the Communist Party of the 
Philippines to infiltrate government bureaucracy. He 
called on the public not to be taken in by misconceptions 
on the country’s security situation. He also warned the 
military not to rest on their laurels, stressing that the loss 
of top NPA leaders is a temporary phenomenon. The 
defense official also called for more work and less talk. 


Military To Resume Operations in Quezon 
HK0408 142988 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 


1300 GMT 4 Aug 88 


[Text] Southern Command Chief General Alejandro 
Galido said that the military will launch extensive oper- 
ations after the ongoing cease-fire in Quezon Province 
lapses. The 10-day cease-fire that took effect on the last 
week of July will end tomorrow, 5 August at around 
1200. Galido said this move is in compliance to Presi- 
dent Aquino’s directive to rescue and save the military 
Officials held hostage by the guerrillas at Mt Banahaw. 


More on Resumption 
HK0508 101788 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0700 GMT 5 Aug 88 


[Text] Military operations were resumed today on major 
Quezon towns after the 10-day ceasefire lapsed. How- 
ever, Southern Command Chief Brigadier General Ale- 
jandro Galido strickly ordered military men not to touch 
Sariaya town at the foot of Mt. Banahaw where release 
negotiation for the soldiers held captive by rebels is 
taking place. Galido said that this directive would only 
last until 10 August. 


10 Camp Crame Raiders Arrested; More at Large 
HK0508045788 Manila MANILA BULLETIN 
in English 5 Aug 88 pp 1, 16 


[By Wilma N. Yamzon] 


{Text} Constabulary agents arrested an Army colonel 
and 10 former soldiers involved in the Camp Crame raid 
last June | 1 in separate raids last Tuesday and Wednes- 
day in Metro Manila. 


Maj. Gen. Ramon Montano, PC-INP chief, however, 
said seven suspects remained at large. 


FBIS-EAS-88-151 
5 Aug 1988 


Arrested were Lt. Col. Pacifico Lasmarias, assigned to 
the office of the Adjutant General in Camp Aguinaldo; 
former sergeant Ponciano Galon, former corporal Elmer 
Tabit, former privates first class Eliseo Cababanua and 
Juanito Tampi; former seaman first class Henry Malong, 
former draftees Andres Aguilon and Melecio Bernaldez, 
Rodolfo Reyes, and two others identified only as Jerry 
and Joker. 


Lasmarias was said to have played a vital role in the 
execution and planning of the raid in a bid to free 
detained ex-PC Col. Orlando Dulay. 


Col. Evaristo Carino, PC Criminal Investigation Service 
(CIS) chief, said four Armalite rifles confirmed to have 
been taken by the raiders from the PC band armory were 
recovered from the suspects. 


He said the white van used in escaping from Crame was 
also recovered in Quezon City. 


All those arrested are members of the “Black Forest 
Commando,” a group said to be loyal to deposed Presi- 
dent Ferdinand Marcos, the military said. 


Carino said he ordered the immediate arrest of Lasma- 
rias after he was implicated by some of the suspects 
arrested this week. 


He disclosed that most of the soldiers arrested pointed to 
Lasmarias as “the one who facilitated everything about 
the raid.” 


The CIS chief said he will investigate the reported 
involvement of some politicians and businessmen in the 
Crame raid. He refused, however, to identify them, 
pending the outcome of the investigation. 


The arrest of the 11 suspects in Crame raid came four 
days before the PC celebrates its 87th anniversary on 
Aug. 8. 


Carino said intensified intelligence operations by the 
CIS resulted in the identification of a certain Memberto 
Rivera, a resident of Villa Isabel Rosa Golden Hills in 
Antipolo, as the person who facilitated the repainting of 
the van used by the raiders. 


However, upon further verification, Constabulary agents 
found out that it was Alexander Ribison, Rivera’s friend, 
who actually repainted the van at Rivera’s residen-e. 


Ribison, upon his arrest, revealed all those involved in 
the raid. 


Col. Cris Maralit, PC spokesman, said that still at large 
are Eduardo Flores, former member of the PC Band and 
leader of the Black Forest Commando; Domingo de la 
Cruz alias Tatang; a certain Bert, driver of a green 
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Toyota car used in the raid; a certain Gary, owner of a 
red motorcycle left at the camp after the raid; a certain 
Vic, driver of a black car; a certain Mao, an Army soldier 
and a certain “‘Igorot.” 


Opposition Parties Alliance Said Shaping Up 
HK0508050788 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
INQUIRER in English 5 Aug 88 pp 1, 10 


[Text] Several “big-name” opposition politicians are 
joining ranks to form a high-powered umbrella group to 
counter the inroads being made by the Lakas ng Demok- 
ratikong Pilipino [Pilipino Democratic Struggle] (LDP) 
and other organizations sympathetic to the Aquino 
administration 


The two most prominent names being tossed about who 
could possibly unite the fractious opposition parties in 
the country belonged to Vice President Salvador Laurel 
and Senator Juan Ponce Enrile. 


During a marathon meeting the other night at a Makati 
restaurant, the opposition leaders sat down together, 
some for the first time, to discuss the possibility of 
getting together all political parties “not sympathetic to 
the present administration” under one roof. 


There were no permanent agreements reached, as each 
one had to consult with his party to be able to make a 
definite commitment, but all were one in saying there is 
a need to put up a strong opposition to foster the 
democratic ideal. 


Aside from Laurel and Enrile, others who attended the 
“feeler” meeting were Minority floor leader Rodolfo 
Albano, Assistant minority floor leader Salvador Escu- 
dero III, Rep. Antonio Abaya (KBL, Isabela), Arturo 
Tolentino, former Speaker Jose Laurel Jr., Francisco 
Tatad, Wilson Gamboa, Homobono Adaza, Gonzalo 
Puyat II, Rep. Jose Rono (KBL, Samar), Rep. Jose 
Aspiras (KBL, La Union), Rep. Antonio Cerilles (NP, 
Zamboanga Sur), Rep. Constantino Navarro (KBL, Suri- 
gao del Norte) and Rep. Simplicio Domingo (KBL, 
Isabela). 


Interviewed by the INQUIRER, Laurel feigned igno- 
rance of the plan to draft him as bead of the new super 
opposition alliance. ‘ 


He said that as of now the Unido, [United Nationalist 
Democratic Organizations] which he heads, is still tech- 
nically a part of the ruling coalition and has not yet 
formally announced a breakaway. 


But he said: “Anything is possible. As a consequence of 
the formation of the LDP and the realignments going on 
among coalition members, it is only logical for the 
Opposition to think of something similar.” 


Laurel categorically denied (for the meantime) any for- 
mal fusion of opposition groups. 
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“I don’t think anybody was in a position to commit his 
party to joining without prior consultation with his 
people,” he said. 


Escudero said the groundwork for the unification is 
presently being laid out by certain congressmen whom be 
did not wish to name. 


“We are conducting talks with the leaders of these 
groups. The mechanics have still to be worked out,” he 
said. 


Abaya said the membership of the alliance will not be 
limited to national parties, but will also be open to 
regional or provincial groups. 


Gamboa, who is a leader of the Grand Alliance for 
Democracy [GAD], was skeptical, about having his party 
join the alliance. “I don’t think it is a good idea for the 
GAD to link up with them. "it’s a different GAD we 
have right now . We’re going places," he said. 


Tatad offered his observation: “‘I just hope it turns out to 
be a real umbrella group, and not a parasol.” 


Congress Labeled ‘Bastion of Irrelevant’ 
HK040805 1688 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
GLOBE in English 4 Aug 88 p 4 


(“Turn of Event” column by Francisco S. Tatad: “‘The 
Irrelevance of Congress”) 


[Text] Wherever anyone wants to recite an ode to 
““democracy,” one invariably montions the Constitution 
and Congress. These, says the spontaneous lyricist, are 
living proofs of our “new democracy.” Yet, in the hands 
of the Aquino regime, the Constitution has become a 
joke, and Congress worse. 


Forget the Constitution for a while and concentrate on 
Congress. How quickly has it become the bastion of the 
irrelevant, the opportunist and the privileged! The Sen- 
ate has atrophied into a minor council where but for one 
or two possibilities no great minds or consciences have 
strayed, no great issues are debated, and the majority 
seem to have taken a vow of perpetual silence. No great 
issues unite them, on almost every small issue they are 
divided. 


The House of Representatives is only as good as its . 


leader, Speaker Ramon Mitra Jr., who is now running 
what perhaps is the country’s largest intellectual deficit. 
On every major issue, Mitra has faithfully and unerringly 
manned the wrong side. Regardless of the size or quality 
of the issue, he has managed, all by himself, to come out 
with the most awful public statement, as though he had 
an exclusive title to it. He has become Mr Double speak 
himself. 7 
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One may argue that a certain “symmetry” exists between 
and among Mrs Aquino’s non-performing presidency, 
Mitra’s self-indulgent and self-seeking speakership, and 
the graft-ridden departments and agencies like PCGG 
[President’s Council on Good Government] and the 
NFA [National Food Authority] where the unfit hold 
sway, and that in such a symmetry, even the intelligent 
individual or organization is ranged against overwhelm- 


ing odds. But Mitra’s House has behaved as though 


mediocrity, malignity and malevolence were priceless 
national assets. 


It is of course unfair to convict an institution because of 
the crimes of its members. But lacking any redeeming 
collective merit, the institution is easily penalized for its 
members’ defects. And worse than this has happened to 
Mitra’s house. 


If the House had a clear agenda other than the customary 
railroading of a gargantuan budget, we have not seen it. 
If the House had any program to solve the internal strife 
and the hopelessness that seems to grow faster than the 
bounding official economic statistics, we have not heard 
of it. If the House had any sizeable numbers willing to 
put their convictions ahead of their convenience in 
defense of the public interest, we have only been hearing 
and seeing their opposite. What we have seen so far is 
this: 


1. “Until the Congress provides otherwise,” says the 
Constitution senators and congressmen shall receive an 
annual salary of P204,000 each. Yet in gross violation of 
this provision, and of the other provision, which says 
“no elective or appointive officer or employee shall 
receive additional, double or indirect compensation, 
unless specifically authorized by law...,” the House has 
managed to pay each congressman from P95,200 to 
P120,000 or more a month. 


2. Not content, there is now a proposal to increase the 
salaries of all high officials in the guise of salary “‘adjust- 
ments.” The money will be borrowed as it can’t be raised 
from local sources. But it is shamelessly mentioned as a 
priority by pillars of this supposedly moral government. 
It is class legislation by the privileged for the privilaged, 
certain to increase support for the CPP[Communist 
Party of the Philippines]-NPA-NDF. 


3. In the face of unserved high social and economic 
priorities, several members have proposed, at the cost of 
hillions, to relocute Congress from its present Quezon 
City home to the unfinished PNB [Philippine National 
Bank] building at the bayside. The public outcry against 
it has not dampened the zeal of those who are deter- 
mined to make a killing from it. 


4. Having prejudged Homobono Adaza’s impeachment 
complaint against the President as “trash” even before 
he could read it, Mitra has now coerced the three 
congressmen who had endorsed the complaint. And 
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seeing a “window of opportunity” for themselves, the 
House “company union” went to Malacanang with 
Mitra “to ask the President to support their projects.” 


With all due respect to my dear personal friends in the 
Congress who have tried to do their best in spite of the 
place and its uninspiring leadership, I am led to the 
conclusion that the nation would be none the worse were 
a natural or man-made calamity to level off the House of 
Reprehensibles from the face of the earth. 


Aquino In-Law Ordered To Answer Anomaly Charges 
HK0508113188 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan 
in Tagalog 1000 GMT 5 Aug 88 


[Text] President Aquino today expressed hope that Con- 
gress will not dissolve the Presidential Commission on 
Good Government [PCGG]. This was announced by 
Press Secretary Teodoro Benigno at a press briefing in 
Malacanang. Sel Baesa has the full details. 


[Begin recording] According to Secretary Benigno, the 
president reportedly expressed hope that Congress will 
not dissolve the PCGG which is currently auditing all 
sequestered firms and properties. It will be recalled that 
the dissolution of PCGG has become an hot issue in 
Congress where some congressmen had spearheaded the 
move. 


Meanwhile, the current audit of sequestered properties is 
intended to uncover alleged anomalies and irregularities. 
{end recording] 


In related developments, President Aquino today 
ordered PCGG Commissioner Jose Laureta and her 
brother-in-law Ricardo Lopa to inform the public of 
their side on reports on newly uncovered anomalies 
connected with the PCGG. Sel Baesa again for the 
report. 


[Begin Sel Baesa recording] The anomalies allegedly 
concern the management of 36 firms by local business- 
men headed by Lopa without authorization from the 
PCGG. Lopa’s participation was exposed following a 
government audit of sequestered companies and proper- 
ties previously owned by Marcos cronies. One of Lopa’s 
associates, Leonardo Gamboa, revealed that Lopa 
receives the largest equity shares from transactions of 
these sequestered firms. 


President Aquino reiterated that she will not allow her 
relatives to receive special favors under her administration. 


As of broadcast time, Lopa is expected to go to Malaca- 
nang and explain his side of the accusations to the 
president. [end recording] 
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Thailand 


More on Sitthi, Nguyen Co Thach Meeting 
BK0508 103488 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in Thai 
1030 GMT 4 Aug 88 


[Text] This morning, Vietnamese Foreign Minister Ngu- 
yen Co Thach paid a courtesy call on his Thai counter- 
part, Air Chief Marshal Sitthi Sawetsila, during his 
stopover in Bangkok after attending an informal meeting 
in Bogor, Indonesia, on the Cambodian problem. Sarot 
Chawanawirat, director general of the Information 
Department of the Foreign Ministry, briefed the press on 
the result of their consultations as follows: 


[Begin Sarot recording] Vietnamese Foreign Minister 
Nguyen Co Thach paid a courtesy call on his Thai 
counterpart, Air Chief Marshal Sitthi Sawetsila, this 
morning. Nguyen Co Thach informed the Thai minister 
that the main purpose of his visit was to congratulate 
Sitthi on his success in the general election and on being 
appointed to retain the foreign ministerial portfolio. 
Nguyen Co Thach said he made this stopover, en route 
to spending a holiday in Poland, to express congratula- 
tions in person to the Thai minister. They exchanged 
views on the Jakarta informal meeting, and both 
believed that the meeting at least has psychological 
significance because it was the first time that the con- 
cerned parties were brought together to discuss ways to 
solve the Cambodian problems through political means. 


Both sides agreed that the recently concluded meeting 
did not tackle the essential points. However it is 
expected that the essential points of the problem will be 
discussed by the working groups in the upcoming meet- 
ings. The important thing is that Nguyen Co Thach 
disclosed to Sitthi that whatever is unacceptable to 
Thailand will be unacceptable as a solution to the 
Cambodian conflict. Sitthi said Thailand wants the 
settlement of the problem to be made as early as possible, 
and the SRV foreign minister responded that he also has 
the same wish. Nguyen Co Thach confirmed that Viet- 
nam will withdraw all of its troops by the end of 1989 or 
during the first 3 months of 1990 at the latest. Sitthi 
reminded that the best course for Vietnam to solve the 
problem is for Vietnam to listen to views or recommen- 
dations of the big countries such as the United States, the 
Soviet Union, and China. The SRY foreign minister said 
he wants the problem to be solved as early as possible, 
but in reality it is like a car moving on the road; it may 
stop or turn over if there is any obstacle in the way or if 
it moves too fast. 


Turning to the refugee problem, Sitthi asked if it is true 
that, according to information received from Geneva, 
Vietnam is ready to receive the screened out Vietnamese 
refugees back to their old country. Nguyen Co Thach 
said Vietnam has the intention to do so, but he also 
noted that the SRV would be able to receive only those 
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who really want to return and would be unable to force 
those who do not want to. Sitthi responded that if 
Vietnam could not force these people, no one could. [end 
recording] 


Sarot told reporters that Sitthi and Nguyen Co Thach 
will meet periodically in the future to discuss the details 
of the refugee problem and repatratiation of Vietnamese 
refugees. The SRV foreign minister said he will stopover 
in Bangkok again around 25 August. 


Sarot quoted Nguen Co Thach as saying that in order to 
solve the Cambodian problem, the opinions of the most 
concerned countries [preceding three words rendered in 
English] must be taken into consideration. Nguen Co Thach 
elaborated that the most concerned countries are Thailand, 
Vietnam, and Laos because they all border Cambodia. Sitthi 
reminded Vietnam that all parties must help to try to reach 
a settlement as early as possible. He said the four Camio- 
dian factions should make more reconciliations, and Viet- 
nam should do something to make the Heng Samrin regime 
come up with a more acceptable stand. He also said Thai- 
land regards Cambodia’s desires as most important. In the 
end, the Vietnamese minister said : We have to agree on 
Cambodia being an independent, free, nonaligned, and 
neutral country. Only then can the concerns or interests 
[“concerns” and “interests” rendered in English] of the 
three neigboring countries—Thailand, Laos, and Viet- 
nam—be taken into consideration as to which are accept- 
able and which are not. 


Nguyen Co Thach on ‘Boat People’ 
BK0508004988 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
5 Aug 88 p 6 


[Text] Vietnamese Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach 
said yesterday that Vietnam would take back all boat 
people who wish to return home. 


“We will take back all the refugees who have a desire to 
be back home,” Mr Thach told reporters after talks with 
Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila. 


He made a courtesy call on his Thai counterpart yester- 
day morning to congratulate ACM [Air Chief Marshal] 
Sitthi on his election success. 

Mr Thach was making a stopover in Bangkoke _—ute to 
a holiday in Poland. 


“We think we can have negotiations (on voluntary 
repatriation) as soon as possible, and both sides have an 
interest in negotiations at appropriate levels,” he said. 


Mr Thach said Vietnam also wants talks on repatriation 
with other countries burdened by increasing numbers of 
boat people. 


Foreign Ministry spokesman Sarot Chawanawirat said 
both ministers agreed in principle to meet periodically to 
discuss repatriation of refugees. 
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‘Thailand is ready to meet (with Vietnam) to discuss the 
problem,” he said. 


Mr Sarot said Mr Thach and ACM Sitthi also exchanged 
views on the recently-concluded Jakarta informal meet- 
ing of rival Khmer factions. 


The ministers agreed that the meeting was “psychologi- 
cally important” for all parties in seeking a political 
settlement for the Kampuchean conflict, he said. 


He said ACM Sitthi and Mr Thach also agreed that 
although no major accord was reached at the meeting, 
the decision for a working group to be set up is a 
— step” towards resolving the conflict in the 
uture. 


Mr Sarot quoted Mr Thach as saying that any measure to 
solve the Kampuchean problem “‘would not be regarded 
as a practical step if it was not accepted by ACM Sitthi”. 


ACM Sitthi, the spokesman said, replied that Thailand 
wanted to see an early solution to the Kampuchean 
conflict, and any settlement formula should be worked 
out with the endorsement of the US, the Soviet Union, 
and China. 


Iran To Buy 60,000 Tons of Rice; Talks Continue 
BK0508005 188 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
5 Aug 88 p 13 


[Text] Iran agreed early this week to buy 60,000 tons of 
second class 100 percent grade white rice from two Thai 
exporters under “Iranian terms,” a rice trading source 
announced yesterday. 


The source said Teheran would buy 30,000 tons each 
from Capital Rice Co and Hong Yiah Seng Co for 
US$290 a ton (FOB) [free on board]. 


The source said the two exporters would be required to 
place a 5 percent unconditional bond as part of the 
Iranian terms, and begin shipments from next month 
through to December. 


The source said Teheran was in the meantime holding 
talks with several other Thai exporters in order to meet 
its demand expected to range between 150,000-200,000 
tons. 


Iran, which was formerly a major Thai rice importer, 
bought only 56,000 tons from January-June this year. 


The Indian Government has also been reported as des- 
patching officials here to negotiate the purchase of 
another 200,000 tons of 25 percent white rice. India has 
already bought 500,000 tons this yer. 


The additional purchase is expected to offset this year’s 
local production shortfall due to drought, the source 
said. .. 
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Also, a Bangladeshi mission is currently in town talking 
to rice exporters about purchasing 100,000-200,000 tons 
of parboiled rice, he said. 


Chatchai Views Foreign, Domestic Policy Plans 
BK0508111188 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
5 Aug 88 pp I, 3 


{Excerpts} Chat Thai Party leader Maj-Gen Chatchai 
Chunhawan, appointed last night by His Majesty the 
King as Prime Minister—the country’s first elected Pre- 
mier in 12 years—announced yesterday he would con- 
sider revamping the National Economic and Social 
Development Board (NESDB). 


Prime Minister Chatchai said he is considering restrict- 
ing the NESDB’s role to planning only. 


He made the comment after receiving a Royal Com- 
mand for his appointment at his Soi Ratchakhru resi- 
dence. [passage omitted] 


The new Premier, dressed in full dress uniform, received 
the appointment at 18:28 p.m. in a short ceremony with 
all Chat Thai caretaker ministers present. 


The prin.e minister later told reporters that overhauling 
the NESDB would be aimed at “enhancing the flexibility 
in the performance” of the agency. 


““We may have to review the whole role of the NESDB,” 
the Premier said when asked to comment on recent 
criticism that public projects have been held up because 
of delays in the agency’s screening process. 


““By its role, the NESDB should concentrate its work 
only on planning. It cannot withhold projects,” Maj-Gen 
Chatchai said. 


Under former Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon, the 
NESDB, headed by secretary-general Sano Unakun, was 
charged with making recommendations on the eco- 
nomic, technical, and financial feasibility of major Gov- 
ernment projects. 


The NESDB’s role has been to suggest to the Government 
various options and recommend how projects would fit into 
the country’s long-term economic planning. 


Recommendations by the agency, attached to the Prime 
Minister’s Office, carried considerable weight under Gen 
Prem, even though its role is primarily advisory. 


Secretary-general Sano often sat in on Cabinet meetings 
to hear project proposals from the ministries, and was 
asked by Gen Prem to offer opinions. 


Maj-Gen Chatchai, 69, the first Prime Minister since 
1976 to have come from elections, pledged to perform 
his new duties to the best of his ability. 
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‘We haven’t had an elected Prime Minister for 12 years. 
I think we are heading down a more democratic road,” 
Maj-Gen Chatchai said. 


The Premier said formation of the Cabinet would be 
completed within the next few days, with “only a few 
things to be ironed out”. 


He said he had confidence in the stability of the new 
Government. 


The major policies of the Government would stress 
economic development, particularly improving living 
standards for rural poor and increasing the minimum 
wage for labourers, he said. 


Maj-Gen Chatchai said the new Government would 
carry on with the economic policies of the last adminis- 
tration, making adjustments to enhance flexibility. How- 
ever, he said the Government would move “cautiously”. 


“The country has to walk before it can run,” Maj-Gen 


‘Chatchai said. 


He said he would set up a working group to tackle 
outstanding labour troubles. 


On foreign affairs, the Premier said Vietnam, Laos, and 
Kampuchea “should be the country’s economic markets 
and not battlefields”. 


He said the Kampuchean problem must be solved 
quickly, and added that there have been “indications” 
an accord may be at hand in the near future. 


On the military, Maj-Gen Chatchai noted that Army 
commander-in-chief Gen Chawalit Yongchaiclgts prom- 
ised to keep the Army out of politics and to support the 
elected government. 


The Prime Minister said he would back modernisation of 
the Armed Forces and increased weapons procurement. 


The military, he said, has become much more demo- 
cratic, “as can be seen by its strict neutrality in the last 
elections”. 


He confirmed that the Muan Chon Party of Pol Capt 
Chaloem Yubamrung would be a partner in his coalition 
government. 


Maj-Gen Chatchai also said former Premier Gen Prem 
Tinsulanon would serve as an adviser to the new Gov- 
ernment. 


Asked how he would conduct relations with the mass 
media, Maj-Gen Chatichai leaned towards reporters and 
whispered, “very closely.” 
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He said he would hold at least one press conference a 
month, “and more if necessary”. He said the state media 
would be given more freedom and the Opposition would 
not be barred from exposure. 


“The Opposition will also be able to get access to official 
media because we hold that Thailand is a democratic 
country. They will not be banned,” Maj-Gen Chatchai 
said. 


He said Gen Prem would receive British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher tomorrow as caretaker Prime Minis- 
ter, and announcement of the new Cabinet would be 
postponed until after Mrs Thatcher leaves on Monday to 
avoid diplomatic confusion. [passage omitted] 


Tasks of Chatchai, Others Assessed 
BK0508003588 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
5 Aug 88 p 4 


[Editorial: “A ‘Make or Break’ Test for Democracy”’} 


[Text] Thai democracy took a crucial and historic, yet 
uncertain, step forward last night when Chat Thai Party 
leader Maj-Gen Chatchai Chunhawan was appointed 
prime minister, the country’s first elected Member of 
Parliament to assume the post since 1976. 


Prime Minister Chatchai and his soon-to-be announced 
Cabinet is now faced with the responsibility of leading the 
country forward economically, socially, and politically after 
eight years and five months of stability. That this will be no 
easy task is something of an understatement. 


Enormous and continuing efforts will have to be made to 
restore and maintain public confidence in Parliament as 
an institution of stability. Too many of us retain painful 
memories of the events that took place 12 years ago 
during the short-lived administration of M.R. Seni Pra- 
mot which led to the suspension of truly representative 
democracy. But times have changed and we have 
returned with a government being formed by the MP’s 
themselves, and with an elected MP at its head. 


How this government and Parliament fares depends, 
first and foremost, on each and every government MP 
and Cabinet minister. They must work to show the 
people that they are capable of the task of governing, a 
task that involves self-sacrifice for the benefit of the 
whole and not the few. The Opposition too have a crucial 
task—that of monitoring the performance of govern- 
ment with reason, and not just with the sole destructive 
purpose of toppling the administration. 


The public also has a role and duty to perform. Apart 
from becoming more involved in the process of democ- 
racy—participating in elections—the public should also 
be tolerant by giving the new government a chance while 
at the same time remaining ever vigilant with construc- 
tive criticism in areas where it is needed. 
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Having an elected MP as prime minister does not mean 
we have obtained that long-sought for goal of democracy. 
If we believe that this is all that is needed, then Thai 
democracy is already doomed. We have taken just a 
small but so very important step towards achieving this 
goal. So much more needs to be done, such as teaching 
the majority of the people the value of their vote and 
building up political parties that are more in tune with 
the needs of the people rather than their own self- 
interest. 


And as we look forward, we must not forget the past and 
the vital role played by outgoing Prime Minister Prem 
Tinsulanon. Despite his faults and the criticisms lodged 
against him, substantial credit must be given to this man 
who has survived two coup d’etat attempts and whose 
policies have blended in with changing global circum- 
stances to bring the country forward economically to 
where it is today, positioned to capitalise on brighter 
prospects for the future. 


Indeed history will be the judge of Gen Prem’s achieve- 
ments and contributions to this country and prove 
whether he was indeed the “man for all seasons” and 
“statesman” as he is now being widely called. We the 
people, Gen Prem and his government have been respon- 
sible for events of the past, as we the people, Maj-Gen 
Chatchai and his new government are now responsible 
for the future. 


Vietnam 


Army Paper Criticizes U.S. ‘Hostile’ Acts 
BK0508110988 Hanoi International Service 
in English 1000 GMT 5 Aug 88 


[Text] The Hanoi Army paper QUAN DOI NHAN DAN 
on Friday ran a commentary criticizing recent U.S. 
hostile action against Vietnam. The paper said that in 
recent days, the U.S. action, prompted by the lack of 
good will, has obstructed the settlement of postwar 
humanitarian issue of the U.S. side. 


On July 28, Assistant Secretary of State Gaston Sigur 
said before a group of U.S. congressmen that the US. 
Government was against the establishment of a low-level 
diplomatic bureau in Hanoi and Washington as it would 
not help improve the U.S.-Vietnam cooperation in 
humanitarian issue, and that the best way for the United 
States was to continue its present policy, that is to isolate 
Vietnam. Later, Radio Australia on July 30 said that the 
Vietnam Veteran Committee of the United States 
intented to float Vietnamese bank notes down the 
Mekoi.g River with promise to give a reward of $2.4 
million ‘0 anyone who has taken an American prisoner 
of war to freedom. 


Public opinion in the Uinted States and the world has 
acknowledged and welcomed Vietnam's act of good will 
in solving the postwar humanitarian issue. We have 
searched for and handed over to the U.S. side many sets 
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of American remains and agreed to let the US. side 
participate in joint search for Americans missing in 
action and the excavation of crash sites. 


We also held talks with the U.S. side on the resettlement 
in the United States of released re-education camp 
inmates and are ready for this. Regrettably, the U.S. side 
has not responded to Vietnam's proposal of good will. 
People wonder why the United States takes such a hostile 
action against Vietnam at a time when Vietnam is 
making great efforts and expressing her good will in 
solving the humanitarian issue of the United States. It is 
clear that the ultrarightist forces in the United States are 
resorting to many means, including nongovernment 
activities to incite anti-Vietnam feeling, to block the 
growing public appeal for normalizing relations between 
Vietnam and the United States. 


With the humanitarian standpoint, we want to close the 
book on missing in action soon to reduce and put an end 
to the suffering of many American families, whose 
members or relatives were killed or reported missing in 
the Vietnam war, but good will must come from both 
sides. The settlement of postwar humanitarian issue is 
becoming difficult due entirely to the U.S. side. We urge 
the US. side to stop all nostile acts against Vietnam and, 
together with Vietnam, to overcome difficulty and 
remove obstacles, continue to solve the humanitarian 
issue. This would create a favorable condition for nor- 
malizing relations between the two countries. 


U.S. Jet Wreckage Dug Up in Hau Giang Province 
BK0508094488 Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI 
PHONG in Vietnamese 17 Jul 88 p 1 


[Text] My Tu District, Hau Giang Province, recently 
succeeded in digging up the wreckage of a U.S. F-105 jet 
plane which was shot down by guerillas of My Phuoc 
village, My Tu District, and crashed at Xeo Gua, My 
Hung village in May 1966. The wreckage will be moved 
to the district’s museum. 


NHAN DAN Cited on U.S. Support to Contras 
BK0408095288 Hanoi VNA in English 0710 GMT 
4 Aug 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA August 4—The national daily NHAN 
DAN today denounces the continued U.S. backing for 
the contras against Nicaragua as a violation of the 
Central America peace agreement. 


After condemning the new anti-Nicaragua campaign 
whipped up by the U.S. just before the heads of state of 
Nicaragua, Guatemala, Costa Rica, El Salvador, and 
Honduras meet again to discuss measures for stepping 
up the implementation of the Central America peace 
agreement signed on August 7, 1987, the paper goes on: 
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“So doing, the U.S is pouring more oil on the flame and 
rendering the situation in the region tenser. The new 
anti-Nicaragua campaign has exposed U.S Secretary of 
State G. Shultz’s hypocrisy when he said he backed the 
peace plan for Central America during his recent trip to 
Latin American countries.” 


“The White House’s erroneous policy is facing opposi- 
tion right of the Congress which has turned down several 
proposals for aid to the contras,” the paper points out. 


“If the United States really wants to contribute to peace 
in Central America, it should accept the Central Amer- 
ican peace agreement signed by the countries in the 
region, negotiate with the Republic of Nicaragua, and 
stop backing the contras,” NHAN DAN concludes. 


Nguyen Co Thach Postpones Visit to Japan 
BK0508084 188 Hong Kong AFP in English 0746 GMT 
5 Aug 88 


[Text] Hanoi, Aug 5 (AFP)}—A visit to Japan by Viet- 
namese Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach would not 
be convenient because of Tokyo’s stance on the Cambo- 
dian problem, a Vietnamese Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man said. 


Spokeswoman Ho The Lan said at a press Conference 
Thursday that such a visit would not be “opportune” 
because of Tokyo's “negative policy” on Cambodia. 


Mrs. Lan recalled that Mr. Thach, currently vacationing 
in Poland, “has accepted the principle” of a visit to 
Japan at the invitation of the Japanese Government. 


“But now the moment is not yet opportune because Japan 
persists in its negative policy with regard to the Cambodian 
problem and with regard to Vietnam,” she said. 


The invitation was conveyed through Japanese Foreign 
Minister Sosuke Uno, at the request of Mr. Thach 
himself, Japanese sources here said. 


The Vietnamese foreign minister had said he wanted to 
stop in Japan in June on his way home from New York 
where he attended a United Nations conference on 
disarmament. 


But he later postponed the visit, saying his schedule was 
“too tight.” 


“Japan has joined one camp, and this attitude is not 
worthy of a great Asian country, in effect burying the ... 
[ellipses as received] doctrine by which Japan would 
serve as a bridge between the Indochinese countries” and 
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), 
Mrs. Lan said. 


ASEAN groups Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, Brunei, 
Indonesia and the Philippines.” 
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Japan has recognized the anti-Vietnamese Cambodian 
resistance coalition government led until recently by 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk. 


Prince Sihanouk is to pay an official visit to Japan next 
week. 


Japan is Vietnam’s leading noncommunist trading partner. 


Meets Press To Discuss Cambodia 
BK0408115188 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 4 Aug 88 


[Text] This afternoon, 4 August 1988, our Foreign Mini- 
stry’s Information and Press Department held a regular 
news conference where our Foreign Ministry spokesman 
answered questions posed by domestic and foreign news- 
men. Following are some questions by international news- 
men and answers by our Foreign Ministry spokesman: 


Correspondents of the Japanese paper AKAHATA and 
the Chinese News Agency asked for an evaluation of the 
five-point peace plan advanced on 27 July in Jakarta, a 
comparison of this plan with the seven-point proposal of 
Chairman Hun Sen, and an introduction to the similar- 
ities and differences between these two proposals. The 
AKAHATA correspondent asked about the points 
agreed upon by the parties concerned and the divergen- 
cies of views at the Jakarta cocktail party. 


Answer: There are similarities in the stands on the basic 
problems for a political solution to the Cambodian issue. 
First, on the international aspect, the Cambodian parties 
and the countries concerned at the Jakarta cocktail 
party, except the Khmer Rouge, unanimously agreed on 
the two main problems of the solution—that is, the 
withdrawal of Vietnamese troops from Cambodia and 
the prevention of the return of the genocidal Pol Pot 
clique. A schedule for the withdrawal of Vietnamese 
troops must be linked to a schedule for the termination 
of military aid to the Khmer opposition parties and the 
termination of foreign intervention, and this must be 
done under international supervision. The two sides will 
continue to discuss the specific measures for carrying out 
the above principle. 


The PRK put forth a specific schedule for the withdrawal 
of Vietnamese troops by late 1989 and by the end of the 
Ist quarter of 1990 at the latest, but the other side failed 
to come up with a specific schedule for the termination 
of aid to the Khmer opposition forces and the termina- 
tion of foreign intervention in Cambodia. 


Second, on the internal aspect, the PRK holds that 
Cambodia’s internal affairs must be solved by the Cam- 
bodian people themselves on the basis of national rec- 
onciliation, the elimination of the crime-studded Pol Pot 
ringleaders, and the nonacceptance of the armed forces 
of the Khmer Rouge maintaining the status quo in 
Cambodia. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


The five-point plan of Prince Sihanouk calls for the 
maintenance of the current administrative apparatus of 
the PRK with the understanding that this administration 
will later be gradually transformed into a multiparty 
coalition administration. At Jakarta, Prince Sihanouk 
agreed on Chairman Hun Sen’s proposal for the setting 
up of a quadripartite National Reconciliation Council 
headed by Prince Sihanouk. Other Cambodian parties, 
except the Khmer Rouge, approved this proposal. 


Prince Sihanouk and Chairman Hun Sen agreed to meet 
for the third round of talks in Paris in October 1988. 


Furthermore, the PRK’s seven-point proposal and 
Prince Sihanouk’s five-point proposal are similar in 
calling for the establishment of an international commis- 
sion of supervision and the convening of an interna- 
tional conference to guarantee the agreements reached. 


Correspondents of AKAHATA and NDN [expansion 
unknown] asked about the prospect for a peaceful solu- 
tion to the Cambodian issue and to peace and stability in 
Southeast Asia after the Jakarta informal meeting. The 
NDN correspondent asked what Vietnam would do to 
promote a political solution to the Cambodian issue. 


Answer: The results of the Jakarta informal meeting have 
brought about hope for a peaceful solution to the Cambo- 
dian issue and the issue of peace and stability in Southeast 
Asia. However, the fact that it took a year after the Ho Chi 
Minh City agreement to organize the Jakarta informal 
meeting shows that it .s no easy process to solve the 
Cambodian issue and that of peace and stability in South- 
east Asia. It can be said that with the results of the Jakarta 
informal meeting, we have gone half-way in the search for a 
political solution to the Cambodian issue. Nevertheless, 
difficulties and hardship lie ahead in the remaining half. We 
hold that nobody wants to return to the starting point. 
Vietnam is prepared, together with all concerned countries, 
to try its best to cover the remaining distance. 


The AKAHATA correspondent asked about Vietnam's 
attitude and position regarding the conference of the five 
nonaligned countries scheduled to be held on 10 August 
1988 and asked for a clarification about the relationship 
between the Jakarta informal meeting and the third 
round of talks between Chairman Hun Sen and Prince 
Sihanouk. 


Answer: Officials from five nonaligned countries—Zimba- 
bwe, India, Cuba, Indonesia, and Vietnam—met from [5 to 
16 July 1988 in New Delhi. The meeting decided to send 
special envoys to monitor the Jakarta informal meeting and 
to hold a conference of experts in mid-August 1988 at 
Harara, Zimbabwe, at which Vietnam and Indonesia will 
report to the chairmen of the Nonaligned Movement about 
the results achieved at the Jakarta informal meeting. The 
conference will also prepare the groundwork for a ministe- 
rial-level conference on the Cambodian issue. Vietnam 
welcomes the contributions made by the Nonaligned Move- 
ment to promote a solution to the Cambodian issue and 
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highly values the stand and role played the Nonaligned 
Movement regarding the Cambodian and Southeast Asian 
issues. It is hoped that at that coaference, the Nonaligned 
Movement will bring into play it:; role in the new situation 
following the results reached at the Jakarta informal mee i- 
ing. 

As you, comrades and friends, already know, Prince 
Sihanouk and Chairman Hun Sen agreed at Jakarta to 
meet each other in Paris in October 1988. All of the 
coming meetings in Jakarta as well as in Harare and 
Paris are aimed at reachirg a political solution to the 
Cambodian issue. Therefore, these forums supplement 
instead of ruling out one another. 


VNA Report on News Conference 
BK050803 1188 Hanoi VNA in English 1516 GMT 
4 Aug 88 


[All quotation marks as received] 


[Text] Hanoi VNA August 4—Mrs Ho The Lan, spokes- 
woman of the Foreign Ministry, held a regular press 
conference here this afternoon. 


Asked to compare Norodom Sihanouk’s five-point peace 
plan and Chairman Hun Sen’s seven-point position at the 
Jakarta informal meeting [JIM], Mrs Ho The Lan said: 


“There were areas of agreement on the fundamental princi- 
ples of a political solution to the Kampuchea question. On 
the international aspect of the matter, the Kampuchean 
parties and all countries concerned, except the Khmer 
Rouge, reached unanimity of views on the two key issues for 
a solution: The withdrawal of Vietnamese troops from 
Kampuchea and prevention of the Pol Pot genocidal 
regime’s return. The timetable for Vietnamese troop with- 
drawal must be carried out in conjunction with the cessation 
of military aid to the Khmer opposition factions and of 
outside interference under international supervision. The 
two sides will continue to discuss concrete measures to 
apply this principle. 


The People’s Republic of Kampuchea sei the end of 
1989, or the first quarter of 1990 at the ‘atest, as the 
deadline for the Vietnamese troop pullout. But the other 
side has set no deadline yet for the cessation of aid to the 
Khmer opposition factions and of outside intervention 
in Kampuchea. 


On the internal aspect of the question, the PRK advocates 
the settlement of the internal affairs of Kampuchea by the 
Kampuchean people themselves on the basis of national 
reconciliation, exclusion of the criminal ringleaders of the 
Pol Pot clique and of the Khmer Rouge armed forces, and 
maintenance of the present status quo in Kampuchea. 
Prince Sihanouk’s five-point plan calls for maintenance of 
the present administrative apparatus of the People’s Repub- 
lic of Kampuchea with an understanding that this adminis- 
tration will be gradually transformed into a multilateral 
coalition administration later on. 
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In Jakarta, Prince Sihanouk agreed to Chairman Hun 
Sen’s proposal for the establishment of a quadruple 
national reconciliation council with the prince as chair- 
man, and this was also agreed upon by the Kampuchean 
parties, with the exception of the Khmer Rouge. Prince 
Sihanouk and Chairman Hun Sen also agreed to hold 
their third meeting in Paris in October this year. 


In addition, the PRK’s seven-point position and Prince 
Sihanouk’s five-point plan were unanimous on the set- 
ting up of an international supervision commission and 
the convecation of an international conference to guar- 
antee the implementation of what had been agreed upon. 


Asked by AKAHATA and NDN [expansion unknown] 
correspondents about the prospect for a peaceful solu- 
tion to the Kampuchea issue as well as peace and 
stability in Southeast Asia after JIM and about what 
Vietnam would do to accelerate the process of finding a 
political solution to the Kampuchea issue, Mrs Ho The 
Lan said: 


The JIM’s outcomes have brought about a hope for a 
peaceful solution to the Kampuchea issue and the ques- 
tion of peace and stability in Southeast Asia. But, that 
the JIM was held one year after the agreement reached in 
Ho Chi Minh City shows that the solving of the Kam- 
puchea issue and the question of peace and stability in 
Southeast Asia is not an easy process. It can be said that 
with the JIM’s results, the process of finding out a 
political solution to the Kampuchea issue was half 
through, but the other half is very difficult. We think that 
no one wishes to return to the starting point. Vietnam is 
ready, together with countries concerned, to do its 
utmost to get through the remaining path.“ 


On Vietnam’s stance on the conference of five nonaligned 
countries scheduled for August 10, 1988 and on the rela- 
tions between the JIM and the third meeting between Hun 
Sen and Prince Sihanouk, Mrs Ho The Lan said: 


“Official of the five nonaligned countries [words indis- 
tinct] 15-16, 1988. The meeting decided to send its 
special envoy to cover the JIM and to hold a meeting of 
specialists in Harare (Zimbabwe) in mid-August 1988. 


At this meeting, Vietnam and Indonesia will report to 
the chairman of the Nonaligned Movement on the JIM’s 
results. The meeting will also [words indistinct] on the 
Kampuchea issue. Vietnam welcomes the Nonaligned 
Movement’s centributions to solving the Kampuchea 
issue and highly appreciates its role and stance on the 
Kampuchea issue and on Southeast Asia. It is hopeful 
that at this meeting, the Nonaligned Movement will 
bring into full [words indistinci] following the the results 
obtained at the JIM. 


It is known to all of you that in Jakarta, Prince Sihanouk 
and Hun Sen agreed to meet in Paris in October 1988. 
All the meetings, in Jakarta, Harare and Paris as well, are 
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aimed at resolving politically the Kampuchea issue, so 
all these forums will not eliminate one another, but on 
the contrary, complement one another.“ 


VNA Cites Official on PRC Naval Exercise 
BK0408 155488 Hanoi VNA in English 1528 GMT 
4 Aug 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA August 4—Tran Huu Nghia, deputy 
head of the China Department of the Vietnamese Min- 
istry for Foreign Affairs, received here today Ou Yi, 
counsellor of the Chinese Embassy in Vietnam, drawing 
his attention to the Chinese naval force’s exercise in the 
area of Vietnain’s archipelago of Truong Sa. 


The Vietnames: diplomat reaffirmed Vietnam's position 
regarding the Hoang Sa [Paracel] and Truong Sa 
[Spratly] Archipelagoes, and reiterated Vietnam’s advo- 
cation for the settlement of the disputes between Viet- 
nam and China through negotiations, and pending the 
negotiations the two sides will refrain from doing any- 
thing to aggravate the situation. The Chinese side’s 
recent move does not comform to the advocation for 
solving through negotiations the disputes between the 
two countries. 


Games Noted by Foreign Press 
BKC508060788 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
0500 GMT 5 Aug 88 


[Text] The Chinese paper RENMIN RIBAO on 3 August 
announced that the Chinese Navy will conducted military 
exercises around the Truong Sa [Spratly] Archipelago, 
reportedly to increase its capability to cope with unxepected 

ts and regional conflicts. On the same day, the 
newspaper CHINA DAILY also quoted a ranking officer of 
the Chinese Navy command as saying that warships and 
aircraft defending the Truong Sa Archipelago had taken part 
in a joini military exercise involving a mock attack against 
and defense of various islands and coral reefs. A Hong 
Kong-based daily has reported that last month a Chinese 
nuclear-powered submarine sailed into the sea area of the 
Truong Sa Archipelago. Picking up this report, AFP 
stressed: Asian countries have «pressed concern over Chi- 
na’s intentions. 


AAPSO Stand on Relations With PRC 
BK0508094888 Hanoi VNA in English 0715 GMT 
5 Aug 88 


Mews Hanoi VNA August 5—“The Afro-Asian People’s 
idarity Organization (AAPSO) supports the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam’ efforts to normalize its relations 
with the People’s Republic of China (PRC) and its latest 
proposal for negotiations with the PRC to settle differ- 
ences over the Truong Sa [Paracel] and Hoang Sa 
[Spratly] Archipelagoes and the border issue.” 


This was stated in the AAPSO Presidium’s report on 
Asia-Pacific security at its enlarged conference held in 
Vientiane, Laos, on August 3 and 4. 
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The report pointed out : 


““AAPSO holds that the national reconciliation policy of 
the People’s Republic of Kampuchea (PRK), the meet- 
ings between Chairman Hun Sen and Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk, the SRV and the PRK’s decision to withdraw 
Vietnamese Army volunteers and the command of the 
Vietnamese volunteer force from Kampuchea this year, 
especially the PRK’s seven-point position and the posi- 
tive outcomes of the Jakarta Informal Meeting are 
important developments towards a just political solution 
to the Kampuchea issue, the cessation of outside inter- 
vention and the elimin2iion forever of the danger of Pol 
Pot genocidal regime's return.” 


The report also voiced support for Laos’s efforts and 
goodwill in peacefully settling the Lao-Thai border dis- 
pute, and in normalizing its relations with China. It 
highly valued Laos’s recent seven-point proposal for 
building a Southeast Asia of peace, friendship and coop- 
eration as an important contribution to the Asian-Pacific 
nations’ common struggle for peace, national indepen- 
dence, democracy and social progress. 


Boat People Discussed With Hong Kong Delegation 
BK0508 102888 Hanoi International Service 
in English 1000 GMT 5 Aug 88 


{Text} A delegation of the Government of the United 
Kingdom and the Hong Kong Administration led by 
Richard Dick Clift, assistant to the deputy foreign sec- 
retary and political adviser to the Hong Kong Adminis- 
tration has paid a 2-day visit to Vietnam at the invitation 
of the Vietnamese Foreign Ministry. 


During its stay in Vietnam, the delegation had working 
sessions with some officials of the Vietnamese Foreign 
Ministry. The two sides considered possible solution to 
problem of the Vietnamese boat people to Hong Kong. 
They both agreed that this problem stems from very 
complex historical and social reasons and it is necessary 
to take concrete and effective measures to stop this 
Situation. They pointed out that any solution must put 
into account the international law, the law, and the real 
situation of this country [as heard]. They discussed 
conditions and regulations for the repatriation on the 
humanitarian basis. They also agreed that the two sides 
should study this problem quickly for another meeting to 
reach concrete decision. 


33,000 Workers Sent to East Bloc January-June 
BK0408 103288 Hanoi VNA in English 0708 GMT 
4 Aug 88 


{[Text] Hanoi VNA August 4—In furtherance of labor 
cooperation plan with socialist countries, the Depart- 
ment for International Labor Cooperation in the first 
half of this year sent almost 33,000 persons to work in 
the Soviet Union, the German Democratic Republic, 
Bulgaria, and Czechoslovakia. 
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The department is proceeding with its plan to dispatch 
38,000 more to work in the four countries in the 
second half of tis year, and to receive 4,500 persons 
about to return here at the end of their working contract 
abroad. 


Minist ; Reports Foreign Interest in Investment 
BK0508U34388 Hanoi VNA in English 1510 GMT 
4 Aug 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA August 4—Since early this year, nearly 
1,000 foreign delegations have come here to explore possi- 
bilities of cooperation and investment in Vietnam, accord- 
ing to a report by the Ministry of External Economic 
Relartions. 


These delegations have shown much interest in the fields 
of clothes-making, electronics, fishery and sea-product 
processing, tourism, banking, and exploitation of oil and 
mineral ores. 


To date about 30 major investment programmes have 
been envisaged. 


Vo Chi Cong Commends Anti-Illiteracy Workers 
BK0408101288 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 2 Aug 88 


[Text] On the occasion of the 50th founding anniversary of 
the National Popularization Association 
[NLPA}—1938-88—Chairman of the Council of State Vo 
Chi Cong has sent a letter to cadres, teachers, and members 
of the association. The letter reads in full as follows: 


Dear comrades cadres, teachers, and members of the 
NLPA: 


Fifty years ago, when our country was under the rule of the 
ci‘ynialists and feudalists, the NLPA—an overt organiza- 
ton of the party—was set up under the party's clear-sighted 
leadership with the aim of drawing the voluntary participa- 
tion of all social strata and all invividuals in the fight against 
illiteracy for the sake of humanitarianism and social 
progress. On the occasion of the association’s 50th founding 
anniversary, I cordially convey my warmest greetings to the 
comrades cadres of the association who have valiantly taken 
the vanguard role in the movement against illiteracy 
launched by the party. 


During the 7 years of its existence from 1938 to the 
success of the August Revolution, the NLPA had to 
operate under extremely difficult conditions, but its 
5,000 cadres and teachers defied all the threats and 
terrorist attempts by the enemy, put up an ingenious 
struggle, and held classes by every means to help 100,000 
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compatriots become literate. Through this movement, 
thousands of cadres, teachers, and students joined the 
revolution, and many of them later became hard-core, 
staunch cadres of the party and state, including the 
association founders who are still actively participating 
in the cultural, political, and social life of the nation in 
spite of their 70-80 plus years of age. 


On behalf of the party Central Committee, the Council of 
State, and the Council of Ministers, I would like to heartily 
commend the great meritorious services of the NLPA and 
its cadres, members, and teachers for having contributing to 
the realization of these glorious achievements in our 
country’s history of fighting against illiteracy. 


Dear comrades, bringing into full play the fine tradition 
and valuable experience of the NLPA, the Mass Educa- 
tion Service—which is now the Complementary Educa- 
tion Service—has taken up the task of liquidating illit- 
eracy and enhancing the people’s knowledge, and 
illiteracy has been basically eliminated in our country. 
However, due to inadequate necessary conditions for the 
popularization of primary education at present, a num- 
ber of children are unable to go to school, thus steadily 
increasing the number of illiterates. This has caused 
great worry and concern for every one of us. 


In implementation of the resolution of the sixth party 
congress and in response to the plan of the UN Educa- 
tion, Science, and Culture Organization—UNESCO—to 
eliminate illiteracy by the year 2000, I, on the occasion of 
the 50th founding anniversary of the NLPA and the 43d 
founding anniversary of the Mass Education Service— 
1945-88—call on party and administrative echelons at 
all levels and mass organizations to provide more atten- 
tive leadership over and create more conditions for the 
fight against illiteracy and the completion of primary 
education for children in the interest of the nation’s 
future and prosperity. 


Cadres, teachers, and people of all strata should follow the 
examples of sacrifices, devotion, and defiance of all diffi- 
culties and hardship set in the past by NLPA members and 
spend more time and efforts for the movement against 
illiteracy. Families which have illiterate members and 
whose children are not yet going to school should actively 
encourage and create the conditions for every family mem- 
ber to go to school and quickly become literate. 


While our country’s current socioeconomic situation is 
fraught with difficulties, this is indeed a very heavy task. 
Nevertheless, with a sense of responsibility for the future 
and prosperity of the Vietnamese nation, we must cc n- 
centrate all our efforts on its fulfillment. 


My most cordial and highest regards, comrades. 


FBIS-EAS-88-151 
5 Aug 1988 


Ministers Council Issu:s Directive on Quarries 
BK0408 101088 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 2 Aug 88 


[Text] To step up the production of stone in Nam Bo to 
meet the demands of the region in 1988 and the 
subsequent years, the chairman of the Council of 
Ministers has issued a directive saying that not all 
provinces in Nam Bo have quarries. However, no 
matter where they are situated, all quarries are part of 
the nation’s mineral resources that should be exclu- 
sively managed, protected, and put into exploitation 
and use by the state for the common benefits of the 
country. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


All central-level sectors and provincial people’s commit- 
tees, which have been assigned by the state to manage 
and exploit quarries in Nam Bo, are responsible for the 
development of the production of stone under plans to 
satisfy the demands of the region. 


Together with the people’s committees of various prov- 
inces, the Ministry of Building and all sectors concerned 
have already discussed the assignment of specific tasks. 
Based on the number of quarries that are under exploi- 
tation and on the existing means, it is necessary to 
concentrate on intensive investment to expand the 
exploitation capacity, thus increasing the volume of 
stone production from 1.8 million cubic meters at 
present to 2.3 million cubic meters in 1990. 


END OF 
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